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Amendment 1
José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra

Proposal for a decision 1
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. Grants the Secretary-General of the 
Committee of the Regions discharge in 
respect of the implementation of the budget 
of the Committee of the Regions for the 
financial year 2017 / Postpones its 
decision on granting the Secretary-
General of the Committee of the Regions 
discharge in respect of the 
implementation of the budget of the 
Committee of the Regions for the 
financial year 2017;

1. Grants the Secretary-General of the 
Committee of the Regions discharge in 
respect of the implementation of the budget 
of the Committee of the Regions for the 
financial year 2017;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Proposal for a decision 1
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. Grants the Secretary-General of 
the Committee of the Regions discharge 
in respect of the implementation of the 
budget of the Committee of the Regions 
for the financial year 2017 / Postpones its 
decision on granting the Secretary-General 
of the Committee of the Regions discharge 
in respect of the implementation of the 
budget of the Committee of the Regions for 
the financial year 2017;

1. Postpones its decision on granting 
the Secretary-General of the Committee of 
the Regions discharge in respect of the 
implementation of the budget of the 
Committee of the Regions for the financial 
year 2017;

Or. en

Amendment 3
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Notis Marias

Proposal for a decision 1
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. Grants the Secretary-General of 
the Committee of the Regions discharge 
in respect of the implementation of the 
budget of the Committee of the Regions 
for the financial year 2017 / Postpones its 
decision on granting the Secretary-General 
of the Committee of the Regions discharge 
in respect of the implementation of the 
budget of the Committee of the Regions for 
the financial year 2017;

1. Postpones its decision on granting 
the Secretary-General of the Committee of 
the Regions discharge in respect of the 
implementation of the budget of the 
Committee of the Regions for the financial 
year 2017;

Or. el

Amendment 4
Notis Marias

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 2

Motion for a resolution Amendment

2. Notes with satisfaction that based 
on its audit work, the Court concluded that 
the payments as a whole for the year ended 
31 December 2017, the administrative and 
other expenditure of the institutions and 
bodies were free from material error;

2. Notes that based on its audit work, 
the Court concluded that the payments as a 
whole for the year ended 31 December 
2017, the administrative and other 
expenditure of the institutions and bodies 
were free from material error;

Or. el

Amendment 5
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 2

Motion for a resolution Amendment

2. Notes with satisfaction that based 2. Notes that based on its audit work, 
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on its audit work, the Court concluded that 
the payments as a whole for the year ended 
31 December 2017, the administrative and 
other expenditure of the institutions and 
bodies were free from material error;

the Court concluded that the payments as a 
whole for the year ended 31 December 
2017, the administrative and other 
expenditure of the institutions and bodies 
were free from material error;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Marco Valli, Laura Agea, Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 3

Motion for a resolution Amendment

3. Notes that in 2017 the Committee 
had an approved budget of 
EUR 93 295 000 (compared with 
EUR 90 500 000 in 2016), of which EUR 
91,5 million (compared with EUR 89,4 
million in 2016) comprised commitment 
appropriations with an implementation rate 
of 98,0 % (98,7 % in 2016) and of which 
EUR 83,9 million were payment 
appropriations with an implementation rate 
of 89,9 %;

3. Notes that in 2017 the Committee 
had an approved budget of 
EUR 93 295 000 (compared with 
EUR 90 500 000 in 2016), of which EUR 
91,5 million (compared with EUR 89,4 
million in 2016) comprised commitment 
appropriations with an implementation rate 
of 98,0 % (98,7 % in 2016) and of which 
EUR 83,9 million were payment 
appropriations with an implementation rate 
of 89,9 %; urges that administrative 
expenditure by the EU institutions be 
streamlined and reduced as much as 
possible in order to send a message of 
fellowship with European citizens;

Or. it

Amendment 7
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska, Monica Macovei

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4

Motion for a resolution Amendment

4. Notes that the Committee’s budget 
is mostly administrative, with a large 
amount being used for expenditure 

4. Notes that the Committee’s budget 
is mostly administrative, with a large 
amount being used for expenditure 
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concerning persons, buildings, furniture, 
equipment and miscellaneous running 
costs;

concerning persons, buildings, furniture, 
equipment and miscellaneous running 
costs; expresses its concern about the 
increased expenditure on buildings, 
furniture and equipment, which in 2017 is 
slightly higher than the equivalent rate of 
2016 and 2015 (1% and 1.3% 
respectively); expresses hope that there 
will be no further increases in the future 
for the next financial year;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Wolf Klinz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4

