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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 

and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 

its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has a transformational potential 

and sets out universal, ambitious, comprehensive, indivisible and interlinked goals, aimed 

at eradicating poverty, fighting discrimination, and promoting prosperity, environmental 

responsibility, social inclusion and respect for human rights, and strengthening peace and 

security; whereas these goals require immediate action with a view to full and effective 

implementation; 

B. whereas the Commission has not yet established a comprehensive strategy to implement 

the 2030 Agenda encompassing internal and external policy areas with a detailed timeline 

up to 2030, as requested by the European Parliament in its resolution on the follow-up to 

and review of the agenda1, and has not fully taken up a general coordination role for the 

actions taken at national level; whereas an effective implementation strategy and a 

monitoring and review mechanism are essential in order to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs);  

C. whereas climate change is not a stand-alone environmental issue but presents, according 

to the UN2, one of the greatest challenges of our time and poses a serious threat to 

sustainable development, and its widespread, unprecedented impacts place a 

disproportionate burden on the poorest and most vulnerable and increase inequality 

between and within countries; whereas urgent action to combat climate change is integral 

to the successful implementation of the SDGs;  

D. whereas the financing of the SDGs poses an enormous challenge which demands a strong 

and global partnership and the use of all forms of financing (from domestic, international, 

public, private and innovative sources), as well as non-financial means; whereas private 

financing can complement, but not substitute public funding; 

E. whereas effective mobilisation of domestic resources is an indispensable factor in 

achieving the objectives of the 2030 Agenda; whereas developing countries are 

particularly affected by corporate tax evasion and tax avoidance; 

F. whereas promoting sustainable development requires resilience, which should be fostered 

by means of a multifaceted approach to the EU’s external action and by upholding the 

principle of policy coherence for development; whereas the Member States’ and EU’s 

policies have both intended and unintended effects on developing countries, and the SDGs 

constitute a unique opportunity to achieve more coherence and fairer policies towards 

developing countries; 

G. whereas international trade can be a powerful driver of development and economic growth 

and a large share of EU imports comes from developing countries; whereas the 2030 

                                                 
1 European Parliament resolution of 12 May 2016. Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0224.  
2 https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/goal-13/  

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/goal-13/
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Agenda acknowledges trade as a means of achieving the SDGs; 

H. whereas addressing the challenge of migration and the demands of an increasing global 

population is essential for achieving sustainable development; whereas the 2030 Agenda 

emphasises the role of migration as a potential driver of development; whereas Article 208 

of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) establishes the 

eradication of poverty as the primary objective of EU development policies; 

1. Calls on the Commission to draw up an ambitious overarching strategy which brings 

together existing initiatives, sets new priorities informed by a broad gap analysis of 

existing policies and their implementation, and by the synergies and incoherencies 

between these policies, and which provides guidance for both the EU institutions and the 

Member States in their implementation, monitoring and review of the 2030 Agenda; 

whereas this should be done while ensuring that both EU internal and external policies are 

in line with the agenda, without waiting for the Europe 2020 strategy to expire before 

beginning this process; 

2. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to define a clear, concrete, ambitious and 

detailed EU-wide 2030 Agenda implementation plan with specific targets, fixed 

timetables and a methodology for coordination between the EU and its Member States; 

stresses that this implementation plan should be underpinned by a transparent and robust 

monitoring, accountability and review framework with the close involvement of the 

European Parliament and civil society; stresses that it should also be based on a 

comprehensive set of assessable quantitative and qualitative indicators, covering human 

rights and social, economic and environmental factors, and should not rely only on 

traditional indicators such as GDP, as it does not reflect inequalities or environmental 

degradation;  

3. Recalls the importance of the underlying principle of the 2030 Agenda of ‘leaving no one 

behind’; asks the Commission and the Member States to take strong action in addressing 

inequalities within and between countries, as these magnify the impact of other global 

challenges and hinder progress on sustainable development; asks the Commission and the 

Member States to promote research and data disaggregation in their policies in order to 

ensure that the most vulnerable and marginalised are included and prioritised; 

4. Stresses that the next Multiannual Financial Frameworks (MFF) should be designed in 

such a way as to enable the implementation of the EU’s strategy and 2030 Agenda 

implementation plan and to ensure that the EU makes a substantial contribution to 

achieving the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda worldwide; calls on the Commission 

to ensure that the next MFF mainstreams sustainable development priorities throughout 

the EU budget, with all financial instruments allocating sufficient funds for the EU to be 

able to meet its 2030 commitments; 

