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Dear Ms Costa,

The present proposal was referred to the Committee on Budgets for opinion on 7 September 
2016. After assessing the proposal, the coordinators of the Committee on Budgets decided on 
15 September 2016 to take up questions concerning the proposal's financial compatibility with 
the MFF, in accordance with Rule 41(4) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure.

The Committee considered the above question at its meeting of 11 October 2016 and, despite a 
number of serious concerns raised, decided in favour of the financial compatibility of the above-
mentioned legislative proposal, which aims to promote the role of European cultural heritage as 
a pivotal component of cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue, as well as enhance its 
contribution to the economy and society. 

In its proposal, the Commission suggests implementing the European Year of Cultural Heritage 
through several EU programmes, namely Creative Europe, the European structural and 
investment funds, Horizon 2020, Erasmus+ and Europe for Citizens. Implementation of the 
European Year over its entire lifetime is estimated at a total cost of EUR 4 million in 
commitment and payment appropriations, to be funded within existing budget limits, by drawing 
exclusively on the envelope of the Culture sub-programme of Creative Europe. Since the 
European Year was not planned at the time when MFF envelopes were agreed and no additional 
funding is sought for it in the existing financial programming, which is indicative in character, 
the very real concern exists that this European Year may divert funding from other actions 
under the Culture sub-programme. 



PE592.101v02-00 2/2 AL\1107088EN.docx

EN

As you know very well, Creative Europe is a relatively small programme with a wide scope and 
a high level of ambition. The Committee believes that the current implementation rates of 100% 
at year-end, both in commitments and payments, as well as the invariably high oversubscription 
rate clearly demonstrate the overstretched nature of the programme’s resources. Carving out 
EUR 4 million from an already thinly spread financial envelope will only aggravate this 
situation. 

This is why the Committee has voted, in its position on the Budget 2017, to create a specific 
budget line to support the European Year, with EUR 1 million in commitment and payment 
appropriation to launch preparations in 2017. With the creation of a dedicated line, the 
Committee wants to send the clear signal that Parliament is strongly in favour of a successful 
and ambitious European Year on Cultural Heritage, but not at the expense of current and 
future actions under Creative Europe’s Culture sub-programme. Therefore, funding for it 
should be ring-fenced. Further, the Committee voted not only to restore Council’s cuts to all 
Creative Europe’s budget lines, but also to reinforce its funding by a total of EUR 41,6 
million in commitments above Draft Budget, in order to alleviate the high strain on the 
programme.

If supported by the plenary vote on 26 October, this would give the budget rapporteur a strong 
mandate in the negotiations with the Council. Please be assured that our Committee will do its 
utmost to arrive at an acceptable outcome of the budget negotiations in this regard, in 
coordination with your Committee. I would like to request that you keep us informed of any 
developments regarding the proposal’s budgetary aspects in the course of the procedure of 
adopting the Parliament’s position and during the negotiations with the Council.

At its meeting of 11 October 2016, the Committee on Budgets agreed on the above points and 
accordingly decided unanimously to recommend that the lead rapporteur raise this concern 
about the proposal's financial compatibility with the Commission and the Council and follow up 
on these matters during the negotiations in close coordination with the general rapporteur for the 
Budget 2017 Jens Geier and myself.

The Committee on Budgets would be most grateful if you could annex this letter to the final 
report of the Committee on Culture and Education. 

Yours sincerely,

Jean Arthuis


