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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade and the 

Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, as the committees responsible, to 

incorporate the following suggestions into their motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and 

girls is not only mainstreamed across all the 2015 United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), but is also a standalone goal; whereas trade and trade 

liberalisation have very different impacts on women and men, which can also be 

negative, resulting in fundamental shifts in gender roles, relationships and inequalities; 

whereas trade policies affect women in the Global South differently to women in the 

Global North; whereas national authorities have a duty to put in place appropriate 

mechanisms to ensure that women can benefit more fully in their own right from the 

positive effects of trade liberalisation;  

B. whereas the empowerment of women, the promotion of their rights and the safeguarding 

of their access to resources can accelerate development; whereas trade agreements 

without this particular focus have the potential to further disadvantage women owing to 

their already disadvantaged position in society, or increase inequality and endanger 

people’s livelihoods in general; 

C. whereas Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 

states: ‘In all its activities, the Union shall aim to eliminate inequalities, and to promote 

equality, between men and women’; whereas Articles 207 and 208 of the TFEU 

stipulate that the Union’s common commercial policy and policy in the field of 

development cooperation ‘shall be conducted in the context of the principles and 

objectives of the Union’s external action’; whereas these principles as set out in Article 

21 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) are: democracy, the rule of law, the 

universality and indivisibility of human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for 

human dignity, the principles of equality and solidarity, and respect for the principles of 

the United Nations Charter and international law; whereas EU trade policy is 

an important part of an integrated sustainable development policy framework, and a 

strong gender perspective and enforced women’s rights conventions in trade and 

investment policies are therefore essential elements for such a framework, in order to 

combine social and economic measures and ensure fairer and beneficial outcomes for 

all; 

D. whereas the adoption of new trade agreements with other countries and/or regions of the 

world can lead to employment shifts and loss of export-oriented jobs; whereas this 

affects women in particular as export-related sectors are often female dominated; 

E. whereas more than 40 % of agricultural work in the Global South is done by women; 

whereas women farmers are mostly small-scale or subsistence farmers who do not have 

the necessary access to information, credit, land or networks to successfully compete in 

a global market; 

F. whereas countries in the Global South rely on revenue from import tariffs for their 

national budgets; whereas an increase in value added tax (VAT), in order to 

counterbalance this loss of revenue, represents an additional financial hurdle to women 
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and their families; 

G. whereas more women than men work in low-paid, low-valued and precarious positions 

in all sectors and women will thus most probably benefit to a lesser degree from trade 

liberalisation processes than men; whereas women, seen as occupying a less powerful 

bargaining position, are often exploited to gain a competitive advantage in a global 

economy; 

1. Calls on the EU and the Member States to ensure that the objectives of the SDGs, in 

particular Goal 5 on gender equality, the Gender Action Plan 2016-2020 (GAP II), the 

Strategic engagement for equality between women and men 2016-2019, are fully 

reflected and implemented in EU foreign policies; calls for a development-centred and 

gender-sensitive trade policy which guarantees negotiations on equal terms between 

trade partners; 

2. Notes with concern that there are still many barriers to assessing the relationship 

between trade and gender owing to a number of factors, one of which is a lack of data; 

stresses the need to better understand the gender dynamics of trade agreements, which 

requires the use of sex-disaggregated statistics in every single sector of the economy 

concerned; 

3. Stresses that data used in trade impact assessments should be sector-based since the 

impacts of trade liberalisation vary from one sector to another; notes that it could impact 

women negatively in sectors such as agriculture and food processing; stresses, in this 

respect, that although they predominate in world food production (50 to 80 %), women 

own less than 20 % of land, and therefore that increasing commercial demands on and 

for land also makes it difficult for poorer women to gain or retain secure and equitable 

land access; 

4. Recalls the need to increase coherence among different but closely interlinked policies, 

such as trade, development, foreign affairs, employment, migration and gender equality; 

5. Calls on the Commission to update its Trade for All strategy and to establish a clearer 

gender perspective; highlights the importance of further mainstreaming gender equality 

and empowering women in the future EU trade strategy; 

6. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to further boost coherence between, on 

the one hand, trade and investment policies and, on the other hand, international 

conventions and commitments to human rights, development and gender equality; 

underlines that the existing mechanisms (under, for example, the SDGs, the Convention 

on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the 

Trade Policy Review Mechanism) and tools such as the Sustainability Impact 

Assessments (SIAs), the Gender Trade Impact Assessments (GTIAs) and the Poverty 

and Social Impact Analysis (PSIAs)) should be used to monitor the gender impact of 

trade and investment policies and agreements; calls on the Commission, in this regard, 

to support least developed countries (LDCs), financially and through capacity-building, 

in their respective analyses; 

