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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Commission proposal to establish the Union programme “Erasmus” for education, 
training, youth and sport, repealing the former Erasmus+ programme 2014-2020, includes an 
international dimension as a “fundamental and cross-cutting element which is relevant for 
mobility, cooperation as well as for policy dialogue activities”. 

Funding for the international dimension will be derived from the external financing 
instruments in accordance with their Regulations. The level of funding will be decided in the 
programming cycle once these instruments are in place. All funding must be consistent with 
the objectives of the instruments. The aim of the proposal is, for the international dimension 
of the Programme, to “ensure synergies with the Union’s external instruments to pursue the 
goals of its external actions to contribute to human and institutional development in third 
countries, including in developing countries, and to engage with their young people, as an 
essential element to building more resilient societies and enhancing trust between cultures”. 

While the overall objective of this proposal is supported, the rapporteur is concerned by the 
limited references to the international dimension and therefore to the link to the Union’s 
external, and notably development, objectives and to partner countries’ needs and strategies.

The amendments proposed by the rapporteur pursue the following objectives:

- To underline that the proposed Programme must be coherent with the principles and values 
on the European Union as well as to external policy objectives, 

- To ensure the contribution of the Programme to the Sustainable Development Goals and, in 
its international dimension, to human and institutional development in third countries and to 
poverty eradication in developing countries,

- To promote circular migration and avoid brain drain by linking mobility actions to measures 
encouraging the return home of students and researchers,

- To require the programming processes to respect the ownership of partners countries. 

The rapporteur welcomes the determination of funding levels in the programming phase, 
based on and aligned with national and regional development strategies, but underlines that 
the importance of education for sustainable development needs to be taken into account when 
defining priority sectors for cooperation.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as the 
committee responsible, to take into account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) In a context of rapid and profound 
changes induced by technological 
revolution and globalisation, investing in 
learning mobility, cooperation and 
innovative policy development in the fields 
of education, training, youth and sport is 
key to building inclusive, cohesive and 
resilient societies and sustaining the 
competitiveness of the Union, while 
contributing to strengthening European 
identity and to a more democratic Union.

(1) In a context of rapid and profound 
changes induced by technological 
revolution and globalisation, investing in 
learning mobility, cooperation and 
innovative policy development in the fields 
of education, training, youth and sport is 
key to building inclusive, cohesive and 
resilient societies and sustaining the 
competitiveness of the Union, while 
contributing to strengthening European 
identity, principles and values and to a 
more democratic Union.

Justification

Any action taken within the framework of this programme should be coherent with the 
principles and values of the European Union, notably those in article 2 of the Treaty on 
European Union: respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law 
and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) On 16 September 2016 in 
Bratislava, leaders of twenty-seven 
Member States stressed their determination 
to provide better opportunities for youth. In 
the Rome Declaration signed on 25 March 
2017, leaders of twenty-seven Member 
States and of the European Council, the 
European Parliament and the European 
Commission pledged to work towards a 
Union where young people receive the best 
education and training and can study and 
find jobs across the Union; a Union which 
preserves our cultural heritage and 
promotes cultural diversity.

(5) On 16 September 2016 in 
Bratislava, leaders of twenty-seven 
Member States stressed their determination 
to provide better opportunities for youth. In 
the Rome Declaration signed on 25 March 
2017, leaders of twenty-seven Member 
States and of the European Council, the 
European Parliament and the European 
Commission pledged to work towards a 
Union where young people receive the best 
education and training and can study and 
find jobs across the Union; a Union which 
preserves our cultural heritage and 
promotes cultural diversity. At the same 
time, they pledged to further develop 
existing partnerships, building new ones 
and promote stability and prosperity in 
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Europe´s immediate neighbourhood to the 
east and south, but also in the Middle 
East and across Africa and globally.1a

_________________

1a Declaration of the leaders of 27 
member states and of the European 
Council, the European Parliament and 
the European Commission, adopted on 
25.3.2017

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14a) The Programme should contribute 
to conserving and protecting the historic, 
artistic and cultural heritage of the Union 
and its Member States, by supporting 
mobility and cooperation activities which 
promote the development of skills for the 
protection and promotion of the European 
artistic and cultural heritage.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) The international dimension of the 
Programme should be boosted aiming at 
offering a greater number of opportunities 
for mobility, cooperation and policy 
dialogue with third countries not associated 
to the Programme. Building on the 
successful implementation of international 
higher education and youth activities under 
the predecessor programmes in the fields 
of education, training and youth, the 
international mobility activities should be 
extended to other sectors, such as in 
vocational education and training.