Motion for a resolution Amendment

4. Notes that the Committee’s budget 
is mostly administrative, with a large 
amount being used for expenditure 
concerning persons, buildings, furniture, 
equipment and miscellaneous running 
costs;

4. Notes that the Committee’s budget 
is mostly administrative, with a large 
amount being used for expenditure 
concerning persons, buildings, furniture, 
equipment and miscellaneous running 
costs; reminds the Committee that it is 
spending the Union’s taxpayers’ money 
and is therefore under the obligation to 
strive to continuously improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of its 
spending;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska, Monica Macovei

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

4a. Notes that the budget spent on 
“Members’ travel and subsistence 
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allowances, attendance at meetings and 
associated expenditure” (8.4 million 
EUR or 94.7%)is higher in percentage 
and monetary terms than the one of the 
same period in the financial year 2016 
(92.6% and 7.6 million EUR respectively);

Or. en

Amendment 10
Wolf Klinz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 5

Motion for a resolution Amendment

5. Welcomes the commitment of the 
Committee to extend the performance-
based budgeting methodology to relevant 
parts of its budget; asks to be regularly 
informed on the achievements related to 
the application of the principles of PBB;

5. Calls on the Committee to extend 
the performance-based budgeting 
methodology to relevant parts of its 
budget; asks to be regularly informed on 
the achievements related to the application 
of the principles of PBB;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 6

Motion for a resolution Amendment

6. Welcomes the fact that the overall 
execution rate for payments at the end of 
December 2017 was 89,9 %; notes that the 
final payment execution rate at the end of 
the budget cycle (after payment of carry-
overs) will be higher and should ideally be 
close to the commitment rate;

6. Notes the fact that the overall 
execution rate for payments at the end of 
December 2017 was 89,9 %; notes that the 
final payment execution rate at the end of 
the budget cycle (after payment of carry-
overs) will be higher and should ideally be 
close to the commitment rate;

Or. en
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Amendment 12
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

6a. Regrets that the implementation 
rate for commitments in 2017 is slightly 
lower than in 2016 and 2015;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska, Monica Macovei

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 7

Motion for a resolution Amendment

7. Notes that the analytical tool for 
monitoring the budget execution, Budget 
Watch, is used to monitor the execution of 
commitments and payments of all budget 
lines centrally, which contributes to an 
optimisation of the budget execution 
through a better preparation for the 
reallocation of resources; calls on the 
Committee to strengthen its efforts related 
to the payment execution rates, in 
particular for Budget Title 2 concerning 
buildings, equipment and miscellaneous 
operating expenditure, where the payment 
execution rate was of 77,1 %;

7. Notes that the analytical tool for 
monitoring the budget execution, Budget 
Watch, is used to monitor the execution of 
commitments and payments of all budget 
lines centrally, which contributes to an 
optimisation of the budget execution 
through a better preparation for the 
reallocation of resources; urges the 
Committee to strengthen its efforts related 
to the payment execution rates, in 
particular for Budget Title 2 concerning 
buildings, equipment and miscellaneous 
operating expenditure, where the payment 
execution rate was of 77,1 %;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Benedek Jávor
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 9
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

9. Regrets that the Committee’s 
follow-up to the 2016 discharge resolution 
provides only indirect answers to 
Parliament’s remarks by referring to the 
Annual Activity Report in several points; 
stresses that the follow-up report is 
essential for the Committee for Budgetary 
Control to determine whether the 
Committee has implemented Parliament’s 
recommendations;

9. Regrets that the Committee’s 
follow-up to the 2016 discharge resolution 
provides only indirect answers to 
Parliament’s remarks by referring to the 
Annual Activity Report in several points; 
stresses that the follow-up report is 
essential for the Committee for Budgetary 
Control to determine whether the 
Committee has implemented Parliament’s 
recommendations; calls on the Committee 
to include all the necessary answers and 
explanations on the implementation of 
Parliament’s recommendations in their 
next follow-up report;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Notis Marias

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 9

Motion for a resolution Amendment

9. Regrets that the Committee’s 
follow-up to the 2016 discharge resolution 
provides only indirect answers to 
Parliament’s remarks by referring to the 
Annual Activity Report in several points; 
stresses that the follow-up report is 
essential for the Committee for Budgetary 
Control to determine whether the 
Committee has implemented Parliament’s 
recommendations;

