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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Regional Development, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Believes that culture, education, youth and sport play a crucial role in promoting social 

cohesion and shaping the future of the EU, in particular with a view to building a 

community of citizens united in diversity by the ties of solidarity, and have tremendous 

potential in terms, inter alia, of generating European added value and economic prosperity 

in all the EU regions, in particular within the framework of cohesion policy; 

2. Recalls the importance of culture and cultural heritage, including with regard to the 

economic prosperity of cities and regions; calls, therefore, on the Member States to adopt 

all necessary measures to effectively safeguard tangible and intangible cultural heritage 

and to use all available cohesion policy tools to this end; recommends that cultural 

heritage be considered a horizontal priority for all the pillars of cohesion policy in the next 

generation of programmes and that the recommendations issued during the 2018 European 

Year of Cultural Heritage and its outcomes be taken into consideration; 

3. Stresses the importance of equal opportunities for those who are physically or 

geographically disadvantaged, to ensure that they have equal access to both culture and 

education; 

4. Underlines that investments in culture, education, youth and sport improve social cohesion 

in the EU significantly, in particular by facilitating the social integration of European 

citizens; 

5. Recognises the importance of safeguarding both natural and cultural heritage and 

harnessing their potential as economic drivers; 

6. Regrets that the Commission’s 7th report on economic, social and territorial cohesion fails 

to highlight the investments made in culture and does not make any quantitative or 

qualitative reference, broken down by sector, to culture-related projects, which accounted 

for at least EUR 11 billion of cohesion policy expenditure for the programming periods 

2007-2013 and 2014-2020, committed from the European Regional Development Fund; 

7. Notes that the EU’s cohesion and rural development policies can be instrumental in 

promoting the restoration of cultural heritage, supporting cultural and creative industries 

(CCIs) and financing the capacity building of cultural professionals; 

8. Underlines the importance of equal access to education, training and cultural activities in 

delivering genuine convergence and reducing disparities and socioeconomic inequalities 

among European regions; 

9. Urges the Commission to continue investing in culture, education, youth and sport, and to 

build on the positive outcomes of the two previous generations of programmes (2007-

2013; 2014-2020); 

10. Calls for the creation in the next programming period of possibilities for funding culture, 
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education, youth and sport via specially designated thematic objectives for European 

Structural and Investment (ESI) Fund investment; 

11. Highlights the potential of the cultural and creative sector (CCS) for youth employment; 

stresses that further promotion of and investment in the CCS may contribute substantially 

to improving investment, growth, innovation and employment; calls on the Commission, 

therefore, to consider the unique opportunities offered by the whole CCS, including NGOs 

and small associations; 

12. Calls on the Commission to include culture and education among the priority and strategic 

objectives for the next programming period, as both areas of focus and horizontal 

dimensions of regional development policies; 

13. Calls on the Member States to develop, within the sphere of cohesion policy, long-term 

and sustainable strategies in the fields of culture, education, youth and sport, which can 

serve as a basis for strategic investments during the 2021-2027 programming period; 

14. Insists that the projects selected should complement each other and calls on the 

Commission to fully exploit potential synergies between the ESI Funds, the European 

Investment Bank financial instruments available (the European Fund for Strategic 

Investments (EFSI)) and other EU programmes outlined for the 2014-2020 programming 

period, with specific reference to Erasmus+ and Creative Europe, through the provision of 

better information on an EU-wide basis and much more resolute implementation in the 

Member States and their regions; stresses that the grants should be aimed not only at 

developing infrastructure, but also at creating ‘cultural clusters’ combining several related 

fields, such as cultural heritage, CCIs, training programmes, cultural tourism, and local 

arts and crafts; 

15. Calls for steps to be taken, in the next programming period, to identify specific measures 

and to set aside resources for physical infrastructure, such as incubators, digital 

infrastructure (broadband, for example), and intangible infrastructure for educational, 

cultural and research bodies; 

16. Considers that post-2020 cohesion policy investments in culture and education should be 

more efficient and effective, in terms of both the quality and the quantity of the projects 

implemented; 

17. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support knowledge partnerships 

between universities, educational, professional and research bodies and cultural institutes 

in an effort to meet the growing need for new skills and for retraining in the CCS; 

18. Asks the Commission to include quality indicators for cultural heritage-related 

investments in the revised Common Provisions Regulation, as also required by 

Parliament’s resolution of 8 September 2015 entitled ‘Towards an integrated approach to 

cultural heritage for Europe’; 

19. Recalls the role of the CCIs and reiterates its call on the Commission to establish the CCIs 

as a horizontal priority; underlines that regions have a proven capacity to develop clusters 

and cross-border cooperation in this field, and notes the positive effects of smart 

specialisation in CCIs, to which the significant results recorded so far are testament; asks 
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the Commission and the Member States to maintain and strengthen the policies in this 

field and to use the funding available under EU programmes and the ESI Funds 

effectively; 

20. Calls for greater theoretical and practical scope for medium- and long-term projects in the 

cultural, audiovisual and creative sphere, by making provision for the combined use of the 

ESI Funds and the EFSI; 

21. Calls for cohesion policy measures to place greater emphasis on investment in the cultural 

and education sectors, in particular in urban and outlying areas, through the use of 

retraining and inclusion tools; 

22. Calls on the Commission to harness the capacity of the ERDF to support the development 

of sport infrastructure and promote sustainable sport and outdoor activities as a tool for 

regional and rural development, and of the European Social Fund to strengthen the skills 

and employability of workers in the sport sector; 

23. Urges the Member States to set aside a share of cohesion policy funding for high-quality 

cultural and education projects which, although deserving of funding, do not receive EU 

support owing to a lack of financial resources; 

24. Calls on the Member States to support integrated territorial projects with a cultural focus, 

such as cultural itineraries, which foster high-quality territorial development and public-

private partnerships in the area of cultural tourism. 
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