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Amendment  1 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues 

complementing the minority rights 

protection under the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  2 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

1. Recalls that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues; 

recalls that minority rights are covered by 

the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  3 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

1. Recalls that, despite the fact that 

the EU has no explicit competence 

regarding minority issues, minority rights 
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under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

are guaranteed under the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; notes in this 

connection that minority issues are not 

placed sufficiently high on the EU 

agenda; supports therefore an integrated 

approach to equality and non-

discrimination in order to ensure that 

Member States deal adequately with the 

diversity of people in their societies; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  5 

Andrea Bocskor, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; recalls that the EU 

has a special duty to take care of the more 

than 50 million people belonging to 
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national or regional minorities who live 

on its territory; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  6 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union; 

1. Regrets that the EU has no explicit 

competence regarding minority issues, but 

recalls that minority rights are guaranteed 

under the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union, which can also 

address a range of issues affecting those 

belonging to national and cross-border 

minorities; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  7 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1a. Deeply regrets the increase in 

racism, religious fanaticism, anti-

Semitism, Islamophobia, anti-Gypsyism 

and xenophobia in many EU Member 

States; notes in this connection that 

persons belonging to minorities still 

encounter obstacles in ensuring respect 

for their fundamental rights and continue 

to be victims of discrimination, hate 

speech and hate crimes and offences; 

stresses that the encouragement of inter-

cultural dialogue and inter-ethnic 
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tolerance pursuant to Article 6 of the 

Framework Convention for the Protection 

of National Minorities is an important 

public commitment; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  8 

Jill Evans, Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1a. Stresses that the EU has a duty to 

protect minorities and to guarantee their 

rights; notes that Article 2 of the Lisbon 

Treaty frames ‘minority protection’ as one 

of the fundamental values of the EU; 

further notes that Articles 21 - on non-

discrimination - and 22 - on cultural, 

religious and linguistic diversity - of the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights acquired 

legally binding form in the Lisbon Treaty; 

regrets that there is not at present a 

comprehensive EU approach on how to 

address issues in minority protection 

policy; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  9 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1a. Stresses that with respect for and 

in line with the principles of national 

sovereignty and territorial integrity only 

Members States can determine national 
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minorities and minority languages as well 

as effectively protect and guarantee 

minority rights within their territories; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  10 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1a. Stresses that it is the responsibility 

of the Member States to implement 

political and legislative measures to 

safeguard and promote the identity and 

rights of minorities, including ethnic, 

cultural, religious and linguistic rights; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  11 

Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1a. Recalls that multilingualism, 

including the various national sign 

languages, constitutes one of the greatest 

assets of cultural diversity in Europe; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  12 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 
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Paragraph 1 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 1b. Urges Member States, in 

accordance with the principles of 

subsidiarity and proportionality, to ensure 

that their legal systems protect minority 

groups from discrimination and to bring 

specific protection measures into line with 

applicable international standards; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  13 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Notes that, in line with the 

additional protocol on the rights of 

minorities to the European Convention on 

Human Rights, national minorities are to 

be considered as groups of persons who 

reside on the territory of a state, maintain 

longstanding ties with that state, display 

distinctive ethnic, cultural, religious or 

linguistic characteristics, are sufficiently 

representative, and are motivated by a 

concern to preserve their common 

identity; 

2. Welcomes the 20th anniversary of 

the entry into force of the Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages, the two 

key treaties of the Council of Europe on 

minorities rights; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  14 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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2. Notes that, in line with the 

additional protocol on the rights of 

minorities to the European Convention on 

Human Rights, national minorities are to 

be considered as groups of persons who 

reside on the territory of a state, maintain 

longstanding ties with that state, display 

distinctive ethnic, cultural, religious or 

linguistic characteristics, are sufficiently 

representative, and are motivated by a 

concern to preserve their common identity; 

2. Notes that, in line with the 

additional protocol on the rights of 

minorities to the European Convention on 

Human Rights, national minorities are to 

be considered as groups of persons who 

reside on the territory of a state, maintain 

longstanding ties with that state, display 

distinctive ethnic, cultural, religious or 

linguistic characteristics, are sufficiently 

representative, and are motivated by a 

concern to preserve their common identity; 

notes, at the same time, that in addition to 

national minorities there are other 

minority communities which need to be 

protected; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  15 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Considers that, with reference to 

this definition of national minorities, the 

languages of origin of groups of recent 

immigrants, if they are not the same as 

those of groups which have long-standing 

links to that State, cannot be regarded as 

minority languages; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  16 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

