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Amendment  1 

Marco Valli, Marco Zanni 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Citation 3 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 – having regard to the judgment of the 

European Union Civil Service Tribunal 

dated 7 May 2013, 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  2 

Tomáš Zdechovský 

 

Proposal for a decision 1 

Citation 9 a (new) 

 

Proposal for a decision Amendment 

 – having regard to the Decision of the 

European Ombudsman closing her own-

initiative inquiry OI/1/2014/PMC from 

26 February 2015 on internal rules 

concerning disclosure in the public 

interest (‘whistle-blowing’), 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  3 

Beata Gosiewska,  Richard Ashworth, Richard Sulík 

 

Proposal for a decision 1 

Paragraph 1 

 

Proposal for a decision Amendment 

1. Grants the Secretary-General of the 

Committee of the Regions discharge in 

respect of the implementation of the 

budget of the Committee of the Regions 

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 

Secretary-General of the Committee of the 

Regions discharge in respect of the 

implementation of the budget of the 
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for the financial year 2013 / Postpones its 

decision on granting the Secretary-General 

of the Committee of the Regions discharge 

in respect of the implementation of the 

budget of the Committee of the Regions for 

the financial year 2013; 

Committee of the Regions for the financial 

year 2013; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Marco Valli, Marco Zanni 

 

Proposal for a decision 1 

Paragraph 1 

 

Proposal for a decision Amendment 

1. Grants the Secretary-General of the 

Committee of the Regions discharge in 

respect of the implementation of the 

budget of the Committee of the Regions 

for the financial year 2013 / Postpones its 

decision on granting the Secretary-General 

of the Committee of the Regions discharge 

in respect of the implementation of the 

budget of the Committee of the Regions for 

the financial year 2013; 

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 

Secretary-General of the Committee of the 

Regions discharge in respect of the 

implementation of the budget of the 

Committee of the Regions for the financial 

year 2013; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  5 

Marco Valli, Marco Zanni 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 1a. Recalls the European Parliament 

resolution containing the comments 

accompanying the decision concerning 

the discharge in respect of the 

implementation of the general budget of 

the European Union for the 2001 
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financial year – Section VII – Committee 

of the Regions1a; stresses that the 

Committee of the Regions has persistently 

refused to implement any of the 

Parliament’s demands with regard to the 

protection of whistle-blowers in general 

and its now former Financial Controller 

in particular; takes note that, on two 

separate occasions in recent years, the 

Civil Service Tribunal (CST) has 

confirmed the findings made by OLAF, 

the Parliament and the Commission’s 

PMO  that the Committee has persistently 

behaved in an inappropriate and illegal 

manner towards its former Financial 

Controller; criticises strongly, therefore, 

that the Committee has chosen to totally 

ignore the Parliament’s demand that the 

Financial Controller ‘should not suffer 

any adverse consequences’ as a result of 

having done his duty in reporting 

wrongdoing; deplores a fortiori that, since 

2004, it has pursued, and even 

intensified,  its war of attrition against 

him; considers it totally unacceptable  

that the Committee of the Regions has not 

yet complied with the judgment of the 

European Union Civil Service Tribunal 

dated 7 May 2013; takes note, in view of 

the above, that the Committee of the 

Regions is in contempt of both Parliament 

and the Court of Justice; demands 

therefore that the Committee comply with 

the conclusions of the aforementioned 

judgment and implement forthwith the 

demands made by the European 

Parliament in its resolution; demands that 

the Committee of the Regions fulfil 

without any further delay its legal, moral 

and financial obligations towards the 

former official it has so badly mistreated 

over the last 12 years at least and provide 

him with adequate compensation for its 

‘illegal’ and ‘inappropriate behaviour’ 

towards him; 

 __________________ 

 1a P5_TA(2004)0048. 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  6 

Marco Valli, Marco Zanni 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

3. Notes that in 2013, the Committee had 

an approved budget of EUR 87 373 000 

(EUR 86 503 000 in 2012), of which 

EUR 84 800 000 were commitment 

appropriations with a utilisation rate of 

97%; regrets the decrease of the utilisation 

rate in 2013 when compared to that of 

98.2% in 2012; 

3. Notes that in 2013, the Committee had 

an approved budget of EUR 87 373 000 

(EUR 86 503 000 in 2012), of which 

EUR 84 800 000 were commitment 

appropriations with a utilisation rate of 

97%; notes the decrease of the utilisation 

rate in 2013 when compared to that of 

98.2% in 2012 and considers it necessary 

to ensure in future that there will be no 

budget increases without proper 

justification; calls, therefore – barring 

major changes in the Committee’s 

operation – for its budget to remain frozen 

until the annual utilisation rate has risen 

to at least 99.8%; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  7 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 8a. Expresses concern at the shortage of 

women holding senior Committee posts 

(67% – 33%); calls for an equal 

opportunities plan to be set in motion, 

particularly as regards management 

positions, with the aim of correcting this 

imbalance as quickly as possible; 
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Or. es 

 

Amendment  8 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 9 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

9. Notes with satisfaction that the 

recommendations and requirements made 

by Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary 

Control are recorded by the budget service 

of the Committee in a central database and 

that the progress of implementation is 

regularly monitored; 

9. Notes with satisfaction that the 

recommendations and requirements made 

by Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary 

Control are recorded by the budget service 

of the Committee in a central database and 

that the progress of implementation is 

regularly monitored; welcomes the fact 

that a committee, consisting of five 

members and an outside expert, has been 

set up for internal audit purposes and that 

ECA and EP recommendations are thus 

being taken into account; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  9 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 9 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 9a. Welcomes the new activity-based 

budgeting system that the Committee has 

put into operation, as it is better suited to 

the specific features of smaller institutions 

and can thus give a more complete picture 

of costs and projected activities; calls on 

the Committee to assess the advantages 

that it has ascertained when implementing 

the new system; 