(18) The international dimension of the 
Programme should be boosted aiming at 
offering a greater number of opportunities 
for mobility, cooperation and policy 
dialogue with third countries not associated 
to the Programme, especially developing 
countries. Building on the successful 
implementation of international higher 
education and youth activities under the 
predecessor programmes in the fields of 
education, training and youth, the 
international mobility activities should be 
extended to other sectors, such as in 
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vocational education and training, sport 
and culture. The international dimension 
should promote understanding between 
peoples and intercultural dialogue and 
contribute to poverty eradication and 
sustainable development. It should 
encourage nationals of developing 
countries to return to their countries of 
origin at the end of their periods of study 
or research in order to allow them to 
contribute to the economic development 
and welfare of those developing countries. 
Through the implementation of the 
Programme it should also aim to widen 
the access to study for disadvantaged and 
vulnerable groups and actively address 
the special learning needs of people with 
disabilities.

Justification

This Programme should contribute to the SDGs and be consistent and complementary with 
other EU policies. EU development cooperation objectives should therefore be mentioned 
explicitly as objectives of the international dimension of the regulation.To promote circular 
migration, promoting mobility needs to be coupled with encouraging a return of students and 
researchers to their countries of origin.Widened access is in line with European values on 
human dignity and equality.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18 a) At the same time, the international 
dimension should facilitate intercultural 
and interreligious dialogue, enhance 
cooperation in the field of education on 
the North-South axis and contribute to 
sustainable development. It should 
strengthen capacity building of education 
systems in partner countries, support 
transfer of knowledge and encourage 
young people from developing countries 
to study in Europe and then use this 
knowledge for the benefit of their 
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countries of origin. It should contribute to 
developing knowledge and skills 
necessary to address long-term 
development needs, stimulating mutual 
and sustainable growth.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) The Programme should be 
consistent with the Commission 
'Communication on a new Africa-Europe 
Alliance for Sustainable Investment and 
Jobs: Taking our partnership for 
investment and jobs to the next level', 
according to which, by 2027, 105 000 
students and researchers will have 
benefited from the Programme.

Justification

The inclusion of students and researchers from African countries will help to achieve the 
Programme's objectives.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18 a) To enhance the impact of activities 
in Partner Countries, synergies will be 
enhanced between Erasmus and 
instruments for EU external action, such 
as Neighbourhood, Development and the 
International Cooperation Instrument 
and the Instrument for the Pre-Accession 
Assistance.

Amendment 8
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Proposal for a regulation
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) The Programme should encourage 
youth participation in Europe's democratic 
life, including by supporting participation 
projects for young people to engage and 
learn to participate in civic society, raising 
awareness about European common values 
including fundamental rights, bringing 
together young people and decision makers 
at local, national and Union level, as well 
as contributing to the European integration 
process.

(21) The Programme should encourage 
youth participation in Europe's democratic 
life, with a particular focus on young 
people from the more remote areas and 
from migrant backgrounds, including by 
supporting participation projects for young 
people to engage and learn to participate in 
civic society, raising awareness about 
European common values including 
fundamental rights, bringing together 
young people and decision makers at local, 
regional, national and Union level, as well 
as contributing to the European integration 
process.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) The Programme should also 
enhance the learning of languages, in 
particular through widened use of online 
tools, as e-learning offers additional 
advantages for language learning in terms 
of access and flexibility.

(23) The Programme should also 
enhance the learning of all the languages 
of the Union, including sign languages, in 
particular through widened use of online 
tools, which should be free of charge, as 
e-learning offers additional advantages for 
language learning in terms of access and 
flexibility.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The Programme should support 
measures that enhance the cooperation 
between institutions and organisations 
active in education, training, youth and 

(24) The Programme should support 
measures that enhance cooperation 
between institutions and organisations 
active in education, training, youth and 
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sport, recognising their fundamental role in 
equipping individuals with the knowledge, 
skills and competences needed in a 
changing world as well as to adequately 
fulfil the potential for innovation, 
creativity and entrepreneurship, in 
particular within the digital economy.

sport in Europe, and also, particularly via 
tools for virtual cooperation, between 
European institutions and organisations 
and their counterparts in developing 
countries and in the Overseas Countries
and Territories (OCTs), recognising their 
fundamental role in equipping individuals 
with the knowledge, skills and 
competences needed in a changing world, 
and in properly realising potential for 
innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship, 
in particular within the digital economy.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) Reflecting the importance of 
tackling climate change in line with the 
Union's commitments to implement the 
Paris Agreement and achieve the United 
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, 
this Programme will contribute to 
mainstream climate action in the Union's 
policies and to the achievement of an 
overall target of 25% of the Union budget 
expenditures supporting climate objectives. 
Relevant actions will be identified during 
the Programme's preparation and 
implementation and reassessed in the 
context of the relevant evaluations and 
review process.

