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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the inclusion of an external dimension chapter in the recent reform of the 
Common Fisheries Policy regulation, in which Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
Agreements (SFPA) and fishing in RFMOs are formally regulated for the first time;

2. Underlines the need for the EU to respect its obligation to promote environmentally and 
socially sustainable fisheries in developing countries through all EU policies that affect 
fisheries in developing countries (aid, trade, fisheries);

3. Insists that transparency, accountability and stakeholder participation are to be considered 
key elements of EU fisheries relations with third countries;

4. Insists on the importance of promoting ecosystem protection and maintaining fish stocks 
above levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield, as more abundant fish 
stocks are an important requirement to enable the development of third countries’ coastal 
fishing communities, in line with the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Small-
Scale fisheries;

5. Stresses the need to support the development of local communities whose livelihoods 
depend mostly on fishing and activities related to the fishing industry; underlines the need 
for supporting measures aimed at promoting the transfer of technologies, transfer of 
know-how, capacity management, multi-stakeholder partnerships and other investments 
for the benefit of the fishing industry;

6. Notes that ship owners sign private agreements with the governments of third countries, 
which are outside the scope of the CFP; is concerned that the Commission is not 
systematically notified of such agreements; is worried that this could, under certain 
circumstances, lead to unfair competition with developing countries’ local fishing 
communities, as well as with EU ship owners operating under bilateral agreements;

7. Emphasises that European investments in third countries’ fisheries under the guise of joint 
ventures must be covered by the CFP; stresses that the EU should, through its SFPAs, 
promote a dialogue with partner countries on the establishment of a regulatory framework 
in order to ensure that joint ventures in the catching, processing and marketing sectors 
formed with partners from the EU or other countries operate in a transparent manner, do 
not compete with the local artisanal sector and contribute to the development objectives of 
the country concerned.
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