3. Notes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; notes 

that three Member States have not ratified 

the Charter and eight have not signed it; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  17 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 
guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to guarantee that 

persons belonging to a national or regional 

minority are not discriminated against; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  18 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

 

Draft opinion 
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Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for addressing 

national and regional minority issues 

through international instruments, such as 

the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  19 

Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages, but also 

the development of soft law, such as the 

OSCE's Hague Recommendations 

regarding the Education Rights of 

National Minorities and the OSCE's Oslo 

Recommendations regarding the 

Linguistic Rights of National Minorities; 

calls on the Member States to incorporate 

these standards and indications into their 

legal systems and to guarantee that persons 

belonging to a national or regional 
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minority are not discriminated against; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  20 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; calls, moreover, for 

Member States to ensure that people 

belonging to other minority communities 

are sufficiently protected and not subject 

to discrimination; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  21 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 

3. Welcomes the development of 

international standards for resolving 

national and regional minority issues 

through a number of legal instruments, 
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such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against; 

such as the Council of Europe Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities and the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages; calls on 

the Member States to incorporate these 

standards into their legal systems and to 

guarantee that persons belonging to a 

national or regional minority are not 

discriminated against and to accelerate all 

the procedures aiming at the validation of 

the signatures of the Minority Safe Pack 

Initiative;1a 

 _________________ 

 1a 1a • EU Recommendation for the 

protection and promotion of cultural and 

linguistic diversity • Funding programmes 

for small linguistic communities, •The 

creation of a Language Diversity Centre • 

The objectives of EU’s regional 

development funds to include the 

protection of national minorities and the 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity • Research about the added value 

of minorities to our societies and Europe • 

Approximating equality for stateless 

minorities e.g. Roma • A single European 

copyright law, so that services and 

broadcast can be enjoyed in the mother 

tongue • Freedom of service and reception 

of audio-visual content in the minority 

regions • Block exemption of regional 

(state) support for minority culture, media 

and cultural heritage conservation.  

Or. en 

 

Amendment  22 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Expresses concern over the fact 
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that multiple forms of discrimination and 

the segregation of Roma children in 

education remain a structural and deep-

rooted phenomenon in several Member 

States, contributing to the social exclusion 

of Roma and reducing their chances of 

integration in the education system, the 

labour market and in society as a whole; 

recalls that the issue of Roma segregation 

has been subject of a number of 

recommendations from the Commission 

and therefore calls on the governments to 

follow those recommendations and 

implement effective measures; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  23 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Recalls that the Article 14 of the 

aforementioned Council of Europe 

Framework Convention for the Protection 

of National Minorities recommends to 

endeavour to ensure, as far as possible 

and within the framework of their 

education systems, that persons belonging 

to those minorities have adequate 

opportunities for being taught the 

minority language or for receiving 

instruction in this language, without 

prejudice to the learning of the official 

language or the teaching in this language. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  24 

Jill Evans, Liadh Ní Riada 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Calls on the European 

Commission to establish a common EU 

framework for regional or minority 

languages, similar to the EU Framework 

for National Roma Integration Strategies, 

to encourage the Member States to 

develop strategies to improve the 

participation and representation of 

minorities in the political, cultural, social 

and economic life of the societies in which 

they live; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  25 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Emphasises the role of the EU 

institutions in raising awareness of the 

issues related to the protection of 

minorities, and in lending encouragement 

and support to the Member States in the 

promotion of cultural diversity and 

tolerance, especially through education, 

cultural cooperation and cross-border 

mobility opportunities ; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  26 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Points out that minorities suffer 

from economic and cultural 

marginalisation, social discrimination 

and political exclusion; stresses that 

women and minority LGBTI groups 

suffer various forms of discrimination on 

account of their ethnicity or gender, 

both inside and outside their 

communities; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  27 

Andrea Bocskor, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà, Milan Zver, Marc Joulaud 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Is convinced that mother-tongue 

language is a central element of cultural 

and individual identity, but besides it, 

learning the state language(s) is an 

important aspect of integrating into 

society; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  28 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3b. Notes that preventing or hindering 

minorities from progressively availing 

themselves of their economic, social, 

educational and cultural rights has 

implications for the general well-being of 
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individuals and communities and for the 

preservation of their identity; points out 

that that any restriction on aspects of their 

cultural identity that are in line with the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union, together with economic 

and social inequalities, may become a 

cause of conflict and social exclusion; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  29 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3c. Notes that the social inclusion of 

minorities has a positive impact on their 

economic and cultural integration; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  30 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3d. Recalls that an understanding of 