(32) Reflecting the importance of 
tackling climate change in line with the 
Union's commitments to implement the 
Paris Agreement and achieve the United 
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, 
this Programme will contribute to 
mainstream sustainable development and
climate action in the Union's policies and 
to the achievement of an overall target of 
25% of the Union budget expenditures 
supporting climate objectives. Relevant 
actions will be identified during the 
Programme's preparation and 
implementation and reassessed in the 
context of the relevant evaluations and 
review process.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 38

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38) In line with the Commission's 
communication on 'A stronger and renewed 
strategic partnership with the Union's 

(38) In line with the Commission's 
communication on 'A stronger and renewed 
strategic partnership with the Union's 
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outermost regions'36, the Programme 
should take into account the specific 
situation of these regions. Measures will be 
taken to increase the outermost regions' 
participation in all actions. Mobility 
exchanges and cooperation between people 
and organisations from these regions and 
third countries, in particular their 
neighbours, should be fostered. Such 
measures will be monitored and evaluated 
regularly.

outermost regions'36, the Programme 
should take into account the specific 
situation of these regions. Measures will be 
taken to increase the outermost regions' 
participation in all actions, particularly by 
means of virtual cooperation. Mobility 
exchanges and cooperation between people 
and organisations from these regions and 
third countries, in particular their 
neighbours, should be fostered, as should 
online learning programmes. Such 
measures will be monitored and evaluated 
regularly.

_________________ _________________

36 COM(2017)0623. 36 COM(2017)0623.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 39

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(39) Pursuant to [reference to be updated 
as appropriate according to a new Decision 
on OCTs Article 94 of the Council 
Decision 2013/755/EC37 ], individuals and 
entities established in overseas countries or 
territories are eligible for funding subject 
to the rules and objectives of the 
Programme and possible arrangements 
applicable to the Member State to which 
the relevant overseas country or territory is 
linked. The constraints imposed by the 
remoteness of these countries or territories 
should be taken into account when 
implementing the Programme, and their 
participation in the Programme monitored 
and regularly evaluated.

(39) Pursuant to [reference to be updated 
as appropriate according to a new Decision 
on OCTs Article 94 of the Council 
Decision 2013/755/EC37 ], individuals and 
entities established in overseas countries or 
territories are eligible for funding subject 
to the rules and objectives of the 
Programme and possible arrangements 
applicable to the Member State to which 
the relevant overseas country or territory is 
linked. The specificities and constraints 
imposed by the remoteness of these 
countries or territories should be taken into 
account when implementing the 
Programme in order to facilitate their 
effective participation in the Programme.
This participation should be monitored 
and regularly evaluated.

_________________ _________________

37 Council Decision 2013/755/EU of 25 
November 2013 on the association of the 
overseas countries and territories with the 
European Union ('Overseas Association 

37 Council Decision 2013/755/EU of 25 
November 2013 on the association of the 
overseas countries and territories with the 
European Union ('Overseas Association 
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Decision') (OJ L 344, 19.12.2013, p. 1). Decision') (OJ L 344, 19.12.2013, p. 1).

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(42) Appropriate outreach, publicity and 
dissemination of the opportunities and 
results of the actions supported by the 
Programme should be ensured at European, 
national and local level. The outreach,
publicity and dissemination activities 
should rely on all the implementing bodies 
of the Programme, including, when 
relevant, with the support of other key 
stakeholders.

(42) Appropriate outreach, publicity and 
dissemination of the opportunities and 
results of the actions supported by the 
Programme should be ensured at European, 
national, regional and local level. The 
outreach, publicity and dissemination 
activities should rely on all the 
implementing bodies of the Programme, 
including, when relevant, with the support 
of other key stakeholders.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 46

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(46) Member States should endeavour to 
adopt all appropriate measures to remove 
legal and administrative obstacles to the 
proper functioning of the Programme. This 
includes resolving, where possible, and 
without prejudice to Union law on the 
entry and residence of third-country 
nationals issues that create difficulties in 
obtaining visas and residence permits. In 
line with Directive (EU) 2016/801 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council39 , 
Member States are encouraged to establish 
fast-track admission procedures.

