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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Emphasises that open trade must be an engine for regional integration and economic 
growth, sustainable development, wealth and job creation; recalls that the countries most 
integrated into the world economy are also among the richest and that trade has helped to 
lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty; recognises, however, that not all 
developing countries have enjoyed such gains and that the least developed countries 
(LDCs) in particular remain marginalised in global trade; welcomes, in this context, the 
Commission’s new approach which involves using trade and investment agreements as a 
leverage to promote values like sustainable development, human rights, fair and ethical 
trade and the fight against corruption in the long run;

2. Recalls that only fair and properly regulated trade, if aligned with Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), could have the potential for development;

3. Welcomes, in particular, the Commission’s pledge that no trade agreement will ever lower 
levels of regulatory protection, that any change in terms of levels of protection can only be 
upward and that the right to regulate will always be protected;

4. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the binding enforceability of SDGs and to include 
comprehensive sustainable development chapters in all trade agreements;

5. Stresses that the importance of the potential contribution of trade policy to sustainable 
development was recently reaffirmed in the outcome document of the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda and in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; recalls that the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) include several trade-related targets across a 
number of policy areas, one of the most concrete targets being aimed at increasing exports 
from developing countries with a view to doubling the LDCs’ share of global exports by 
2020; invites the Commission to make use of the full potential for cooperation with 
developing countries in order to reinforce their market economies;

6. Welcomes the fact that the communication ‘Trade for All’ reaffirms the principle of 
policy coherence for development, and aims at a more responsible trade and investment 
policy, including by reinforcing corporate social responsibility initiatives and due 
diligence across the supply chain, and thereby contributing to the SDGs and inclusive 
growth in developing countries; welcomes in addition the commitment to undertake an in-
depth analysis of the potential effects of new free trade agreements on LDCs; regrets that 
the communication ‘Trade for All’ does not make any reference to the Cotonou 
Agreement, which expires in 2020; calls on the EU to engage in a broad consultation and 
dialogue process, including with our ACP countries, about the post-Cotonou framework;

7. Believes that human rights should take precedence over the provisions of trade and 
investment agreements;

8. Acknowledges that the EU’s trade and investment policy must respond to consumer’s 
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concerns by reinforcing corporate social responsibility initiatives and due diligence across 
the production chain; urges the Commission however and the Member States to move 
beyond the existing non-binding voluntary approach and to strive instead for mandatory 
due diligence;

9. Welcomes a renewed commitment to inclusive multilateralism and the advances made at 
the World Trade Organisation’s Ministerial Conference in Nairobi, in particular in the 
area of agriculture (e.g. the elimination of trade-distorting agriculture export subsidies, 
and progress on market access for the LDCs); welcomes, in this context, the EU 
commitment to EUR 400 million target in funding over 5 years to support and provide 
technical assistance to developing countries, especially LDCs, in their efforts to 
implement the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement; underlines also the necessity of 
enriching the Doha Round by e-commerce and digital trade agenda, in order to share 
technological advances more quickly and more equally with developing countries while 
helping to get around the lack of infrastructures especially in remote rural areas;

10. Recognises the increasing diversity among developing countries as regards their 
integration into the multilateral trade system and the respective benefits thereof; calls for 
specific regimes for LDCs in particular, whose share of global trade is marginal; 
welcomes, therefore, the revision of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP);

11. Recalls the crucial role of Aid for Trade (AfT) in trade-related capacity-building, technical 
assistance, business support policies and regional integration; calls on the EU and its 
Member States to commit to increase AfT support for developing countries and LDCs in 
particular, with the aim of supporting local micro and small enterprises, production 
diversification, technology transfer, development of domestic production capacity, 
transport and other infrastructure, women’s empowerment and cooperatives in the 
upcoming revision of its AfT strategy; notes, however, that without serious efforts by the 
countries directly concerned and significant improvements in governance, trade cannot – 
in isolation – help countries to overcome development constraints; emphasises, in this 
regard, the importance of focusing on pursuing targets under the SDG Goal 16 in 
particular in the areas of good governance and fiscality; calls on the Commission to 
address fair and ethical trade in the upcoming revision of its AfT strategy, as announced in 
the communication ‘Trade for All’;

12. Points to the role of banking services in the development of trade and investment; calls on 
the EU to support action to foster access to banking services in developing countries;

13. Recalls that Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) can be a key development 
instrument for helping to alleviate poverty and contribute to the promotion of human 
rights in the long run, as well as to further regional economic integration; calls on the EU 
to establish specific monitoring structures in the EPAs dedicated to sustainable 
development and human rights that ensure the proper and transparent involvement of civil 
society organisations and trade unions; invites the EU to encourage the signing of the final 
EPAs; calls on the Commission to include strong and comprehensive sustainable 
development chapters, which are effectively implemented and enforced, in the EU’s trade 
and investment agreements;

14. Recalls that EU investment policy, especially when involving public money, must 
contribute to the realisation of the SDGs; recalls the need to enhance the transparency and 
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accountability of development finance institutions (DFIs), public-private partnerships 
(PPPs) to effectively track and monitor the money flows, debt sustainability and the added 
value for the sustainable development of their projects;

15. Calls on the Commission to improve policy coherence for development in trade policy in 
particular as it relates to public health; asks the Commission to support developing 
countries in making effective use of the flexibilities built into the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and recognised by the Doha 
Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health adopted on 14 November 2001, 
in order to be able to provide essential medicines at affordable prices under their domestic 
public health programmes; calls on the Commission to provide full transparency of the 
content of its intellectual property related assistance programmes for low- and middle- 
income countries and ensure that parallel assistance on intellectual property does not 
undermine other health-related development projects;

16. Emphasises that in line with SDG Goal 16 it is of utmost importance to foster good 
governance structures throughout the world in order to create fair access to justice for all 
and to build effective and accountable institutions at all levels; underlines that trade 
agreements and foreign direct investments could be a decisive tool in setting the right 
incentives to ensure the realisation of this goal; stresses, in this context, that corruption is 
a major non-tariff barrier in developed and developing countries; welcomes the 
Commission’s intention to include ambitious anti-corruption provisions in all future trade 
agreements; invites the Commission to introduce new measures aimed at reinforcing the 
legal security of investments;

17. Emphasises that in order for developing countries to take full advantage of trade and 
investment opportunities, it is necessary to continue supporting domestic revenue 
mobilisation (DRM) reforms in developing countries so as to help improve their capacity 
to increase revenues and to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by supporting the design of 
efficient, effective, fair and transparent tax systems in line with the principles of good 
governance;

18. Calls on the EU and its Member States to follow the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development’s (UNCTAD) Comprehensive Investment Policy Framework for 
Sustainable Development recommendations to stimulate more responsible, transparent and 
accountable investments.
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