9. Expresses its deep displeasure at 
the fact that the Committee’s follow-up to 
the 2016 discharge resolution provides 
only indirect answers to Parliament’s 
remarks by referring to the Annual Activity 
Report in several points; stresses that the 
follow-up report is essential for the 
Committee for Budgetary Control to 
determine whether the Committee has 
implemented Parliament’s 
recommendations;

Or. el

Amendment 16
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 10
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

10. Notes that the Committee reduced 
the overall number of posts in its 
establishment plan by 48 from 537 to 489 
between 2013 and 2017 mainly due to the 
5 % staff cuts and the implementation of a 
cooperation agreement concluded in 2014 
with the European Parliament; welcomes
that despite the staff cuts the Committee 
managed to reinforce its political work by 
reallocating more human resources from 
support services to the core business areas 
related to political and legislative activities; 
asks the Committee to be informed on the 
mapping of the workload distribution 
within the organisation to verify the match 
between tasks and resources;

10. acknowledges that the Committee 
reduced the overall number of posts in its 
establishment plan by 48 from 537 to 489 
between 2013 and 2017 mainly due to the 
5 % staff cuts and the implementation of a 
cooperation agreement concluded in 2014 
with the European Parliament; observes
that despite the staff cuts the Committee 
managed to reinforce its political work by 
reallocating more human resources from 
support services to the core business areas 
related to political and legislative activities; 
demands the Committee to be informed on 
the mapping of the workload distribution 
within the organisation to verify the match 
between tasks and resources;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Notes that contract staff increased 
from 34 posts in 2013 to 54 in 2017, while 
temporary staff increased from 64 post in 
2013 to 71 in 2017; notes that the increase 
of temporary and contract staff is mainly 
related to security issues prompted by the 
situation in Brussels; is concerned that part 
of this increase results from the need to 
compensate the overall staff reductions and 
might be detrimental to the distribution of 
workload and the long-term organisational 
development of the institution;

11. Notes with concern that contract 
staff increased from 34 posts in 2013 to 54 
in 2017, while temporary staff increased 
from 64 post in 2013 to 71 in 2017; notes 
that the increase of temporary and contract 
staff is mainly related to security issues 
prompted by the situation in Brussels; is 
concerned that part of this increase results 
from the need to compensate the overall 
staff reductions and might be detrimental 
to the distribution of workload and the 
long-term organisational development of 
the institution;

Or. en
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Amendment 18
Marco Valli, Laura Agea, Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16

Motion for a resolution Amendment

16. Welcomes the results of the mid-
term evaluation on the implementation of 
the cooperation agreement between the 
Committee and the European Economic 
and Social Committee which highlights 
that the governance and administrative 
structure was successfully simplified; 
welcomes the fact that the cooperation 
between own and joint services covering 
areas such as IT, EMAS, or meeting room 
management, for instance, is functioning 
well; notes that savings made in those 
operational domains outweigh by far the 
resources spent on coordination;

16. Notes the results of the mid-term 
evaluation on the implementation of the 
cooperation agreement between the 
Committee and the European Economic 
and Social Committee; notes that the 
cooperation between own and joint 
services covering areas such as IT, EMAS, 
or meeting room management, for instance, 
is functioning well; notes that savings 
made in those operational domains 
outweigh the resources spent on 
coordination; calls on the Committee and 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee to continue improving this 
interinstitutional cooperation in order to 
achieve further savings and thus reduce 
the budget of the respective institutions;

Or. it

Amendment 19
Marco Valli, Laura Agea, Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 20

Motion for a resolution Amendment

20. Notes that the amount dedicated to 
travel expenditure for Members amounted 
to EUR 8 882 955 in 2017;

20. Notes with concern that the amount 
dedicated to travel expenditure for 
Members amounted to EUR 8 882 955 in 
2017, thus registering a substantial 
increase compared to the previous year 
(EUR 8 258 075 in 2016); therefore calls 
on the Committee to introduce effective 
measures to reduce travel costs;

Or. it
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Amendment 20
José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 21 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

