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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

On the basis of the relevant negotiating directives, the Commission conducted negotiations
with the Government of Mauritius with a view to concluding a new Protocol to the Fisheries
Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Mauritius.
Following these negotiations, a new Protocol was initialled on 26 April 2017. The Protocol
covers a period of four years from the date of its provisional application, i.e. from the date on
which it is signed, as it states in Article 15.

The first Protocol to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement set out, for a period of three years,
the fishing opportunities granted to Union vessels in the fishing zone under the sovereignty or
jurisdiction of Mauritius and the financial contribution granted by the European Union. The
period of application of that Protocol expired on 27 January 2017.

The main aim of the new Protocol is to provide fishing opportunities for Union vessels in
Mauritius waters, on the basis of the best available scientific advice and respecting the
recommendations of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), where applicable within the
limits of the available surplus. The Commission based its position in part on the results of an
evaluation of the previous Protocol (2014-2017) and a forward-looking assessment of whether
a new Protocol should be concluded. Both were carried out by external experts. The Protocol
will also enable the European Union and the Republic of Mauritius to work more closely on
promoting a sustainable fisheries policy, sound exploitation of fisheries resources in Mauritius
waters, and support Mauritius's efforts to develop its sustainable ocean economy, in the
interests of both parties.

The new Protocol shall provide a total financial contribution of EUR 2 300 000 for the entire
period (2017-2021).

This total financial contribution shall comprise:

*an annual amount for access to Mauritius waters of EUR 220 000 equivalent to a reference
tonnage of 4000 tonnes per year;

+a specific amount of EUR 220 000 per year for the support and implementation of Mauritius'
sectoral fisheries policy; and

*an additional amount of EUR 135 000 to support the development of maritime policy and
ocean economy.
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The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee
responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the draft Council decision on
the conclusion of a Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and the financial contribution
provided for by the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the
Republic of Mauritius.
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