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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that fundamental change is required in order to equip the UN to shape and drive 
the process of implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; underlines 
the need to integrate the three aspects of sustainability more effectively, both at strategic 
level and locally though practical cooperation between UN institutions;

2. Welcomes the creation of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on sustainable 
development; is convinced that the HLPF must become the main decision-making body 
competent for ensuring the follow-up and review of the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), thus ensuring a coordinated and efficient assessment of 
needs and adoption of the roadmaps and decisions needed for the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda; calls for a regular dialogue between the HLPF and the Commission on the 
progress made, in accordance with the principles of transparency and mutual 
accountability;

3. Stresses that it is crucial for the EU’s credibility and leadership on the global development 
scene to present a common position on the implementation of the Agenda 2030 ahead of 
the HLPF in 2016; urges the Commission, in this regard, to issue a communication on the 
implementation of the Agenda 2030 in time for Parliament to contribute to the Council 
Conclusions ahead of the HLPF;

4. Underlines the importance of comprehensive and effective implementation of the Agenda 
2030, including through a rights-based approach; urges the UN to ensure that ambitious 
commitments are made towards achieving the SDGs and to adopt a solid framework of 
indicators and the use of statistical data to monitor progress and ensure the accountability 
of all; encourages all countries, both developed and developing, to take ownership and 
establish national frameworks, including integrated national financial frameworks, for the 
achievement of the 17 goals;

5. Insists on the need to strengthen policy coherence for development within the UN working 
structures in order to effectively integrate all dimensions of sustainable development;

6. Recognises that there can be no sustainable development or poverty eradication without 
security and that sustainable development is the condition for security, stability, social 
justice and democracy; considers that policy making at the international level should 
better reflect this link between peace, security and development; calls on the UN to 
systematically integrate capacity-building and good governance into their long-term 
development strategies;

7. Recalls that development is not possible without peace, nor peace without development 
and that neither is possible without ensuring respect for human rights; reiterates, in this 
regard, the importance of the most innovative goal of the Agenda 2030 – SDG 16 that 
addresses peace, justice and governance; believes that the implementation of the targets 
anchored in SDG 16 are of central significance for the overall success of the Agenda 
2030;
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8. Highlights the importance of a universal, rule-based, open, transparent, non-
discriminatory, inclusive and equitable multilateral trade system and the need to bring 
about the conclusion of the WTO Doha Development Round, and believes that the UN 
can use its unique position to ensure that the talks are a success for developing countries;

9. Welcomes the call for greater support for the work of the UNHCR in implementing its 
international mandate to protect refugees;

10. Welcomes the decision on organising a high-level meeting on 19 September 2016 of the 
plenary of the UN General Assembly to address the issue of large movements of refugees 
and migrants and considers that it should focus on the root causes of migration, with an 
emphasis on poverty eradication, social equality, and the realisation of human rights and 
stability; 

11. Urges the EU to work towards the reinforcement of international fiscal cooperation, 
supporting the creation of an international tax body within the UN system;

12. Welcomes the UN General Assembly adoption of the landmark resolution 68/304 of 9 
September 2014, which recognised ‘the sovereign right of any State to restructure its 
sovereign debt, which should not be frustrated or impeded by any measure emanating 
from another State’, and noted ‘with concern that the international financial system does 
not have a sound legal framework for the orderly and predictable restructuring of 
sovereign debt’ and launched a process to adopt ‘a multilateral legal framework for 
sovereign debt restructuring processes’; calls on the UN system as a whole to fully 
support this process; calls on the EU and its Member States to actively engage in this 
process.
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