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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement concluded between the European Union and 
Cape Verde in 2006 is a tuna agreement. The previous protocol, concluded for a period of four 
years, expired in December 2018.  

Like its previous incarnation, the new Protocol for 2019-2024 must comply with the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) Regulation, which places emphasis on sustainable fisheries and good 
governance in particular, while recognising the importance of policy consistency between the 
CFP and the EU’s goals with regard to both development cooperation and sustainable 
development, particularly Goal 14.

The financial contribution allocated to the new protocol is EUR 750 000 per annum. This total 
is broken down into an annual amount of EUR 400 000 for access to the fishing area (with a 
reference tonnage of 8 000 tonnes per annum) and EUR 350 000 for the implementation of the 
national strategy for fisheries and the blue economy. 

As regards sectoral support, it should be noted that this amount represents an increase in 
comparison with the previous protocol, in return for an increase of 60% in the reference 
tonnage. 

In view of the importance of the economic, social and environmental challenges facing Cape 
Verde, the rapporteur considers that this Protocol and the entire Community financial 
contribution should support the following priorities: 

- promoting a sustainable blue economy, with particular attention to small-scale local fisheries, 
the modernisation of port infrastructure and the position of women, who play a very important 
part in marketing and processing; therefore, and as noted by the NGO CFFA-CAPE1, support 
for training or small infrastructure in the cold chain would be particularly relevant;

- improving knowledge of this ocean region and scientific cooperation, particularly by enabling 
local scientists to travel on board vessels operating in this area; that also means having a precise 
knowledge of the cumulative impact of the various fisheries agreements concluded by Cape 
Verde with third countries on the state of fisheries resources in this oceanic region, in order to 
ensure that the local fishing industry can continue to develop;

- participating in an ambitious EU and Cape Verde contribution to the Decade of the Ocean;

- stepping up monitoring, control and surveillance to do more to prevent IUU fishing; in this 
regard, close coordination should be arranged between sectoral support activities and other 
European Union programmes in this field, in particular through the regional programme for 
improving regional fisheries governance in West Africa;

- combating pollution by supporting the collection of plastic by local fishermen.

The rapporteur also considers that particular attention should be paid to the following points: 

1 Coalition for Fair Fisheries Arrangements
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- data on catches of pelagic sharks by some European vessels is insufficient; in view of the 
scientifically documented vulnerability of these species, it is essential to improve data 
collection and analysis in order to ensure that European vessels do not participate in their 
overexploitation;

- attaining a greater degree of transparency in the use of the Union’s financial contribution, in 
order to better measure its impact on the development of a blue economy which benefits the 
population of Cape Verde as a whole. 

The rapporteur believes that the new protocol is likely to have the potential to encourage the 
responsible and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources and that it can be consistent with 
the objectives of sustainable fisheries agreements and development cooperation, given that 
more specific information is provided on monitoring the use of EU funds. 

******

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend approval of the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the 
Protocol on the implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European 
Community and the Republic of Cape Verde (2019-2024).
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