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Amendment  1 

Ivana Maletić 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the quantity and lack 

of flexibility and coherence of the EU 

funding under Heading 4 of the current 

multiannual financial framework (MFF) 

have been indicative of the EU’s limited 

ambition to act as a genuine global player; 

1. Regrets that the quantity and lack 

of flexibility and coherence of the EU 

funding under Heading 4 of the current 

multiannual financial framework (MFF) 

have been indicative of the EU’s limited 

ambition to act as a genuine global player; 

notes however that many of the partner 

countries and themes addressed by the EU 

external financing instruments (EFIs) 

have experienced positive progress thus 

proving the relevance and importance of 

the EFIs. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  2 

Ivana Maletić 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Regrets that the contributions from 

the EU budget to the EU Trust Funds and 

the Facility for Refugees in Turkey have 

reduced the overall coherence, long-term 
vision and impact of the Union’s action; 

stresses once again that new priorities must 

be financed with new appropriations; 

2. Stresses that EFIs have been 

under financial pressure because of 

migration and refugee crises, instability 

and terrorist threats; therefore the 

contributions from the EU budget to the 

new mechanisms such as EU Trust Funds 

and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey 

were set up to better support long term 
vision and impact of the Union’s action; ; 

stresses once again that new priorities must 

be financed with new appropriations; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  3 
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Jean Arthuis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Regrets that the contributions from 

the EU budget to the EU Trust Funds and 

the Facility for Refugees in Turkey have 

reduced the overall coherence, long-term 

vision and impact of the Union’s action; 

stresses once again that new priorities must 

be financed with new appropriations; 

2. Underscores that in order to face 

multiple challenges and crisis both in its 

immediate and farer neighbourhood, the 

EU has resorted to the creation of Trust 

Funds and a specific Facility for 

Refugees in Turkey; regrets that the 

contributions from the EU budget to the 

EU Trust Funds and the Facility for 

Refugees in Turkey have reduced the 

overall coherence, long- term vision and 

impact of the Union’s action; stresses once 

again that new priorities must be financed 

with new appropriations; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Isabelle Thomas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Regrets that the contributions from 

the EU budget to the EU Trust Funds and 

the Facility for Refugees in Turkey have 

reduced the overall coherence, long-term 

vision and impact of the Union’s action; 

stresses once again that new priorities must 

be financed with new appropriations; 

2. Regrets that the contributions from 

the EU budget to the EU Trust Funds and 

the Facility for Refugees in Turkey have 

reduced the overall coherence, long-term 

vision and impact of the Union’s action; 

stresses once again that new priorities must 

be financed with new appropriations; 

considers it unfortunate that the principle 

of budgetary unity is increasingly being 

breached even though it is essential in 

order to produce a transparent, 

comprehensible, and legitimate EU 

budget; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  5 

Xabier Benito Ziluaga 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Regrets that funds previously 

earmarked for development cooperation 

are used to fund policies under the 

European Agenda on Migration in order 

to influence third countries as regards 

their policies on the management of 

migration towards the EU without 

addressing the underlying causes driving 

such migrations, such as climate, poverty, 

military conflict and social or political 

discrimination, or the tiered consequences 

which need to be dealt with in the event of 

migrations: as regards their origin, the 

movement of persons, their reception and 

integration in the host countries. The 

policies elaborated neither prevent nor 

limit the negative consequences but 

exacerbate them. 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  6 

Nicola Caputo 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility between and within the EFIs, 

and overall political coherence; 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility and harmonisation between and 

within the EFIs, and overall political 

coherence; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  7 
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Jean Arthuis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility between and within the EFIs, 

and overall political coherence; 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility between and within the EFIs, 

and overall political coherence, also when 

it comes to being a key actor in post-war 

and post-conflict reconstruction in its 

larger neighbourhood; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  8 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility between and within the EFIs, 

and overall political coherence; 

- be at the service of an ambitious 

and overarching EU global strategy; match 

the EU’s political ambitions in size, 

flexibility between and within the EFIs, 

overall political coherence, and be based 

on EU values; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  9 

Alfred Sant 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 - be projected and assessed beyond 

line items that specifically refer to foreign 

affairs, but also through emerging 

horizontal and vertical effects of foreign 
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affairs on the EU financial framework, 

such as migration and trade realignments 

following Brexit and the protectionist 

policies advocated bythe Trump 

administration in the US; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  10 

Jean Arthuis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 - allow for clear synergies between 

the budget and the EU’s political 

influence within genuine partnerships 

with third countries; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  11 

Ivana Maletić 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

- bring real EU added value: EU 

funding must not duplicate or overlap 

with Member States’ funding; ensure 

better coordination and a more outcome-

driven approach, including with regard to 

reporting and communication; 

- bring real EU added value: ensure 

better coordination and a more outcome-

driven approach, including with regard to 

reporting and communication; 

- EU funding must not duplicate or 

overlap with Member States’ funding and 

should achieve more synergy; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  12 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 
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Paragraph 3 – indent 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 - strengthen Parliament's 

democratic scrutiny role; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  13 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 – indent 4 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 - strengthen the promotion of 