21a. Notes that for the period 2017-
2018 the target of the Committee of the 
Regions for publications of files and 
studies launched was 15 each year and 
notes with concern that for 2017 the 
number of publications was 9 while in 
2016 was 12; calls on the Committee of 
the Regions to put the necessary efforts in 
order to achieve the targets on 
publications and request a follow up of 
the situation in the follow up document of 
the discharge for the year 2017;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Benedek Jávor
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 25

Motion for a resolution Amendment

25. Notes that the share of women in 
middle management remained stable in 
2017 with around 38 % (compared to 37 % 
in 2015 and 33 % in 2016); regrets, 
however, that the share of women in senior 
management positions decreased from 33 
% in 2016 to around 25 % in 2017, due to 
the departure of a senior female manage in 
2017; welcomes the comprehensive 
measures undertaken by the Committee to 
improve the situation, including the 
creation of a new functional management 
scheme, which was designed, inter alia, to 

25. Regrets that the share of women in 
middle management has not seen any 
significant improvement in 2017 with 
around 38 % (compared to 37 % in 2015 
and 33 %in 2016); strongly regrets that the 
share of women in senior management 
positions further decreased from 33 % in 
2016 to around 25 % in 2017,due to the 
departure of a senior female manage in 
2017; welcomes the comprehensive 
measures undertaken by the Committee to 
improve the situation, including the 
creation of a new functional management 
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increase the number of women aspiring to 
carry out formal managerial duties; 
encourages the Committee to further
improve its performance in this regard;

scheme, which was designed, inter alia, to 
increase the number of women aspiring to 
carry out formal managerial duties; 
encourages the Committee to significantly
improve its performance in this regard and 
reports back on its progress to the 
discharge authority;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Benedek Jávor
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 27

Motion for a resolution Amendment

27. Welcomes the measures taken by 
the Committee to actively prevent 
harassment in the working environment, 
such as the regular training on the anti-
harassment policy and the work of the 
confidential counsellors; encourages the 
Committee to closely monitor the 
efficiency of its policy in this regard, to 
continue raising awareness about 
harassment at the work place and to foster 
a culture of zero tolerance toward 
harassment; expresses concern, however, 
that the Committee has no internal 
complaint mechanism or penalties 
provided for harassment cases involving its 
Members; calls the Committee to consider 
updating its code of conduct for Members 
and the internal rules of procedures in that 
regard;

27. Welcomes the measures taken by 
the Committee to actively prevent 
harassment in the working environment, 
such as the regular training on the anti-
harassment policy and the work of the 
confidential counsellors; encourages the 
Committee to closely monitor the 
efficiency of its policy in this regard, to 
continue raising awareness about 
harassment at the work place and to foster 
a culture of zero tolerance toward 
harassment; expresses concern, however, 
that the Committee has no internal 
complaint mechanism or penalties 
provided for harassment cases involving its 
Members; calls the Committee to update
its code of conduct for Members and the 
internal rules of procedures in that regard
and reports back to the discharge 
authority;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Marco Valli, Laura Agea, Fabio Massimo Castaldo
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Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 27

Motion for a resolution Amendment

27. Welcomes the measures taken by 
the Committee to actively prevent 
harassment in the working environment, 
such as the regular training on the anti-
harassment policy and the work of the 
confidential counsellors; encourages the 
Committee to closely monitor the
efficiency of its policy in this regard, to 
continue raising awareness about 
harassment at the work place and to foster 
a culture of zero tolerance toward 
harassment; expresses concern, however, 
that the Committee has no internal 
complaint mechanism or penalties 
provided for harassment cases involving its 
Members; calls the Committee to consider
updating its code of conduct for Members 
and the internal rules of procedures in that 
regard;

27. Welcomes the measures taken by 
the Committee to actively prevent 
harassment in the working environment, 
such as the regular training on the anti-
harassment policy and the work of the 
confidential counsellors; encourages the 
Committee to closely monitor the 
efficiency of its policy in this regard, to 
continue raising awareness about 
harassment at the work place and to foster 
a culture of zero tolerance toward 
harassment; expresses concern, however, 
that the Committee has no internal 
complaint mechanism or penalties 
provided for harassment cases involving its 
Members; calls the Committee to update
its code of conduct for Members and the 
internal rules of procedures in that regard;