what is meant by 'culture' is essential in 

order to define the scope of minority 

rights in this respect; notes that, in a 

broad sense, culture amounts to the sum 

total of material and non-material 

activities and achievements of a given 

community and distinguishes it from 

others; stresses that cultural rights should 

include: the right to participate in cultural 

life; the right to enjoy culture; the right to 
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choose to belong to a group; language 

rights; and protection of the cultural and 

scientific heritage; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  31 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3e. Recalls that Member States have 

an obligation to guarantee to minorities 

the full enjoyment of their human rights, 

whether as individuals or as a 

community; points out that it is also 

incumbent on the Member States 

to ensure the preconditions 

for preservation of the cultural assets of 

minorities and to encourage their 

participation in the cultural life of the 

community; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  32 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 f (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3f. Stresses the need for minorities to 

be duly informed and to give their 

free consent before any use is made of 

artistic content relating to their activities 

in order to safeguard their intellectual 

property rights; 

Or. pt 
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Amendment  33 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 g (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3g. Recalls that language is an 

essential element of minority cultures, 

distinguishing them from the mainstream 

and ensuring the expression, 

dissemination and transmission thereof; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  34 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 h (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3h. Recalls that while, on the one 

hand, minority groups have the right to 

learn the national language in the same 

way as the remainder of the population, 

on the other hand, Member States should 

provide opportunities for all those 

interested on either side to learn minority 

languages; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  35 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 i (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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 3i. Calls on the Member States, in the 

wake of the European Year of Cultural 

Heritage, to enhance and promote their 

minority cultures, thereby encouraging 

the dissemination of their history and 

traditions and ensuring that these 

communities do not remain isolated; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  36 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education 

in these languages at all levels of 

education in the territories in which they 

live; 

4. Encourages the Member States, 

therefore, to ensure that persons belonging 

to regional, ethnic and linguistic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

own language, history and culture at all 

levels of education in the region in which 

they live; stresses, however, that people 

belonging to minorities should also learn 

the language, history and culture of the 

majority population, and that pupils – and 

the general public – belonging to the 

majority population should be acquainted 

with the history and culture of minorities 

and given the opportunity to learn to 

minority languages; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  37 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

4. Recalls that education in mother-

tongue and official language of the 

Member State is essential for 

strengthening the value of European 

Citizenship; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to equal 

learning in their minority languages and 

in the official language of the Member 

State, and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  38 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

4. Notes that, in the European 

Union, 40 to 50 million people speak one 

of the 60 minority and regional 

languages that are in serious danger of 

extinction; recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; calls on 

the Member States to develop a concerted 

strategy for the integration of 'non-

territorial languages', defined as idioms 

spoken by minority populations that 

cannot be identified with a particular 

area, such as the languages of the 

Eastern European Jewish community and 

the Roma; 
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Or. pt 

 

Amendment  39 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education 

in these languages at all levels of 

education in the territories in which they 

live; 

4. Recalls that, while linguistic 

diversity is an asset, so is linguistic unity; 
Member States are, therefore, free to 

decide what status to accord to regional 

and minority languages in their education 

systems; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  40 

Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities, 

whether they be of school age or adults, 
have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

Or. it 
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Amendment  41 

Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 

languages and even to receive education in 

these languages at all levels of education in 

the territories in which they live; 

4. Recalls that minority language 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic or linguistic 

minorities have adequate opportunities to 

learn their languages and to receive 

education through the medium of minority 

languages at all levels of education in the 

territories in which they live; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  42 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Stresses that greater efforts should 

be made to ensure access to education and 

training for pupils from national or 

regional minorities and to support 

regional educational institutions that 

provide services in their mother tongue; 

encourages the Member States to 

facilitate the development of teaching in 

the regions with national or regional 

minorities in the mother tongue of pupils 

and students; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  43 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Urges the Member States to foster 

access to minority and regional languages 

by means of funding and support for 

translation, dubbing and subtitling 

activities and the compilation of 

appropriate and non-discriminatory 

administrative, commercial, economic, 

social, technical and legal terminologies; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  44 

Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Calls on the Member States and 

the Commission to ensure the provision of 

education in minority languages and for 

the opportunity to have the minority 

language as the main medium of 

instruction in both public and private 

educational institutions; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  45 

Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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 4b. Notes that some border areas 

share a common language that is not an 

official EU language; believes that 

increased levels of funding for teaching 

and promoting lesser-used cross-border 

languages would strengthen cooperation, 

increase mobility for minorities across 

borders and enrich the cultural diversity 

and heritage of those areas; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  46 