Or. es 
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Amendment  10 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 10 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

10. Expects that the interinstitutional 

cooperation between the European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC), 

the Committee and Parliament in the 

matter of human resources will contribute 

positively to the further rationalisation of 

resources; 

10. Takes note of the Cooperation 

Agreement between the European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC), 

the Committee of the Regions (CoR), and 

the European Parliament, which was 

eventually signed on 5 February 2014 and 

has led first of all to the transfer of large 

numbers of Committee staff to the new 

European Parliamentary Research 

Service (EPRS); expects that the 

agreement will evolve in a balanced way, 

benefit all three institutions equally, and  
contribute positively to the further 

rationalisation of resources;  calls on each 

of the institutions, at the end of the first 

year of their collaboration, to make an 

individual assessment of the impact that 

the agreement is having in terms of 

human resources, expenditure, synergies, 

added value, and substance; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  11 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

12. Takes note of the Committee’s 

intention to rationalise translation requests 

and to standardise some types of 

documents; supports this initiative and asks 

to be fully informed of its implementation; 

12. Takes note of the Committee’s 

intention to rationalise translation requests 

and to standardise some types of 

documents; supports this initiative and asks 

to be fully informed of its implementation; 
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notes with concern that some of the 

Committee’s in-house translation staff 

have been transferred to the new 

European Parliamentary Research 

Service (EPRS), following the 

Cooperation Agreement between the EP, 

the EESC, and the CoR signed on 

5 February 2014; calls on the Committee 

to conduct a specific study gauging the 

impact of this cut on the quality and 

efficiency of its translation services; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  12 

Zigmantas Balčytis 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 12a. Notes that a common methodology 

with other institutions has been agreed to 

calculate and compare translation costs 

and other indicators; calls on the CoR to 

inform the discharge authority about the 

implementation of the common agreed 

methodology; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  13 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 12a. Notes with concern that translation 

costs vary enormously from one EU 

institution to another; asks consequently 

that the Interinstitutional Working Group 
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on Translation determine the causes of 

these disparities and put forward solutions 

with a view to ending the inequality and 

harmonising translation costs, without in 

any way impairing quality and linguistic 

diversity; believes that, with that end in 

view, the working group should relaunch 

interinstitutional collaboration in order to 

share best practice and outcomes and 

determine those areas in which 

interinstitutional cooperation or 

agreements could be strengthened; 

believes that the working group should 

also aim to establish a unified 

methodology, common to all the 

institutions, for the presentation of 

translation costs in order to simplify cost 

analysis and comparison; calls for the 

working group to present the results of 

this work before the end of 2015; calls on 

all the institutions to play an active part in 

the proceedings of the interinstitutional 

working group; points to the fundamental 

importance of preserving multilingualism 

in the EU institutions in order to ensure 

that all EU citizens can enjoy equal 

treatment and equal opportunities; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  14 

Tamás Deutsch 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 12a. Calls on the Committee to cooperate 

with other institutions to come up with a 

unified methodology of presenting the 

translation and interpretation costs in 

order to simplify the analysis and 

comparison of the costs, with the 

European Court of Auditors having a 
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leading role in this matter; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  15 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 b (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 12b. Considers that at a time of crisis and 

budget cuts in general, the cost of staff 

‘away days’ at the EU institutions has to 

be lowered and that these events should 

take place, wherever possible, on the 

institutions’ own premises, as the 

resulting added value does not justify 

such high spending; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  16 

Ryszard Czarnecki 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 14 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 14a. Recommends that the CoR continues 

to develop a regular screening of the 

budgetary savings resulting from the 

implementation of the new administrative 

cooperation agreement with the EESC; 

requests detailed information on the 

results of this cooperation; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  17 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 14 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 14a. Points to the need to raise the 

Committee’s profile by stepping up the 

necessary information and 

communication policy; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  18 

Tamás Deutsch 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 14 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 14a. Calls on the Committee of the 

Regions to include in its Annual Activity 

Reports the results and consequences of 

closed OLAF cases, where the institution 

or any of the individuals working for it 

were the subject of the investigation; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  19 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 15 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

15. Notes that the next mid-term review of 

the cooperation between the EESC and the 

Committee will be the appropriate moment 

to evaluate the agreement and correct any 

15. Notes that the next mid-term review of 

the new cooperation agreement between 

the EESC and the CoR will be the 

appropriate moment to evaluate the 



 

AM\1053252EN.doc 13/14 PE539.834v02-00 

 EN 

shortcomings identified; agreement and correct any shortcomings 

identified; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  20 

Inés Ayala Sender 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 15 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15a. Requests detailed information on the 

results of the mid-term review and expects 

that this evaluation will also include a 

joint assessment of the budgetary savings 

resulting from the cooperation; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  21 

Tamás Deutsch 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 15 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15a. Demands that the Committee of the 

Regions’ building policy be attached to its 

annual activity report, especially given 

that it is important that such costs are 

properly rationalised and that such costs 

are not excessive; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  22 

Ryszard Czarnecki 
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Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 16a. Points out that the Committee 

members are democratically legitimated 

local and regional representatives 

performing political activities; believes 

that they should thus be submitted to the 

same rules as other national or European 

politicians where it concerns their access 

to the European Commission and its 

services. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  23 

Tomáš Zdechovský 

 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 16a. Is concerned by the delayed adoption 

of the internal whistle-blowing rules; calls 

on the Committee to implement these 

without further delay. 

Or. en 

 

  