5. With a view to supporting the objective of achieving SDG 3 – to ensure the health and 

well-being of all – welcomes the report of the United Nations Secretary-General’s High-

Level Panel on Access to Medicines and requests that the Commission propose the 

implementation of its recommendations in the relevant policy areas; 

6. Underlines the importance of Official Development Assistance (ODA) as a key instrument 

for achieving the 2030 Agenda, for eradicating poverty in all its forms and fighting 
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inequalities, while reiterating that development aid alone is not sufficient to lift 

developing countries out of poverty; stresses the need to promote instruments which 

encourage greater accountability, such as budget support; calls for the EU and its Member 

States to reconfirm their commitment without delay to the 0.7 % of the gross national 

income target and to submit detailed timeline proposals for gradually increasing ODA in 

order to achieve it; recalls the EU’s commitment to allocate at least 20 % of its ODA to 

human development and social inclusion and asks for a renewed commitment to this end; 

calls on the Commission to achieve the OECD Development Assistance Committee’s 

(DAC) recommendation of reaching an annual average grant element of total ODA 

commitments of 86 %; calls for ODA to be protected from diversion and for the 

internationally agreed development effectiveness principles to be respected, by retaining 

the fundamental ODA objective of poverty eradication, with a particular focus on least 

developed countries (LDCs) and fragile contexts; recalls the need to go beyond the 

donor/beneficiary relationship in a broader development agenda;  

7. Underlines the fact that science, technology and innovation (STI) are an essential vehicle 

for implementing the SDGs, as they drive social and economic development and can 

provide life-saving solutions that address the global burden of poverty-related and 

neglected diseases; calls for the Commission and the Member States to improve both the 

financial and policy environment to promote STI through their development cooperation; 

8.  Calls on the Commission and the Member States to reaffirm their commitment to Policy 

Coherence for Development (PCD) as an important contribution towards achieving 

broader Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD), as they are vitally 

important for the successful implementation of the SDGs; stresses, in particular, the need 

for all EU policies, in particular trade, fiscal, migration, agriculture and energy policies, to 

be consistent with Article 208 TFEU and to not undermine human rights or the ability of 

third countries to achieve sustainable development; stresses the need to enhance 

mechanisms for PCD and PCSD within all EU institutions and policy-making, and to 

ensure that the principle of policy coherence is respected adequately in regular, public 

impact assessments and by introducing adequate mechanisms for accountability, 

mitigation and redress;  

9. Calls for the EU and the Member States to effectively mainstream climate change 

mitigation and adaptation in development policies; highlights the need to encourage 

technology transfers for energy efficiency and clean technologies, and to support 

investments in small-scale, off-grid and decentralised renewable energy projects; calls for 

the EU to scale up its assistance to sustainable agriculture in order to cope with climate 

change, by means of targeted support for small-scale farmers, crop diversification, agro-

forestry and agro-ecological practices; 

10. Stresses the role of the High-Level Political Forum in the follow-up and review of the 

SDGs, and calls on the Commission and Council to honour the EU’s leading role in 

designing and implementing the 2030 Agenda by agreeing joint EU positions and joined-

up EU reporting, based on coordinated reporting from the Member States and the EU 

institutions, ahead of the High-Level Political Forum under the auspices of the General 

Assembly; invites the Commission to take stock of existing actions during the upcoming 

High-Level Political Forum and the specific SDGs that will be under review; 
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11. Calls for the establishment of a cross-committee coordination mechanism in the European 

Parliament, with the mandate of overseeing and following up on the EU’s implementation 

of its 2030 Agenda commitments; stresses that Parliament must commit to setting up such 

coordination structures (e.g. annual stocktaking in plenary on the basis of progress reports, 

a group of focal points across all committees or a dedicated intergroup) and appoint at the 

highest possible level one or more persons responsible for guiding these coordination 

efforts; 

12. Underlines that the three dimensions of sustainable development – environmental, 

economic and social – are inextricably connected, and stresses that economic 

sustainability is essential for the environment; highlights that the promotion of good 

governance, the rule of law and human rights is essential, not only for social 

sustainability, but also for a responsible use of natural resources and for the protection of 

the environment; calls on the Commission to spearhead broad international cooperation, to 

work together with third partners to build resilience and an adaptive capacity to the 

adverse effects of climate change, and to develop sustainable low-carbon pathways to the 

future and accelerate the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions in line with SDG 

13 and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;  

