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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that Article 21 of the Treaty on European Union stipulates that the actions of the 
Union on the international scene shall be guided by the principles of democracy, the 
rule of law, the universality and indivisibility of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, respect for human dignity, the principles of equality and solidarity, and 
respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter and international law;

2. Recalls the European Parliament’s previous resolutions on the situation in Vietnam, in 
particular those of 14 December 2017 on freedom of expression in Vietnam, notably the 
case of Nguyen Van Hoa1, of 9 June 2016 on Vietnam2, and of 15 November 2018 on 
Vietnam, in particular the situation of political prisoners3;

3. Urges the EU and Vietnam to make full use of the provisions in the FTA in order to 
contribute to the strengthening of human rights in Vietnam; reiterates the importance of 
the well-developed bilateral EU and Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue, notably in the 
institutional framework and procedures under the FTA and Investment Protection 
Agreement (IPA);

4. Welcomes the legal link between the EUFTA/IPA and the EU-Vietnam Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement (PCA); urges the Commission to use all available tools in the 
Agreements, including, as a last resort, suspension, when necessary to protect and 
promote fundamental freedoms;

5. Underlines the importance of the inclusion of a comprehensive and binding chapter on 
Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) with explicit references to Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements, the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development; notes that the chapter on sustainable development is not covered by a 
state-to-state dispute settlement mechanism but by a TSD-specific one, which does not 
provide for a suspension of trade preferences; takes the view that the Union could 
consider, among other options, the inclusion of a sanctions-based approach in the TSD 
chapter; underlines the importance of mandatory and enforceable provisions in the 
chapter on trade and sustainable development in order to contribute effectively to the 
strengthening of labour rights and environmental standards, including corporate 
responsibility;

6. Calls for the strengthening of effective monitoring and enforcement mechanisms; asks 
the Commission to systematically include human rights in its impact assessments as and 
when they are carried out, including for trade agreements that have significant 
economic, social and environmental impacts;

7. Recalls that the EU-Vietnam relationship is grounded in the Partnership and 

1 OJ C 369, 11.10.2018, p. 73.
2 OJ C 86, 6.3.2018, p. 122.
3 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0459.
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Cooperation Agreement (PCA), which covers non-economic areas, including political 
dialogue, human rights, education, science and technology, justice and asylum and 
migration;

8. Stresses the need to respect the principle of policies aligned with development 
cooperation objectives in accordance with Article 208 TFEU;

9. Urges the Commission to earmark specific funding for civil society organisations, such 
as the domestic advisory groups (DAGs), in order to fulfil the key objectives of the TSD 
chapter, which include an increased monitoring of commitments, the development of 
action plans for areas where concerns have been identified, and the triggering of dispute 
settlement processes in the event that action plans have not been respected; notes that 
the DAG must be genuinely representative of civil society, including participants 
representing organisations advocating the advancement of human rights, labour rights 
and environmental protection; regrets that the mandate of the DAGs is limited to 
monitoring the TSD Chapter only; urges the EU and Vietnam to make full use of the 
provisions in the FTA in order to contribute to the strengthening of human rights in 
Vietnam; reiterates the importance of the well-developed bilateral EU and Vietnam 
Human Rights Dialogue, notably in the institutional framework and procedures under 
the FTA and Investment Protection Agreement (IPA); regrets that the promotion of 
gender equality and women’s empowerment is not prominently mentioned in the FTA;

10. Welcomes, as a first step, Vietnam’s ratification of six of the ILO’s eight fundamental 
conventions, namely No 29 on forced labour, Nos 100 and 111 on non-discrimination, 
Nos 138 and 182 on child labour and, most recently, No 98 on the right to organise and 
collective bargaining; urges the Vietnamese Government to quickly ratify the 
outstanding conventions, namely No 105 on forced labour and No 87 on freedom of 
association, and highlights the crucial importance of ensuring that all of these 
conventions are rigorously and promptly implemented in accordance with a clear 
timetable set out prior to the European Parliament’s ratification of the FTA, 
incorporated in Vietnam’s legal system, and enforced; calls on the Vietnamese 
authorities to modify the penal code in accordance with the ratification of these 
conventions;

11. Highlights that according to Article 4.1(b) of Regulation 978/2012 (the GSP 
Regulation), after the conclusion and entry into force of the FTA the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam will lose the status of an eligible country that can benefit from tariff 
preferences provided under the general GSP arrangement; expresses the hope that the 
FTA will contribute to growth, development, and employment in the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam to a greater extent than did the GSP arrangement;

12. Welcomes Vietnam’s commitment to revise and quickly ratify its Labour Code, which 
will allow effectively the formation of independent trade unions and promote decent 
work for all; highlights the importance of the promotion and practical enforcement of 
gender equality and female empowerment, as well as child protection; asks the 
Commission, in the framework of the PCA, to actively promote projects in the field of 
tackling child labour and forced labour of women in order to improve the working 
conditions of these groups; reiterates that gender inequality should no longer be seen as 
a purely social issue, but also as an economic one that presents a key challenge for the 
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attainment of inclusive and sustainable growth; calls on the Commission to monitor 
developments closely and to keep Parliament regularly updated on the situation;

13. Underlines the need for corrective measures in response to any infringements of human 
rights or commitments entered into under the Paris Agreement; points out that the 
chapter on sustainable development needs to be closely and rigorously monitored and 
enforcement thereof treated as a priority;

14. Recalls the importance of adapting trade policies to support national efforts to combat 
climate change in order to comply with the Paris Agreement; stresses in this context the 
need to make the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement consistent with the EU-FLEGT 
agreement with Vietnam, notably by including in its trade and sustainable development 
(TSD) chapters binding and enforceable provisions to halt illegal logging, deforestation, 
forest degradation and land grabbing; stresses the importance of effective monitoring of 
these provisions; underlines in particular that this mechanism must give special 
consideration to the rights of indigenous peoples and forest-dependent communities, 
including where applicable the rights granted under ILO Convention No 169 on 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples;

15. Notes that Vietnam is one of the countries most vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change, in particular extreme weather events such as storms and floods; urges the 
Government of Vietnam to introduce effective adaptation measures and to ensure the 
effective implementation of legislation relating to environmental and biodiversity 
protection.

16. Recalls that the Commission issued a ‘yellow card’ to Vietnam in October 2017, in 
view of its failure to effectively tackle illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing; urges the Vietnamese Government to comply effectively with EU 
recommendations prior to the ratification of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement;

17. Notes the persistence in Vietnam of cases of violations of human and social rights, and 
considers that more efforts must be made in this regard by the Vietnamese authorities; 
calls on the Vietnamese Government to implement a moratorium on the death penalty 
with a view to its full abolition.
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