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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that, at global level, the EU makes a significant contribution in the fight against 
biodiversity loss and that, with its Member States, it is the main donor of funds for 
biodiversity conservation and the largest contributor of official development assistance for 
biodiversity, with a doubling of funding between 2006 and 2013; emphasises, 
nevertheless, the need to boost the EU’s contribution to preserving biodiversity at global 
level in order to attain the Aichi Biodiversity Targets on time;

2. Underlines the critical role of biodiversity in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
in particular Goals 14 ‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources’ and 15 ‘Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation 
and halt biodiversity loss’; recalls that the EU has incredible biodiversity, in particular 
thanks to its outermost regions, but also in overseas countries and territories that are 
associated with it; calls therefore for the EU to remain strongly committed to further 
strengthening the Convention on Biological Diversity and to ensure that it is implemented 
effectively;

3. Notes that habitat fragmentation, degradation and destruction due to land-use change, 
climate change, unsustainable consumption patterns and the use of the seas are some of 
the main pressures and drivers causing biodiversity loss in the EU and beyond its borders; 
emphasises, in the light of this, the need to identify and establish indicators that 
unequivocally and scientifically measure the state of biodiversity in a given area or region 
and to support a rational and sustainable use of resources both within the EU and at global 
level, including in developing countries, and, in particular, urges the EU to better anchor 
its international biodiversity commitments to its climate change and Europe 2020 
strategies; stresses that a more resource-efficient economy and a reduction in 
overconsumption could enable the EU to reduce its dependence on natural resources, in 
particular from outside Europe; recalls also that ecosystem-based approaches to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation could provide cost-effective alternatives to technological 
solutions, while progress in many applied sciences depends on the long-term availability 
and diversity of natural assets;

4. Calls for the removal of environmentally harmful subsidies, in line with the EU’s 2020 
Strategy and Target 3 of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets;

5. Deplores that actions taken by the EU to reverse biodiversity loss remain outweighed by 
continued and growing pressures on Europe’s biodiversity, such as land-use change, 
pollution and climate change; recalls that biodiversity loss is costly for society as a whole, 
particularly for economic actors in sectors that depend directly on ecosystem services, 
such as farmers; calls for the EU to mainstream biodiversity across sectors in the economy 
and to enable synergies in the implementation of the various international multilateral 
environmental agreements;
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6. Takes the view that the economic value of biodiversity should be reflected in indicators 
guiding decision-making (without leading to the commodification of biodiversity), and 
going beyond GDP; is convinced that this will benefit the pursuit of the SDGs; calls, in 
this connection, for the systematic integration of biodiversity values into national 
accounting systems as part of the SDGs monitoring process;

7. Recalls that maintaining climate change well below 2 degrees Celsius as compared with 
pre-industrial levels will be essential for preventing biodiversity loss; recalls, meanwhile, 
that a range of ecosystems act as a buffer against natural hazards, thereby contributing to 
climate change adaptation and mitigation strategy;

8. Recalls that forests are home to around 90 % of terrestrial biodiversity, while more than 
one billion people depend on them for their livelihoods; notes with concern that rising 
international demand for woody biomass risks threatening biodiversity and forest 
ecosystems on which poor people depend for their livelihoods; fears that EU import 
dependency may spark widespread deforestation in developing countries, trigger illegal 
logging and weaken Voluntary Partnership Agreements under the Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan; recalls also that an increased 
use of biomass could lead to an intensification of forestry practices and a reduction in 
forest carbon stocks, thus jeopardising the objective of limiting climate temperature 
increase to below 2 degrees Celsius; calls for the EU to develop an action plan on 
deforestation and forest degradation which is applicable at global level, including in 
developing countries, while continuing its initiatives to strengthen good forest 
governance, in particular through its FLEGT agreements;

9. Urges that social and environmental sustainability criteria for biomass production form a 
coherent part of the framework of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED); deems it 
crucial to develop sustainability standards for all sectors in which biomass might be used, 
together with sustainable forest management criteria to ensure that bioenergy does not 
contribute to climate change or become an additional driver of land grabs and food 
insecurity;

10. Urgently calls on the Commission and the Member States to give priority to achieving the 
2020 targets; calls for a multi-stakeholder approach and stresses the vital role of regional 
and local actors in this process; stresses that greater public awareness of and support for 
biodiversity are also essential;

11. Recalls that the expansion of agrofuels, based overwhelmingly on the expansion of large-
scale industrial monoculture and intensive agriculture, harm the environment, 
biodiversity, soil fertility and water availability; urges the Commission to ensure that the 
EU’s policy on biofuels is consistent with the commitments the EU has entered into under 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, with climate policy and commitments (including 
those entered into at COP 21) and with the objectives of the UN-REDD (Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) programme;

12. Notes with concern that 90 % of the palm oil consumed in the world is produced in 
Indonesia and Malaysia at the expense of peat forests, which are burned down to make 
way for large acacia and oil-palm plantations; points to the fact that, according to a study 
conducted by the World Bank, Indonesia has become the third largest emitter of 
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greenhouse gases, precisely because of forest fires;

13. Stresses the need to protect agricultural biodiversity in developing countries in order to 
achieve food security; calls therefore on the Commission to invest in agro-ecology in 
developing countries, in line with the recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food;

14. Notes that EU development assistance and trade agreements concluded between the EU 
and African countries are influencing African seed law reform by including provisions on 
intellectual property protection, with the aim of facilitating cross-border trade in seeds and 
protecting commercial seed varieties; calls on the Commission to ensure that the EU’s 
commitments to farmers’ rights in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture are reflected in all technical assistance and financial support for 
seed policy development; calls for the EU, in line with the EU food security policy 
framework, also to support intellectual property rights regimes that enhance the 
development of locally adapted seed varieties and farmer-saved seeds;

15. Calls for reassessing the status of biodiversity in agriculture by taking into account 
Parliament’s findings in the mid-term review of the Common Agricultural Policy;

16. Recalls that climate change, habitat modification, invasive species, grazing pressures, 
changed hydrology, land grabbing, monoculture, meat overconsumption, expanding 
transport and unsustainable use of energy are exerting growing pressure on biodiversity 
worldwide, as they result in land fragmentation, rising CO2 levels and loss of habitats;

17. Calls for the EU to reduce its biodiversity footprint worldwide, in line with the principle 
of Policy Coherence for Development, and to bring it within the ecological limits of 
ecosystems by progressing in achieving the Biodiversity Headline Targets and fulfilling 
the commitments on biodiversity protection; calls also for the EU to assist developing 
countries in their efforts to conserve biodiversity and ensure its sustainable use;

18. Calls on the Commission to include in the international agreements it concludes matters 
relating to the environment and climate change and to carry out environmental analyses 
focused on the possibilities of protecting and improving biodiversity; stresses the 
importance of systematically identifying and evaluating potential impacts on biodiversity; 
calls on the Commission to follow up on findings resulting from a study on the 
‘Identification and mitigation of the negative impacts of EU demand for certain 
commodities on biodiversity in third countries’ by proposing possible ways to contribute 
to avoiding or minimising the loss of global biodiversity caused by certain production and 
consumption patterns in the EU.
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