(46) Member States should endeavour to 
adopt all appropriate measures to remove 
legal and administrative obstacles to the 
proper functioning of the Programme. This 
includes resolving, where possible, and 
without prejudice to Union law on the 
entry and residence of third-country 
nationals issues that create difficulties in 
obtaining visas and residence permits and 
other legal or administrative difficulties 
that could prevent access to the 
programme. In line with Directive (EU) 
2016/801 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council39 , Member States are 
encouraged to establish fast-track 
admission procedures.

_________________ _________________

39 Directive (EU) 2016/801 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 

39 Directive (EU) 2016/801 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
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11 May 2016 on the conditions of entry 
and residence of third-country nationals for 
the purposes of research, studies, training, 
voluntary service, pupil exchange schemes 
or educational projects and au pairing (OJ 
L 132, 21.5.2016, p. 21).

11 May 2016 on the conditions of entry 
and residence of third-country nationals for 
the purposes of research, studies, training, 
voluntary service, pupil exchange schemes 
or educational projects and au pairing (OJ 
L 132, 21.5.2016, p. 21).

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 49

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(49) In order to simplify requirements 
for beneficiaries, simplified grants in the 
form of lump-sums, unit-costs and flat-rate 
funding should be used to the maximum 
possible extent. The simplified grants to 
support the mobility actions of the 
Programme, as defined by the 
Commission, should take into account the 
living and subsistence costs of the host 
country. The Commission and national 
agencies of the sending countries should 
have the possibility to adjust these 
simplified grants on the basis of objective 
criteria, in particular to ensure access to 
people with fewer opportunities. In 
accordance with national law, Member 
States should also be encouraged to exempt 
those grants from any taxes and social 
levies. The same exemption should apply 
to public or private entities awarding such 
financial support to the individuals 
concerned.

(49) In order to simplify requirements 
for beneficiaries, simplified grants in the 
form of lump-sums, unit-costs and flat-rate 
funding should be used to the maximum 
possible extent. The simplified grants to 
support the mobility actions of the 
Programme, as defined by the 
Commission, should take into account the 
living and subsistence costs of the host 
country. The Commission and national 
agencies of the sending countries should 
have the possibility to adjust these 
simplified grants on the basis of objective 
criteria, in particular to ensure access to 
people with fewer opportunities and people 
with political refugee status. In accordance 
with national law, Member States should 
also be encouraged to exempt those grants 
from any taxes and social levies. The same 
exemption should apply to public or 
private entities awarding such financial 
support to the individuals concerned.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 51

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(51) It is necessary to ensure the 
complementarity of the actions carried out 
within the Programme with activities 

(51) It is necessary to ensure the 
complementarity of the actions carried out 
within the Programme with activities 
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undertaken by the Member States and with 
other Union activities, in particular those in 
the fields of education, culture and the 
media, youth and solidarity, employment 
and social inclusion, research and 
innovation, industry and enterprise, 
agriculture and rural development with a 
focus on young farmers, cohesion, regional 
policy and international cooperation and 
development.

undertaken by the Member States and with 
other Union activities, in particular those in 
the fields of education, culture and the 
media, youth and solidarity, employment 
and social inclusion, research and 
innovation, industry and enterprise, 
agriculture and rural development with a 
focus on young farmers, cohesion, regional 
policy and international cooperation and 
development. The Programme should 
develop synergies with the Union’s 
external action and policies, including 
development programmes, in the full 
respect of the principle of policy 
coherence for development as provided 
for in Article 208 TFEU.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) 'learning mobility' means moving 
physically to a country other than the 
country of residence, in order to undertake 
study, training or non-formal or informal 
learning; It may be accompanied by 
measures such as language support and 
training and/or be complemented by online 
learning and virtual cooperation. In some 
specific cases, it may take the form of 
learning through the use of information 
technology and communications tools;

(2) 'Learning mobility' means moving 
physically to a country other than the 
country of residence, in order to undertake 
studies, training or non-formal or informal 
learning; It may be accompanied by 
measures such as language support and 
training, including the provision of sign-
language interpretation, and/or be 
complemented by online learning and 
virtual cooperation. In some specific cases, 
it may take the form of learning through 
the use of information technology and 
communications tools;