Andrea Bocskor, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4b. In the regions with national or 

regional minorities, Member States are 

invited to ensure that people living in 

widely scattered settlements receive 

appropriate education in the language of 

regional or national minority; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  47 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4c. Encourages the Member States to 

ensure that those who speak a regional or 

minority language as their mother tongue 

have the opportunity to learn the official 

language sufficiently, by incorporating 

good practice from the teaching of foreign 

and second languages into the 
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methodological approach adopted for 

teaching the official language of the 

State; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  48 

Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Encourages the Member States to 

ensure that those who speak a regional or 

minority language as their mother tongue 

have the opportunity to learn the official 

language sufficiently; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  49 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4d. Encourages the Member States to 

produce textbooks that meet the needs of 

the speakers of regional or minority 

languages, and -if that proves to be 

impossible- facilitate the use of textbooks 

from other countries published in those 

languages, in co-operation with 

educational regulation bodies of the 

countries where regional or minority 

languages are used; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  50 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special 

teaching methodologies for official 

languages for children with minority-

language backgrounds; 

deleted 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  51 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special 

teaching methodologies for official 

languages for children with minority-

language backgrounds; 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special teaching methodologies for official 

languages for children with minority-

language backgrounds; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  52 

Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special teaching 

methodologies for official languages for 

children with minority-language 

backgrounds; 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages in those regions with a 

recognised linguistic minority and to step 

up the teaching of official languages to 

children with minority-language 

backgrounds; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  53 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special teaching 

methodologies for official languages for 

children with minority-language 

backgrounds; 

5. Urges Member States to provide 

funding for the development of special 

curricula, methodologies and textbooks to 

ensure effective teaching in both minority 

languages and official languages for 

children with minority-language 

backgrounds; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  54 

Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

5. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for teacher training and 

the development of special curricula 
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textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special teaching 

methodologies for official languages for 

children with minority-language 

backgrounds; 

(including for lifelong learning), 

methodologies and textbooks to ensure 

effective teaching in minority languages 

and of special teaching methodologies for 

official languages for children with 

minority-language backgrounds; calls on 

Member States furthermore to promote 

stable cross-border relations, including 

through the tools of cultural, artistic and 

educational cooperation, especially in 

those areas where linguistic minorities are 

most strongly represented; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  55 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Deeply regrets that, in some 

Member States, pupils belonging to a 

linguistic minority are not integrated in 

mainstream educational establishments 

but are placed in special schools with the 

justification that they are not sufficiently 

proficient in the language of instruction; 

calls on the Member States to refrain 

from such segregation and to take 

adequate measures to enable such pupils 

to attend classes in normal schools; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  56 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà, Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 



 

PE623.877v01-00 30/64 AM\1157016EN.docx 

EN 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Calls on the European 

Commission to strengthen the promotion 

of programmes focused on the exchange 

of experiences and best practices 

concerning education in regional and 

minority languages in Europe; calls on 

the European Union and Commission to 

put greater emphasis on regional and 

minority languages in the future 

generation of Erasmus+, Creative Europe 

and Europe for Citizens programmes 

under the new MFF; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  57 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5b. Stresses the continuing need for 

urgent action as regards the social 

situation of the Roma, which can only be 

described as desolate, given that in large 

parts of the EU their position remains 

precarious, notably in terms of access to 

the labour and housing markets as well as 

educational and health facilities; calls, 

therefore, on the Member States to take 

corrective action in the event of 

discriminatory practices against members 

of the Roma community, in particular 

where public bodies are involved; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  58 

Petra Kammerevert 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5c. Recalls that the protection and 

strengthening of cultural heritage related 

to minorities in the Member States – a key 

component of the cultural identity of 

communities, groups and individuals – 

plays a crucial role in social cohesion; 

stresses in this connection that the 

development of any cultural heritage 

policy should be inclusive, citizen-centred 

and participatory, including consultation 

and dialogue with the minority 

communities concerned; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  59 

Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast 

media should in no way restrict minority 

rights; 

6. Highlights the fact that the media 

plays a central role with regard to cultural 

and linguistic rights; recalls that the media 

should reflect the plurality of the 

population, and respect the principle of 

non-discrimination; calls on the Member 

States and the Commission to promote the 

presence of minority languages in public 

and private media, as well as on online 

interfaces, social media and language 

technologies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  60 

Angel Dzhambazki 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast 

media should in no way restrict minority 

rights; 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-discrimination; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  61 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast media 

should in no way restrict minority rights; 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast media 

should in no way restrict minority rights; 

Member States remain free to determine 

the language of the public media and to 

ban a private media organisation on 

grounds of national security; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  62 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

6. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 
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respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast media 

should in no way restrict minority rights; 

respect the principle of non-discrimination 

and that state regulation of broadcast media 

should in no way restrict minority rights; is 

also of the opinion that the media should 

report accurately and in a balanced 

manner on incidents relevant to 

minorities; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  63 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Emphasises that adequate access 

to, and a corresponding visibility in, 

public audiovisual media and the right to 

establish and operate private print and 

audiovisual media are essential for the 

protection and promotion of the 

independent identity of minorities; 

considers it necessary, in the enforcement 

of such rights, for minorities to benefit 

from a proportionate allocation of 

financial and other resources from public 

or quasi-public sources, given that, 

without subsidies, media content by and 

for smaller minority communities in 

particular can hardly survive in the highly 

competitive markets; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  64 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà, Marc Joulaud 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Restates firmly that freedom of 

expression includes the ability of 

minorities to express themselves and 

communicate freely with members of their 

own communities and others in their own 

language through private and public 

sector broadcast, print and electronic 

media; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  65 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6b. Encourages the Member States to 

promote the use of regional or minority 

languages at regional level by adopting 

legal and regulatory standards, as well as 

by means of appropriate incentives in 

their media policy; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  66 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6c. Calls on the Member States and 

Commission to provide appropriate 

funding for the promotion of the identity, 

language, history and culture of national 

and regional minorities; 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  67 

Andrea Bocskor, Marc Joulaud 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6d. Calls on the Commission and the 

Member States to create the legal and 

regulatory conditions to ensure the 

freedom of service, passage and reception 

of audio-visual content in those regions 

where the minorities live in order to watch 

and listen content in their mother tongue, 

by, for example, encouraging the cross-

border licensing for broadcasting; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  68 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6e. Considers that in order to 

encourage and facilitate the effective 

participation of minorities in public life, 

the use of their languages in 

municipalities, electoral, administrative, 

consultative and other public 

participation processes should be 

encouraged, where practicable; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  69 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver, Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 



 

PE623.877v01-00 36/64 AM\1157016EN.docx 

EN 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 f (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6f. Invites the Member States to 

promote and encourage the use of 

regional or minority languages at local 

and regional level; with this aim in mind, 

actively encourage municipal authorities 

to ensure the use of such languages in 

practice; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  70 

Andrea Bocskor, Milan Zver 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 g (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6g. Calls on the Member States and 

the Commission to ensure that place 

names and topographical designations are 

written in their correct form and available 

in the languages commonly used in a 

given region, including on signs 

indicating entry into or exit from urban 

areas, on all road signs providing 

information and also important 

instructions and public announcements; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  71 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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7. Calls on the Commission to 

present a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

deleted 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  72 

María Teresa Giménez Barbat 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Calls on the Commission to present 

a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

7. Calls on the Commission to have 

regard to the European Parliament's 

Report of 21 December 2015 on the role of 

intercultural dialogue, cultural diversity 

and education in promoting EU 

fundamental values; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  73 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Calls on the Commission to 

present a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

7. Notes that the protection and 

promotion of the cultural and linguistic 

diversity of minorities are at the discretion 

of Member States; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  74 
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Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Calls on the Commission to present 

a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

7. Calls on the Commission to 

promote research into education, 

language learning and models of 

education in multilingual contexts, to 

support programmes focusing on 

exchanges of experience and best 

practices relating to regional and minority 

languages in Europe and to present a 

legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  75 

Petra Kammerevert 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Calls on the Commission to present 

a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

7. Considers it necessary to improve 

the EU’s legislative framework to protect 

the rights of persons belonging to 

minorities in a comprehensive manner; 
calls, therefore, on the Commission to 

present a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  76 

Jill Evans 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Calls on the Commission to present 

a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; 

7. Calls on the Commission to present 

a legislative proposal or an EU 

recommendation on the protection and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic 

diversity; calls further on the Commission 

to allocate the area of ‘multilingualism 

and language technology’ to the portfolio 

of a Commissioner; considers that the 

Commissioner responsible should be 

tasked with promoting linguistic diversity 

and equality at EU level, given the 

importance of protecting European 

minority languages in the digital age; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  77 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7a. Notes the frequent link between 

the cultural identity of a minority group 

and a particular geographical territory; 

points out that for many minority groups 

the right to land defines the way and the 

means by which they live and practice 

their culture; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  78 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 
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Paragraph 7 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7a. Draws attention to the positive 

value of promoting cultural diversity and 

raising awareness, especially at local and 

regional level where possibilities of a 

direct impact are much greater; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  79 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7b. Considers that local and regional 

authorities should play an active role in 

the assimilation of minorities, for example 

through the planning and organisation by 

municipal councils and assemblies of 

information sessions and training 

activities and the provision of 

administrative assistance to facilitate their 

integration; urges the Member States to 

exchange information and examples of 

good practice in this area; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  80 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7c. Calls on the Commission and the 