United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goal 5: Gender Equality; is convinced 

that the EU external financing 

instruments should support practical 

measures to improve the health and lives 

of women and girls including financial 

support for voluntary, modern sexual and 

reproductive health services, including 

access to birth control and safe and legal 

abortion; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  14 

Ivana Maletić 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Is of the opinion that EFI 

architecture could be simplified if it 

increases the coherence and visibility of 

Union action, efficiency, flexibility and 

accountability; warns, however, that an 

excessively radical simplification of the 

structure would not be without risks; calls 

for the new architecture to reflect clear 

4. Is of the opinion that EFI 

architecture could be simplified and 

should reflect clear political objectives; 

stresses that results should be measured 

not only at country and sector level but 

also aggregated at instrument level; calls 

on increase in the coherence and visibility 

of Union action, efficiency, flexibility and 
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political objectives; accountability; warns, however, that an 

excessively radical simplification of the 

structure would not be without risks; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  15 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Is of the opinion that EFI 

architecture could be simplified if it 

increases the coherence and visibility of 

Union action, efficiency, flexibility and 

accountability; warns, however, that an 

excessively radical simplification of the 

structure would not be without risks; calls 

for the new architecture to reflect clear 

political objectives; 

4. Is of the opinion that EFI 

architecture could be simplified if it 

increases the coherence and visibility of 

Union action, efficiency, flexibility and 

accountability; believes that streamlining 

the EFIs in order to reduce the barriers 

between geographic and thematic 

programmes will lead to synergies and 

efficiency gains, for instance by 

facilitating the transfer of funds within 

and between instruments when dealing 

with emergency situations; warns, 

however, that an excessively radical 

simplification of the structure would not be 

without risks; calls for the new architecture 

to reflect EU values and clear political 

objectives; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  16 

Charles Goerens 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Recalls the unprecedented needs 

for humanitarian aid, caused by natural 

and man-made disasters driven, inter alia, 

by climate change and human insecurity, 

conflicts and forced displacement; calls in 
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particular for maintaining a separate 

instrument for humanitarian aid with its 

own legal basis, budget and long term 

funding strategy to ensure the four 

humanitarian principles 'humanity, 

neutrality, impartiality and 

independence'; calls as well for a 

substantial humanitarian aid reserve; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  17 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4 a. Believes that performance does not 

depend solely on the architecture of the 

EU external financing instruments 

themselves, but also on partner countries' 

political will, admistrative capacity and 

ability to implement the necessary reforms 

and policies that the instruments 

encourage; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  18 

Jean Arthuis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for better integration of the 

EU Trust Funds into the budget in order to 

increase the transparency and democratic 

scrutiny of the EFIs; calls, in addition, on 

the Commission to provide Parliament with 

detailed information about any significant 

autonomous transfer or decommitment 

under Heading 4. 

5. Calls for better integration of the 

EU Trust Funds into the budget in order to 

increase the transparency and democratic 

scrutiny of the EFIs; recalls the 

agreement, as part of the latest revision of 

the Financial Regulation, on a prior 

consultation of Parliament and Council 

before setting-up a new Trust Fund fort 

hematic actions; calls, in addition, on the 
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Commission to provide Parliament with 

detailed information about any significant 

autonomous transfer or decommitment 

under Heading 4. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  19 

Ivana Maletić 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for better integration of the 

EU Trust Funds into the budget in order to 

increase the transparency and democratic 

scrutiny of the EFIs; calls, in addition, on 

the Commission to provide Parliament with 

detailed information about any significant 

autonomous transfer or decommitment 

under Heading 4. 

5. Calls for better integration of the 

EU Trust Funds and facilities into the 

budget in order to increase the 

transparency and democratic scrutiny of 

the EFIs; calls, in addition, on the 

Commission to provide Parliament with 

detailed information about any significant 

autonomous transfer or decommitment 

under Heading 4. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  20 

Xabier Benito Ziluaga 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Calls also for trust funds and other 

financial instruments to play an ever-

diminishing role, given that they are 

established with public guarantees to 

finance private initiatives where, in the 

end, if they fail, the cost is borne by the 

tax-payer, but if they are successful, they 

contribute to private profit. European 

external action should be an expression of 

international solidarity and mutual 

collaboration and this type of instrument 

only makes sense for non-strategic actions 
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and for those which cannot be shouldered 

by public initiatives alone so that the risk 

must be shared with private initiative. 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  21 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5 a. Deplores the redeployment of 

funds envisaged in the 2018 draft budget 

from development (DCI) to finance the 

new Capacity Building for Security and 

Development under the IcSP; highlights 

in this regard that military actors should 

never be financed from development 

funds and calls on the Commission to 

adhere to this stance during this year's 

budgetary procedure; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  22 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5 b. Deplores that important revenues 

are lost through tax evasion and agressive 

tax avoidance by multinational companies 

and very wealthy individuals in partner 

countries around the world; points out 

that strengthening Domestic Revenue 

Mobilisation (DRM) has been recognised 

as essential to sustainable development by 

all major international texts and 

conferences on financing for development 

including the conference in Addis Ababa 

in 2015; calls for a stronger emphasis on 
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support for DRM in the programming of 

EU's external financial instruments, 

especially those focused on development; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  23 

John Howarth 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5 c. Takes the view that mid-term 

review and budgetary control processes 

should be sufficiently rigorous and 

transparent to ensure the maximum 

absorption of funds possible and to enable 

appropriate redeployment of funds where 

events render absorption impractical; 

Or. en 

 


