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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that the Commission's Draft General Budget 2016 proposes to step 
up Union support for an emblematic mobility programme such as Erasmus+, which is 
consistent with the Commission's commitment to increasing student mobility from the 
current 10% to 20% by the end of the decade;

2. Recalls the strong support consistently given by Parliament to adequate funding for 
culture and media programmes, given their important role in supporting cultural and 
creative industries; welcomes, therefore, the increase for the Creative Europe 
Programme, including multimedia actions, compared to the 2015 budget, while 
expressing reservations regarding the administrative division between its Culture and 
Media strands; regrets, however, the Council's decreased funding for this programme, as 
it could give the impression to Union citizens that it underestimates the value of culture 
as an engine for economic growth and personal development;

3. Strongly supports the proposed increase for ‘Europe for Citizens’; finds that the 
decrease in commitments and payments proposed by the Council is politically 
unjustified, as this programme is vital to civic participation in the democratic process in 
Europe and is a central instrument for participatory democracy in the Union;

4. Deeply regrets the fact that in Heading 3 the programmes involving culture and 
citizenship, such as ‘Creative Europe’ and ‘Europe for Citizens’ have had their budget 
reduced proportionally more than others in terms of both commitments and payments;

5. Points out that since the launch of the Cultural and Creative Sectors Guarantee Facility 
(CCSGF) in the framework of the ‘Creative Europe’ programme is planned for 2016, 
the fund needs to be allocated enough money in the first year of implementation to 
secure an effective start;

6. Recalls that investments in education, training, cultural and creative industries, as well 
as in research, should be included in the EFSI as they are a key factor for social 
inclusion which, at a later stage, will translate into investment decisions and sustainable 
economic growth, and – in the long run – competitiveness;

7. Highlights the positive role of pan-European networks made up of local and national 
media such as Euranet Plus and calls for a budgetary increase to ensure the ongoing 
activities and to consolidate a stable framework of financing for the future for Euranet 
Plus;

8. Points out with concern that the Commission has made no provision for a margin for 
further reinforcements or Pilot Projects (PPs) and Preparatory Actions (PAs) under 
Heading 3, nor even for the continuation of highly successful PP-PAs; stresses the 
importance of PP-PAs as tools for the formulation of political priorities and the 
introduction of new initiatives that might turn into standing Union activities and 
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programmes and calls for an exploration of ways in which to make room for possible 
PP-PAs in Heading 3;

9. Points out, in general, that decreased funding to European programmes in the fields of 
culture and education, and the delays in the finalisation of contracts and in payments 
between authorities and beneficiaries, endanger the full implementation of the 
programmes by the Commission and undermine the citizens' trust and the credibility of 
Institutions of the Union.
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