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SUGGESTIONS
[bookmark: DocEPTmp2]The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:
[bookmark: restart]1.	Welcomes the inclusion in the Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA) of provisions geared towards sustainable economic, social and environmental development in Cuba, in particular the commitment to working towards the fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its sustainable development goals (SDGs), taking into account the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing for development; calls on the Parties, once the PDCA has been ratified, to rapidly establish a dedicated dialogue on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda;
2.	Recalls that diplomatic relations between the EU and Cuba were established in 1988, that Cuba has benefited from EU development assistance or humanitarian aid since 1984, and that it is currently receiving EUR 50 million in assistance from the EU under the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) regulation;
3.	Is concerned that Cuba, which is classed as an ‘upper-middle-income country’ by the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC), risks seeing its development assistance under the DCI regulation phased out; considers that the country’s situation as a developing island state and the economic circumstances it is facing, which are exacerbated by the adverse impact of unilateral coercive measures, justify the adoption of measures that will enable EU assistance to Cuba to be continued, and that this should be given particular consideration as part of the forthcoming mid-term evaluation of the DCI regulation;
4.	Points out that, as the United Nations has indicated, the economic, trade and financial embargo imposed on Cuba by the United States has been, and continues to be, one of the main obstacles to the country’s economic and social development, especially, for example, in the services, health, education, food and social services sectors;
5.	Supports the parties’ reaffirmation of the need for all developed countries to set aside 0.7 % of their gross national income for official development assistance, and for emerging economies and upper-middle-income countries to set targets for increasing their contribution to international public finance;
6.	Recalls that development policy based on law, respect for democratic values, human and fundamental rights, freedom of expression and good governance is one of the pillars of the EU’s external action, and that this should be clearly reflected in the application of the Agreement;
7.	Acknowledges and welcomes the important role Cuba plays in South-South cooperation, its commitment and its international solidarity in the form of humanitarian aid contributions, principally in the health and education sectors; 
8.	Welcomes the promotion of the gender perspective in all the relevant fields of cooperation, including sustainable development;
9.	Supports the emphasis put on greater civil society involvement in the formulation and implementation of relevant development cooperation activities, including through capacity building;
10.	Takes the view that the EU, through this Agreement and other forms of engagement, can play a crucial role in accompanying Cuba’s further economic, democratic and social evolution, based on its own experiences of moving towards a sustainable and social market economy, developing renewable energy sources, creating inclusive social protection systems, supporting the agricultural sector and preventing natural disasters.
11.	Hopes that this Agreement will support the inclusive role of the local private sector, Cuban entrepreneurs, and various sections of civil society, and contribute to the development of the economy and the blossoming of a strong, independent civil society;
12.	Recalls the importance of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) as an instrument to strengthen human and fundamental rights and freedoms across civil society; considers that, given the human rights situation in the country, this Instrument needs to be enhanced in order to achieve the goals set in the Agreement;
[bookmark: _GoBack]13.	Recalls the important role of Cuban civil society in the economic and democratic development of the country; stresses the need for civil society to be a leading player in all areas of this Agreement, including those related to development aid; recalls Parliament’s support, through the Sakharov prize, of Cuban civil society in its role of promoting human rights and democracy in Cuba.
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