Member States to provide the local and 

regional authorities with adequate 
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financial and other own resources 

to formulate and implement the strategies 

they deem best for the protection of 

minorities; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  81 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7d. Notes that education is one of the 

best means of enabling young people 

belonging to minorities to learn about 

their heritage and history and for their 

culture to be disseminated and recognized 

by society at large; stresses that education 

is fundamental to the promotion of 

minority rights and constitutes a 

precondition for the enjoyment of 

economic, political, social and cultural 

rights; points out that education is a 

vehicle for the empowerment of those 

belonging to minorities, enabling them to 

participate meaningfully in the society 

they belong to; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  82 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7e. Believes that educational activities 

are fundamental for the assimilation of 

children and young people belonging to 
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minorities, while observing that they are 

equally conducive to the integration of 

their parents and families; urges Member 

States to encourage schools to organise 

extracurricular activities involving 

parents and children, thereby enhancing 

the levels of interaction within the entire 

educational community; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  83 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 f (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3f. Recommends investment in the 

preparation of staff, especially teaching 

staff, in educational establishments 

catering for minorities, providing them 

with the necessary skills to work with 

students from different cultural, religious, 

ethnic or linguistic backgrounds; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  84 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 g (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 3g. Encourages the Member States to 

promote cultural diversity and respect for 

such differences through a pluralist, 

inclusive and democratic education 

system; 

Or. pt 
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Amendment  85 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 h (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7h. Encourages the Member State 

governments to include minority 

representatives in deliberations on the 

organisation of their education systems; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  86 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 i (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7i. Recommends that, for the next 

period, 2021-2027, ESF+ appropriations 

earmarked for the promotion of social 

inclusion be used to support educational 

and cultural projects aimed at integrating 

ethnic, religious, cultural or linguistic 

minorities; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  87 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 j (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7j. Recalls that non-discrimination 

and equality with regard to minorities and 
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other disadvantaged groups are the first 

principles of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO); notes that, in the 

promotion and application of 

fundamental rights and principles at the 

workplace, the ILO pays special attention 

to socially or economically disadvantaged 

groups and that its rules take account of 

the need to uphold and protect the rights 

of minorities; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  88 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 k (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7k. Calls on the Member 

States regularly to collect data and 

provide statistical information regarding 

the assimilation of minorities into 

educational establishments, the 

employment market and civic life; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  89 

Liliana Rodrigues 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 l (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7l. Calls on the Commission to set up 

mechanisms to monitor the progress of 

Member States in fulfilling their 

obligations regarding the protection of 

minority rights; 
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Or. pt 

 

Amendment  90 

Dominique Bilde 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to establish the office of a 

Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights 

whose mandate would be to monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits. 

deleted 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  91 

Santiago Fisas Ayxelà 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to establish the office of a 

Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights 

whose mandate would be to monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits. 

8. Calls the Commission to monitor 

the implementation of the Convention on 

the Protection of National Minorities and 

the European Charter for Regional or 
Minority Languages in the Member states 

and to provide them recommendations. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  92 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to establish the office of a 

Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights 

whose mandate would be to monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits. 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to regularly monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  93 

Silvia Costa 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to establish the office of a 

Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights 

whose mandate would be to monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits. 

8. Considers that it should be 

envisaged to establish the office of a 

Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights 

whose mandate would be to monitor the 

implementation and fulfilment of minority 

rights and to draw up reports based on 

country visits and to further develop links 

with the OSCE High Commissioner on 

National Minorities. 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  94 

Herbert Dorfmann, Andrea Bocskor, József Nagy 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Calls on the Commission and the 

Member States to create the legal and 

regulatory conditions which ensures the 

freedom of service, passage and reception 
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of audio-visual content in those regions 

where the minorities live in order to watch 

and listen content in their mother tongue, 

which is broadcasted cross-border without 

being geoblocked. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  95 

Jill Evans 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Advises that the Donostia Protocol 
1a, launched in December 2016, with input 

from language NGOs from across Europe 

is a useful standard-setting tool for the 

protection and promotion of minority 

languages, aimed at ensuring that 

speakers of European lesser used 

languages are empowered to live their 

lives in their language; 

 _________________ 

 1a http://protokoloa.eus/en/ 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  96 