13. Believes that supporting peace, security and justice in developing countries is crucial; 

emphasises that the funding for security-related expenditure, which does not constitute 

ODA, must come from instruments other than the Development Cooperation Instrument 

(DCI), the European Development Fund (EDF) or any other mechanisms that benefit from 

these instruments; 

14. Takes note of the role of the private sector, especially local micro-enterprises and SMEs, 

in implementing the 2030 Agenda, in particular its responsibility for transitioning towards 

sustainable consumption and production patterns in Europe and worldwide; recalls that 

private financing can complement, but not substitute, public funding; calls on the 

Commission to promote binding obligations for corporate accountability and transparency 

in order to ensure that the private sector contribution is fully in line with the 2030 Agenda, 

by adherence to clear environmental, social and human rights standards and compliance 

with the principles of responsible financing and the UN Guiding Principles on business 

and human rights; recalls, in this regard, the need for ex ante and ex post assessments of 

the development outcomes of engaging with the private sector;  

15. Stresses that ensuring tax justice and transparency, fighting tax dodging, eradicating illicit 

financial flows and tax havens, together with improved public finance management, 

sustainable economic growth and increasing Domestic Resources Mobilisation, is crucial 

for financing the 2030 Agenda; calls for the EU to create a funding programme 

(DEVETAX2030) to specifically assist the establishment of tax structures in emerging 

market economies and to help developing countries to create new regional tax authority 

offices; reiterates its calls for a global financial transaction tax in order to tackle the global 

challenges of poverty, for an investigation into the spill-over impact on developing 

countries of all national and EU tax policies, and for the principle of PCD to be upheld 

when legislating in this field; 

16. Underlines the importance of fair and ethical free trade agreements and urges the EU to 

frame its trade policy strategy in line with the 2030 Agenda, while respecting third 
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countries’ policy space to regulate, in order to promote sustainable development, human 

rights, high social and environmental standards, sustainable consumption and regional 

integration, and combat poverty, corruption and inequalities;  

17. Takes note of the problems arising from the explosive growth of megacities and the 

challenges this phenomenon poses for social and environmental sustainability; calls for 

balanced regional development and recalls that galvanised economic activity in rural areas 

and in smaller towns and cities relieves the pressure to migrate to urban megacentres, thus 

alleviating problems of uncontrolled urbanisation and migration; stresses that 

decentralised regional structures promote the circulation of scarce nutrients, such as 

phosphorus, from towns and cities back to agricultural production; 

18. Calls on the Commission to promote sustainable global value chains with the introduction 

of due diligence systems for companies, with a focus on their entire supply chain, which 

would encourage businesses to invest more responsibly and stimulate a more effective 

implementation of sustainability chapters in free trade agreements, including 

anticorruption, transparency, anti-tax avoidance and responsible business conduct; 

19. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to re-adjust their approach to migration 

with a view to developing a migration policy in line with SDG 10 and a fact-based 

perception of migrants and asylum-seekers and with countering xenophobia and 

discrimination against migrants, as well as with a view to investing in key drivers for 

human development; reiterates its concerns that the new policies and financial instruments 

to address the root causes of irregular and forced migration may be implemented to the 

detriment of development objectives, and asks for the European Parliament to be given a 

stronger scrutinising role in this regard so as to ensure that the new funding tools are 

compatible with the legal basis, principles and commitments of the EU, especially the 

2030 Agenda; rejects the idea that conditionality of aid based on border control, the 

management of migratory flows or readmission agreements should constitute the basis of 

partnership and development cooperation with third countries; 

20. Welcomes the emphasis placed on investing in young people as the main implementers of 

the SDGs; stresses the need to harness the demographic dividend of developing countries 

by means of appropriate public policies and investment in youth education and health, 

including sexual and reproductive health and education; stresses the opportunity to finally 

advance gender equality and women’s empowerment as an essential element of PCD and 

urges the EU to mainstream these across all external action areas; recognises that these 

key enablers for human development and human capital need to be prioritised in order to 

guarantee sustainable development;  

21. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to establish an EU Multi-Stakeholder Platform 

with a role in the follow-up and exchange of best practices on SDG implementation across 

sectors; stresses the need for an inclusive process for consulting all stakeholders and civil 

society, in particular, as an active partner in the entire planning, implementation, 

monitoring and review process of the 2030 Agenda; invites the Commission and the 

Member States to invest in targeted education programmes and campaigns, in order to 

raise awareness of the 2030 Agenda among citizens. 
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