7. Emphasises the need for further improvement of gender analysis and perspectives in EU 

trade and investment policies, and for their integration into the trade-related capacity 
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building programmes of international finance institutions, donors and intergovernmental 

organisations, through ex-ante analysis, monitoring and mandatory ex-post assessments, 

with a view to overcoming the potentially negative gender impacts of different trade 

measures and instruments, including impacts on land distribution, food security, job 

shifts and/or losses and possible migration flows from a gender-perspective; emphasises 

the need for mandatory periodic assessments of the progress and failures in the field of 

gender equality, in both the EU and developing countries; stresses that a comprehensive 

analysis of the gender effects of trade should not be limited to employment effects, but 

should also have a focus on impacts on consumption and effects on the provision of 

public services; 

8. Calls on the Commission to ensure that Articles 16 and 17 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights are fully respected in the EU’s trade partners, in order to fight gender-

based inequalities in the field of social and economic rights; 

9. Reiterates the paramount importance of ensuring access to quality social services for all; 

urges the EU to ensure that its trade and investment policies do not prevent states from 

upholding human rights, or have disproportionate effects on the more vulnerable 

groups, including women; urges the EU to ensure that trade and investment treaties do 

not lead to the privatisation of public services which could lead to gender inequality; 

highlights that the issue of public provision of social services is especially salient for 

gender equality, given that changes in access to such services, and their quality, leads to 

uneven gender distribution in unpaid care work; underlines, therefore, that services and 

goods such as water, sanitation, education and healthcare (including women’s access to 

sexual and reproductive healthcare and rights) should always and universally be 

ensured; 

10. Emphasises the need for governments to maintain their ability to allocate resources to 

the achievement of women’s rights and gender equality in order to guarantee an 

inclusive and sustainable future for societies; stresses, in this regard, the paramount 

importance of respecting, in accordance with SDG target 17.15, partner countries’ 

democratic policy space to regulate and take suitable decisions for their own national 

context, respond to the demands of their populations, and fulfil their human rights 

obligations and other international commitments, including those on gender equality; 

underlines the need to ensure that neither the EU’s trade and investment mechanisms 

nor intellectual property rights clauses in the EU’s trade deals endanger the capacity of 

individual governments to change their laws to include measures to promote human 

rights, including gender equality; notes that Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 

provisions related to patents that prohibit the production of generic medicines can have 

a significant impact on the particular health requirements of women and that IPR 

provisions have been used in trade agreements to protect the interests of large 

pharmaceutical companies and restrict the production of cheap generic medicines; 

stresses that such affordable essential medicines are particularly important for women; 

underlines, in this regard, the need to recognise the potential risks in trade agreement 

mechanisms such as the investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) or the investment court 

system (ICS), which could endanger the capacity of individual governments to change 

their laws to include measures to promote gender equality, boosting social services, 

labour standards and consumer rights-related regulations; 
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11. Notes that climate change and environmental effects, especially in the developing 

world, are often distributed unevenly between women and men and affect women in 

particular, which risks hindering the achievement of SDG 5 further; stresses the 

importance, therefore, of the coherent and comprehensive integration, within EU trade 

policy, of SDG target 13(b) on the promotion of women-focused mechanisms for 

increasing capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in 

LDCs, to support national efforts to comply with the Paris Agreement, bearing in mind 

that women are the first to feel the effects of climate change; 

12. Recalls the need to prevent the potentially negative impact of IPR clauses in trade deals 

on women’s health and food sovereignty, namely through restrictions on access to 

medicines and seed privatisation; 

13. Stresses the need to enhance the participation of women in decision-making, including 

trade policy and negotiation processes at all levels, so as to ensure better gender 

awareness and the enjoyment of the benefits of new possibilities and the empowerment 

of women in developing countries that trade brings with it; 

14. Reiterates that all EU trade agreements should promote gender equality through 

effective and enforceable mechanisms, including a specific tool to monitor compliance 

in order to ensure gender equality, gender mainstreaming and respect for women’s 

rights; 

15. Acknowledges that the EU’s Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP), and in 

particular the GSP+ system, could be improved by linking economic incentives to the 

effective adoption and implementation of core human rights conventions; 

16. Welcomes the progress made in recent years with the establishment of the Bangladesh 

Sustainability Compact, the EU Timber Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 995/2010) and 

the EU Conflict Minerals Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2017/821), and calls on the 

Commission to expand binding frameworks on due diligence obligations to other 

sectors in order to ensure that the EU and its traders and operators fulfil the obligation 

to respect human rights and the highest social standards, including those related to 

gender equality; 

17. Stresses that women who work in subsistence agriculture face additional barriers to 

maintaining food sovereignty owing to strong protection of new varieties of plants 

under the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 

(UPOV Convention) in trade agreements; 

18. Underlines that EU agricultural imports may undercut traditional small-scale farms and 

thereby endanger women’s livelihoods; 
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