Angel Dzhambazki 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Supports anti-discrimination 

measures and programmes aimed at 

raising awareness, protecting and 

promoting cultural diversity, however is of 

the view that Member States also need to 
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implement measures aimed at actively 

engaging minorities in order to prevent 

their isolation but also to help them 

become active members of the 

community; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  97 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Recalls that the European 

Commission against Racism and 

Intolerance (Council of Europe) 

Recommendation 7 stipulates that 

language discrimination is a form of both 

direct and indirect racism; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  98 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8b. Advises that the Donostia Protocol, 

launched in December 2016, with input 

from language NGOs from across Europe 

is a useful standard-setting tool for the 

protection and promotion of regional or 

minority languages aimed at ensuring 

that speakers of European lesser used 

languages are empowered to live their 

lives in their language; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  99 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8c. Calls on the EU to develop an EU 

Directive or Regulation that works to 

substantively promote and protect 

Europe’s regional or minority languages; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  100 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8d. In addition to legislation, calls on 

the EU to establish a European 

Languages Commissioner or 

Ombudsperson who acts to ensure the 

language rights of regional or minority 

language speakers; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  101 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8e. Calls on those Member States that 

are yet to ratify the ECRML and FCNM, 

an obligation under the Copenhagen 
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criteria, to ratify these Treaties 

immediately; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  102 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 f (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8f. Calls on the EU to formally link 

ECRML and FCNM violation and lack of 

implementation as grounds to trigger the 

EU infringement proceedings 

mechanism; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  103 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 g (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8g. Calls on the EU to ensure that 

violation of Article 21, discrimination on 

the grounds of language, of the Charter 

of Fundamental Rights, acts to trigger 

infringement proceedings; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  104 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 h (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 8h. Calls on the EU to include 

‘language’ as a ground for discrimination 

under Article 10 of the TFEU; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  105 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 i (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8i. Insists that the EU recognises 

language discrimination as a violation of 

human rights which undermines 

European values; calls on the 

Fundamental Rights Agency to start 

dealing in its work programme with anti-

regional or minority language 

discrimination; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  106 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 j (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8j. Calls of the EU Establish a 

European Framework Strategy for 

regional or minority languages similar to 

the Roma Framework Strategy. 

Or. en 
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Amendment  107 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 k (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8k. Expresses deep concern on the rise 

of extremism and xenophobia in Europe, 

in this context, the protection of European 

minorities’ rights must be considered a 

priority; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  108 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 l (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8l. Highlights that the protection of 

minorities as part of the world’s cultural 

and linguistic diversity, is essential to 

stability, democracy and peace in Europe; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  109 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 m (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8m. Recalls that mother-tongue 

education is essential for upholding 

language rights; encourages the Member 

States, therefore, to ensure that persons 

belonging to regional ethnic minorities 

have adequate opportunities to learn their 
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languages and even to receive education 

in these languages at all levels of 

education in the territories in which they 

live; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  110 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 n (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8n. Calls on the Member States to 

provide funding for the development of 

special curricula, methodologies and 

textbooks to ensure effective teaching in 

minority languages and of special 

teaching methodologies for official 

languages for children with minority 

language backgrounds; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  111 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 o (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8o. Recalls that the media should 

reflect the plurality of the population and 

respect the principle of non-

discrimination and that state regulation of 

broadcast media should in no way restrict 

minority rights; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  112 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 p (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8p. Welcomes the success of the 

Minority Safe Pack Initiative, as referred 

in art 11(4) TUE, supported by 1,215,789 

European citizens asking the EU a 

legislative framework for protecting 

minority rights through 9 legislatives acts; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  113 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 q (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8q. Urges the Commission to present 

the legislative proposals in accordance 

with the Minority Safepack initiative, 

without undue delay, when the certificate 

of validity of the signatures sent by 

Member States has been received; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  114 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 r (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8r. Recalls that human rights are 

universal and that no minority should 

suffer discrimination; emphasises that 
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minority rights are an inalienable part of 

the principle of the rule of law; notes that 

there is a higher risk of violation of rights 

of minorities when the rule of law is not 

respected; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  115 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 s (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8s. Believes that the EU infringement 

procedure under article 7 (TEU) should 

be used in case of a clear risk of a serious 

and persistent breach of the values set out 

in article2 (TEU) by a Member States; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  116 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 t (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8t. Stresses that the protection and 

strengthening of cultural heritage related 

to national minorities in the Member 

States – a key component of the cultural 

identity of communities, groups and 

individuals – plays a crucial role in social 

cohesion; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  117 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 u (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8u. Considers that Member States 