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12 a) ‘overseas country and territory’ 
means a country or territory attached to a 
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Member State of the Union to which the 
provisions of Part IV of the TFEU apply;

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17) 'virtual cooperation' means any 
form of cooperation using information 
technology and communications tools;

17. 'virtual cooperation' means any 
form of cooperation using information and 
communication tools which are also 
accessible to people with disabilities;

Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The general objective of the 
Programme is to support the educational, 
professional and personal development of 
people in education, training, youth and 
sport, in Europe and beyond, thereby 
contributing to sustainable growth, jobs 
and social cohesion and to strengthening 
European identity. As such, the Programme 
shall be a key instrument for building a 
European education area, supporting the 
implementation of the European strategic 
cooperation in the field of education and 
training, with its underlying sectoral 
agendas, advancing youth policy 
cooperation under the Union Youth 
Strategy 2019-2027 and developing the 
European dimension in sport.

1. The general objective of the 
Programme is to support the educational, 
professional and personal development of 
people in education, training, youth and 
sport, in Europe and beyond, thereby 
contributing to sustainable development 
and growth, jobs and social cohesion, to 
the enhancement of integration policies 
within a pluralist society, and to 
strengthening European identity, as well as 
dialogue and better reciprocal 
understanding between different cultures.
As such, the Programme shall be a key 
instrument for building a European 
education area, promoting common 
standards and supporting the 
implementation of the European strategic 
cooperation in the field of education and 
training, with its underlying sectoral 
agendas, advancing youth policy 
cooperation under the Union Youth 
Strategy 2019-2027 and developing the 
European dimension in sport.
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The Programme includes an international 
dimension, to be incorporated into the 
framework of the Union’s external action, 
including its development objectives, 
through cooperation between the Union 
and third countries.

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) contribute to the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals, and in 
particular SDG 4 'Quality Education', 
which aims to ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and to 
promote learning opportunities for all.

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c a) Actions undertaken under the 
international dimension shall contribute 
to human and institutional development 
in third countries, and to poverty 
eradication in developing countries. 
Those actions shall be based on and 
aligned with national and regional 
development strategies.

Justification

While the explanatory memorandum of the Regulation stresses sustainable development and 
consistency with EU development objectives, there is no mention of this in the draft regulation 
itself. The draft regulation does not include any description of the objectives of the 
international dimension of the Programme.
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Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) language learning opportunities, 
including those supporting mobility 
activities.

(e) language learning opportunities, 
including sign language learning 
opportunities, including those supporting 
mobility activities.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) dissemination and awareness-
raising activities about European policy 
outcomes and priorities as well as on the 
Programme.

(f) activities related to the barrier-free 
accessible dissemination and awareness-
raising of information about European 
policy outcomes and priorities as well as 
on the Programme.

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) policy dialogue and cooperation 
with relevant key stakeholders, including 
Union-wide networks, European non-
governmental organisations, and 
international organisations in the field of 
youth, the EU Youth dialogue as well as
support to the European Youth Forum;

(c) policy dialogue and cooperation 
with relevant key stakeholders including 
Union-wide networks, European non-
governmental organisations and 
international organisations in the field of 
youth, including those working with 
young members of diasporas, the EU 
Youth Dialogue, and support to the 
European Youth Forum;

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In the field of sport, the Programme shall 
support, under key action 1, the mobility of 
sport coaches and staff.

In the field of sport - including sporting 
activities for people with disabilities - the 
Programme shall support, under key 
action 1, the mobility of sport coaches and 
staff.

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the preparation and implementation 
of the Union policy agenda on sport and 
physical activity;

(a) the preparation and implementation 
of the Union policy agenda on sport, 
including sporting activities for people 
with disabilities, and physical activity;

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a a) overseas countries and territories 
(OCTs) according to the Council Decision 
on the Association of the OCTs with the 
European Union and the arrangements 
applicable to the Member State with 
which these OCTs are connected;

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 1 – point d – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) other third countries, in accordance 
with the conditions laid down in a specific 
agreement covering the participation of the 
third country to any Union programme, 

(d) other third countries, in particular 
developing countries, in accordance with 
the conditions laid down in a specific 
agreement covering the participation of the 
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provided that the agreement: third country to any Union programme, 
provided that the agreement:

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 1 – point d – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– ensures a fair balance as regards the 
contributions and benefits of the third 
country participating in the Union 
programmes;

– ensures a fair balance as regards the 
contributions and benefits of the third 
country participating in the Union 
programmes; concerning developing 
countries, such fair balance shall take 
into account the aim of eradicating 
poverty and the principles of development 
cooperation;

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 1 – point d – indent 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- guarantees the coherence with the 
Union’s external policies and objectives, 
including the Sustainable Development 
Goals, the European Consensus for 
Development and the EU’s Global 
Strategy for Foreign and Security Policy;

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) third countries referred to in Article 
16 which do not fulfil the condition set out 
in paragraph 2 of that Article;

(a) third countries referred to in Article 
16 which do not fulfil the condition set out 
in paragraph 2 of that Article, in particular 
developing countries;
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Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 1 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b a) Participation in the Programme by 
developing countries shall be strongly 
encouraged and supported with the aim to 
comply with and contribute to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
Goals. Actions undertaken under the 
international dimension shall contribute 
to human and institutional development 
in third countries, and to poverty 
eradication in developing countries. They 
shall be based on and aligned with 
national and regional development 
strategies.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. The Commission may launch joint 
calls with third countries not associated to 
the Programme or their organisations and 
agencies to finance projects on the basis of 
matching funds. Projects may be evaluated 
and selected through joint evaluation and 
selection procedures to be agreed upon by 
the funding organisations or agencies 
involved, in compliance with the principles 
set out in the Financial Regulation.

6. The Commission may launch joint 
calls with third countries, in particular 
developing countries, not associated to the 
Programme or their organisations and 
agencies to finance projects on the basis of 
matching funds. Projects may be evaluated 
and selected through joint evaluation and 
selection procedures to be agreed upon by 
the funding organisations or agencies 
involved, in compliance with the principles 
set out in the Financial Regulation.

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 19 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Programme shall be implemented by 
work programmes referred to in Article 
[108] of the Financial Regulation. In 
addition, the work programme shall give an 
indication of the amount allocated to each 
action and of the distribution of funds 
between the Member States and third 
countries associated to the Programme for 
the actions to be managed through the 
national agency. The work programme 
shall be adopted by the Commission by 
means of an implementing act. Those 
implementing acts shall be adopted in 
accordance with the examination procedure 
referred to in Article 31.

The Programme shall be implemented by 
work programmes referred to in Article 
[108] of the Financial Regulation. In 
addition, the work programme shall give an 
indication of the amount allocated to each 
action and of the distribution of funds 
between the Member States and third 
countries associated to the Programme for 
the actions to be managed through the 
national agency. It shall give a specific 
indication of the distribution of funds 
allocated to developing countries. The 
work programme shall be adopted by the 
Commission by means of an implementing 
act. Those implementing acts shall be 
adopted in accordance with the 
examination procedure referred to in 
Article 31.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 21 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Without prejudice to the 
requirements set out in Chapter IX and the 
obligations of national agencies as referred 
to in Article 24, Member States shall 
submit to the Commission, by 30 April 
2024, a report on the implementation and 
the impact of the Programme in their 
respective territories.

3. Without prejudice to the 
requirements set out in Chapter IX and the 
obligations of national agencies as referred 
to in Article 24, Member States shall 
submit to the Commission, by 30 April 
2024, a report on the implementation and 
the impact of the Programme in their 
respective territories. The EEAS shall 
submit a similar report on the 
implementation and the impact of the 
Programme in participating developing 
countries.

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 21 – paragraph 4
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. At the end of the implementation 
period, but no later than four years after the 
end of the period specified in Article 1, a 
final evaluation of the Programme shall be 
carried out by the Commission.

4. At the end of the implementation 
period, but no later than four years after the 
end of the period specified in Article 1, a 
final evaluation of the Programme shall be 
carried out by the Commission. The 
evaluation shall include a specific focus 
on the achievements in the field of 
development cooperation.

Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 21 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. The evaluation shall outline the 
Programme's contribution to development 
cooperation, highlighting in particular the 
progress made in relation to Sustainable 
Development Goal 4 'Quality Education'.

Justification

It is important for the Programme's contribution to development cooperation and to the SDG 
on education to be highlighted in the work programme.

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 4 – point 1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) Information and communication 
must also be barrier-free accessible to 
people with disabilities.
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