Or. it

Amendment 24
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 28

Motion for a resolution Amendment

28. Welcomes the long-term building 
strategy which was approved by the 
Committee and by the European Economic 
and Social Committee in 2017; notes that 
that building strategy provides a 
framework for any future decision related 
to the building policy to be taken and 
contains a set of guiding principles in the 
field of real estate; notes that several 
scenarios have been identified and 
explored in order to prepare the building 
policy beyond 2021 with a priority given to 
scenarios that include the continued use of 
the VMA building; asks to be kept 

28. Notes the long-term building 
strategy which was approved by the 
Committee and by the European Economic 
and Social Committee in 2017; notes that 
that building strategy provides a 
framework for any future decision related 
to the building policy to be taken and 
contains a set of guiding principles in the 
field of real estate; notes that several 
scenarios have been identified and 
explored in order to prepare the building 
policy beyond 2021 with a priority given to 
scenarios that include the continued use of 
the VMA building; asks to be kept 
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informed about the ongoing negotiations 
with the Commission regarding the 
continued use of the VMA building; 
encourages the Committee, together with 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, to carry out an assessment of 
potential renovation needs and to make an 
estimation of the costs for the scenario 
where the two Committees take over the 
entire VMA building;

informed about the ongoing negotiations 
with the Commission regarding the 
continued use of the VMA building; 
encourages the Committee, together with 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, to carry out an assessment of 
potential renovation needs and to make an 
estimation of the costs for the scenario 
where the two Committees take over the 
entire VMA building;

Or. en

Amendment 25
José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 28 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

28a. Notes with satisfaction that the 
number of subscribers and activity rate of 
the Committee of the Regions online 
course for regional and local authorities 
(MOOC) has risen in a 5% of subscribers 
and 5 percentage points of activity rate 
after the low numbers in 2016 due to the 
terrorist attacks that took place in 
Brussels and notes with satisfaction that 
the number of visitors increased in 14% in 
2017;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Benedek Jávor
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 30

Motion for a resolution Amendment

30. Notes that the Committee is still 30. Notes that the Committee is still 
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awaiting the final report of OLAF 
concerning the whistleblowing case 
notified to OLAF in October 2016; asks 
the Committee to be kept informed about 
the outcome and the follow-up;

awaiting the final report of OLAF 
concerning the whistleblowing case 
notified to OLAF in October2016; asks the 
Committee to fully respect the findings 
and the outcome of the report and reports 
back to the discharge authority about the 
outcome and the follow-up actions taken;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Ryszard Czarnecki, Raffaele Fitto, Richard Sulík, Beata Gosiewska

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 32

Motion for a resolution Amendment

32. Calls on the Committee to swiftly 
comply with the Court of Justice’s 
judgement and to take all necessary 
measures to follow-up on its decision; 
encourages the Committee to consider 
finding an amicable settlement with the 
former internal auditor in the interest of 
both parties and requests that Parliament is 
regularly kept informed;

32. Urges on the Committee to swiftly 
comply with the Court of Justice’s 
judgement and to take all necessary 
measures to follow-up on its decision; 
encourages the Committee to consider 
finding an amicable settlement with the 
former internal auditor in the interest of 
both parties and requests that Parliament is 
regularly kept informed;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Benedek Jávor
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 34 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

34a. Calls for a mediation between the 
former internal auditor of the Committee 
and the Committee with the aim to an 
amicable settlement in the ongoing 
dispute in the interest of both parties; 
points out that such a mediation should 
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also address the bona-fide whistle-blower 
status of the former internal auditor (as 
recognized by the Parliament in its 
resolution of 2004) and the fact that he 
was acting in the interests of the EU by 
reporting wrongdoings to the EU 
institutions;

The mediation should help putting an end 
to the case and to reach an agreement on 
this principles by the end of 2019; should 
this not be the case or such a mediation 
should fail to achieve its goals the EP 
should take most serious stock of it in its 
next discharge resolution on the
Committee;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Arndt Kohn, Bart Staes, Wolf Klinz, José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Dennis de 
Jong, Marco Valli, Benedek Jávor

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 34 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

34a. Calls for a mediation between the 
former internal auditor of the Committee 
and the Committee with the aim to find an 
amicable settlement in the ongoing 
dispute in the interest of both parties; 
points out that such a mediation should 
also address the bona-fide whistle-blower 
status of the former internal auditor (as 
recognised by the Parliament in its 
resolution of 2004) and the fact that he 
was acting in the interests of the EU by 
reporting wrongdoings to the EU 
institutions;

Or. en
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