should consistently uphold the rights of 

minorities and periodically assess whether 

those rights are being respected; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  118 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 v (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8v. Deplores the fact that persons 

belonging to minorities still encounter 

obstacles in ensuring respect for their 

fundamental rights and remain victims of 

hate speech and hate crimes; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  119 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 w (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8w. Emphasises the role of the EU 

institutions in raising awareness of the 

issues related to the protection of 

minorities and encouraging and 

supporting the Member States in 

promoting cultural diversity and 
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tolerance, especially through education; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  120 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 x (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8x. Stresses that the development of 

any cultural heritage policy should be 

inclusive, community based and 

participatory, involving consultation and 

dialogue with the minority communities 

concerned; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  121 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 y (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8y. Notes that the EU lacks effective 

tools to monitor respect for minority 

rights; calls for effective EU-wide 

monitoring of the situation of 

autochthonous and linguistic minorities; 

considers that the EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights should carryout 

enhanced monitoring of discrimination 

against national minorities in Member 

States; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  122 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 z (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8z. Encourages the Member States to 

ensure that the right to use a minority 

language is upheld and to protect 

linguistic diversity within the Union in 

accordance with the EU Treaties;  

Or. en 

 

Amendment  123 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8aa. Believes that linguistic rights must 

be respected in communities where there 

is more than one official language, 

without limiting the rights of one 

compared with another, in line with the 

constitutional order of each Member 

State; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  124 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Calls on the Commission to strengthen 

the promotion of the teaching and use of 

regional and minority languages, as a 
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potential way of tackling language 

discrimination in the EU; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  125 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Encourages the Commission to take more 

resolute steps to combat LGBTI 

discrimination and homophobia, 

including concrete legislative measures, 

while respecting the competences of 

Member States; recommends monitoring 

LGBTI rights and providing clear and 

accessible information on the recognition 

of cross-border rights for LGBTI persons 

and their families in the EU; considers 

that Member States should duly invest in 

providing targeted education at different 

stages in order to prevent bullying and 

combat homophobia in a structured 

manner; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  126 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Condemns the instances of 

discrimination, segregation, hate speech, 

hate crime and social exclusion 

experienced by Roma people; condemns 

the continuous discrimination against 
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Roma people in access to housing, health 

care, education and the labour market; 

recalls that all European citizens should 

receive equal assistance and protection 

regardless of their ethnic origin; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  127 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Calls on the Commission and the Member 

States to collect reliable and comparable 

data on equality in consultation with 

minority representatives in order to 

measure inequalities and discrimination; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  128 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Calls on the Member States to exchange 

good practice and to apply tried and tested 

solutions in addressing the problems 

faced by minorities throughout the 

European Union; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  129 

Liadh Ní Riada 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Insists on the importance of pursuing 

equality policies that enable all ethnic, 

cultural and religious minorities to enjoy 

their fundamental rights uncontested; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  130 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Urges the Member States to give proper 

consideration to minority rights, to ensure 

the right to use a minority language and 

to protect linguistic diversity within the 

Union; calls on the Commission to 

strengthen its plan to promote the 

teaching and use of regional languages, 

as a potential way of tackling language 

discrimination in the EU; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  131 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a i (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8ai. Stresses the importance of 

promoting EU-wide research on 

education; recognises the positive effects 
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of language learning; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  132 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a j (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8aj. Calls on the Commission and 

Member States to invest in the 

development of qualitative teaching 

material in minority languages for all 

educational levels; recognizes that it is 

vital for providers of regional and 

minority language education to have 

access to up-to-date and high-quality; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  133 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a k (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8ak. Calls on Member States promote 

stable relationships between countries, 

especially in border regions where more 

than one language is spoken; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  134 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 
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Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Asks the Commission and Member States 

to develop an international reward system 

which stimulates teachers to become 

proficient in teaching in a multilingual 

classroom; The European Union should 

create a framework in which teachers are 

stimulated to undertake activities that 

expand their expertise in teaching (in)a 

regional or minority language; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  135 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Asks the EU and Member States to raise 

awareness for multilingualism throughout 

Europe; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  136 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph null (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Encourages Member States to ratify the 

ECRML and to adopt the corresponding 

measures that come with it. This is in line 

with the recommendation made in 

NPLD’s Roadmap to Linguistic Diversity 

(2015). 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  137 

Liadh Ní Riada 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a o (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8ao. Encourages Member States to 

provide a continuous learning line for 

minority languages from pre-primary 

education to third-level education; calls 

on the EU to collaborate with Member 

States to facilitate the continuation of 

minority language learning throughout 

all educational levels. 

Or. en 

 


