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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Deplores the fact that the EUR 200 million top-up for Erasmus+ proposed under the MFF 

revision for 2017-2020 has been reduced by the Council to EUR 100 million, with EUR 

50 million already allocated in 2017; recalls that these funds should be used in the policy 

framework for which they have been attributed, as Erasmus+ remains the main strategic 

investment in Europe’s young people; 

2. Notes that the proposed funding for the new Solidarity Corps draws heavily on Erasmus+ 

(around EUR 58 million in 2017), Europe for Citizens (around EUR 3.5 million a year), 

and the Employment and Social Innovation programme (14.2 million a year); notes, 

furthermore, that the distinction between the volunteering and occupational strands is not 

clear, and that there is therefore a risk of jeopardising the effectiveness of the existing 

European Voluntary Service (EVS) programme; insists that new initiatives require a new 

legal basis and clear policy design, and must be coordinated with other programmes; 

stresses that the future rollout of the Solidarity Corps must not undermine funding for 

priority education and culture programmes; stresses, furthermore, that the initiative does 

not provide a clear distinction between volunteering activities and job placements that 

would avoid any substitution of potential quality jobs with unpaid volunteering; 

3. Notes, in the context of new societal challenges for Europe, the need to strengthen a 

European approach to facing common European challenges by supporting large-scale 

innovation projects in the field of education, training and youth carried out by European 

civil society networks; points out that this could be done by allocating part of the overall 

Erasmus+ funding of Key Action 2 (Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good 

practices) to centralised actions; 

4. Notes the need to increase the operational support to European networks under Key 

Action 3 (Support for policy reform) in order to maximise the promotion and 

dissemination of the opportunities offered by Erasmus+; 

5. Recognises the role of grassroots sports in spreading the core European values of civic 

engagement, democracy, participation, human rights, volunteering and equality; calls for 

greater synergies between the fields of culture and sport and the EU’s external 

programmes; calls, in particular, for these programmes to include initiatives and budget 

lines for cultural and sporting activities, including grassroots sport and its role in external 

relations; calls for maintaining the sports chapter of the Erasmus+ programme and the 

financing of Special Annual Events; 

6. Welcomes the initiatives taken by the Commission in creating, under Erasmus+ and 

Creative Europe, a special call for projects dealing with refugees; calls on the Commission 

to evaluate and to continue to put forward these calls for proposals with an increased 

funding capacity, which would cover more needs and enable a forward-looking policy for 

the next MFF period; 

7. Underlines that both the Culture sub-programme under Creative Europe and the Europe 
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for Citizens programme continue to have low project success rates (11 % and 16 % 

respectively in 2016), causing frustration among applicants and hampering programme 

functioning; calls for more funds to be allocated to these programmes in 2018 in order to 

ensure effective delivery; welcomes the efforts made by the EU institutions in recent years 

to address the payments backlog; points out that delays in finalising contracts between the 

relevant bodies and beneficiaries, as well as late payments, jeopardise full implementation 

of the programmes by the Commission; 

8. Calls for greater synergies between culture and education programmes and EFSI and the 

ESI Funds, in particular the ESF; calls on the EIB to consider allocating a greater share of 

EFSI funding to cultural and creative industries (CCIs), as they can disseminate more and 

better than other sectors information about funding opportunities provided by EFSI; urges 

the Commission to promote the interaction between the Cultural and Creative Sector 

Guarantee Facility and EFSI in order to provide fit-for-purpose loans for cultural and 

creative industries and support the cultural and creative sector, thereby driving growth; 

welcomes the EFSI 2.0 proposal to enhance the role of the European Investment Advisory 

Hub, and notes its significant potential as a source of information on the potential pooling 

of EU funds and the creation of investment platforms, which can lead to more balanced 

sectoral and geographical coverage; 

9. Welcomes the agreement reached on the European Year of Cultural Heritage (EYCH) 

2018, with a budget of EUR 7 million in 2018, 4 million of which is fresh money; 

reiterates that funding for the EYCH must have no negative impact on Creative Europe, in 

line with the Council and Commission statements, or on Europe for Citizens; 

10. Recalls the excellent work done by Euranet+, the importance of the independent news 

coverage of EU affairs provided by this pan-European radio network, and its proven track 

record in better informing EU citizens; welcomes the positive efforts towards a 

provisional solution for its continuation; encourages the Commission to ensure the 

sustainability of this network beyond 2018, by securing a multiannual funding 

arrangement for the following years reflected in its own budget line and its inclusion in 

the scope of the next MFF; 

11. Points to the potential of pilot projects and preparatory actions as a means of testing out 

measures in EU policy areas and introducing new innovative initiatives that might become 

long-term EU measures; notes the success of the New Narrative for Europe, now in its 

final year as a preparatory action; stresses that this initiative has proven its worth, 

fostering debate and fresh thinking among young people on the challenges facing the EU; 

calls, in light of those challenges, for the initiative to be continued through the Youth 

strand of Erasmus+; 

12. Recalls that the Youth Guarantee scheme and the Youth Employment Initiative are key 

tools to address the persistent problem of high levels of youth unemployment, and calls 

for their continued improvement as well as for a substantial budget increase; takes note of 

the conclusions of the European Court of Auditors’ report on the Youth Guarantee; points 

out that more investments, growth-enhancing structural reforms and coordination in social 

policies are needed to support quality transitions of young people into the labour market in 

a sustainable way; 

13. Welcomes the permanent development of the LUX Prize towards a model based on the 
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participation of all EU citizens, as well as the first year of functioning of the House of 

European History and the success of the Parlamentarium, which has surpassed 

expectations; calls for a multiannual funding base for what are all excellent tools for 

communicating with EU citizens; 

14. Recalls the decision taken by Parliament within the 2017 EP budget procedure, which 

establishes the creation of an ‘interpretation in International Sign Language’ service for all 

plenary debates, and calls upon the administration to implement this decision with no 

further delay; 

15. Stresses that, in order to address the chronically low success rates of some EU 

programmes that are caused by underfunding and to provide for a counter-cyclical 

function of the EU budget, a system of genuine and consistent own resources must be put 

in place for the post-2020 MFF. 
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