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SHORT JUSTIFICATION 

The Cook Islands are an archipelago of nine islands located in the South Pacific, with a 

population of some 18 000. In 2014, the Cook Islands were classified as an ‘upper-middle 

income country’, with a per capita GDP of approximately EUR 12 000. Nevertheless, their 

economy is susceptible to external shocks and is vulnerable, mainly because the country is 

isolated from foreign markets, lacks natural resources, and has a small population and poor 

infrastructure. The tourism industry generates 60% of its GDP, whereas fishing accounts for 

only 2%.  

 

The fisheries agreement that was negotiated and initialled on 21 October 2015 marked a new 

stage in relations between the Cook Islands and the EU. It aims to promote sustainable 

fisheries policies based on the responsible exploitation of maritime resources. 

 

The agreement has been concluded for a period of eight years, and its Implementation 

Protocol for a renewable period of four years.  It provides for access for four EU tuna seiners 

and sets a reference tonnage for highly migratory species of 7 000 tonnes a year. 

 

The EU’s yearly contribution breaks down as follows: EUR 735 000 for the first and second 

years and EUR 700 000 for the two years thereafter. An annual budget of EUR 350 000 is 

earmarked for developing fisheries policy in the Cook Islands. Access rights payments by 

European shipowners supplement the EU’s annual contribution.  

  

Your rapporteur stresses the significance for the Cook Islands of the amounts allocated in the 

agreement. The annual sectoral budget exceeds that provided for under the eleventh EDF – 

EUR 200 000 over seven years. What is more, the agreement will enable the EU to promote 

sustainable and responsible fishing in the Pacific region.  

 

Your rapporteur takes the view that the agreement and its protocol meet all the criteria set in 

the context of the new CFP, specifically because they are transparent, preserve resources, 

promote responsible and sustainable fishing, combat IUU fishing, and uphold human rights, 

democratic principles and the rule of law. For these reasons, your rapporteur is proposing that 

the agreement and its protocol be approved. 

****** 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 

responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the proposal for a Council 

decision on the conclusion of a Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the 

European Union and the Government of the Cook Islands and the Implementation Protocol 

thereto. 
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