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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) between the Republic of Senegal and 
the European Union entered into force in November 2014. Given that its accompanying 
protocol had an expiration date in November 2019, the European Commission conducted 
negotiations with a view to conclude a Protocol covering a new period of five years.

The Protocol provides fishing opportunities for EU vessels in Senegalese waters on the basis of 
the best available scientific advice and following the recommendations of the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). This new Protocol takes into 
account the results of an evaluation of the previous Protocol (2014-2019), which concluded that 
the EU tuna fishing and trawling sector had a strong interest in fishing in Senegal and that a 
renewal of the Protocol would help strengthen monitoring, control and surveillance and 
contribute to improved fisheries governance in the region.

The Protocol foresees lower total allowable catches for hake compared to the previous Protocol 
(decrease from 2 000 to 1 750 tonnes) whilst the reference tonnage for tuna has also been 
reduced to make them match with historical catches (decrease from 14 000 to 10 000 tonnes). 
Furthermore, it includes measures to limit catches of marine birds and marine mammals, and 
to reinforce the role of scientific observers.
 
The financial contribution allocated to the Protocol is EUR 1 700 000 per year. This total is 
broken down into an annual amount of EUR 800 000 for access to resources and EUR 900 000 
for the development of Senegalese fisheries policy, which represents an increase of sectoral 
support of 20 % compared to the previous Protocol.  

The fishery sector is crucial in Senegal. Fish is a primary source of animal protein in the country 
and fisheries make substantial contributions to the national economy. It contributes to 3,2 % of 
GDP and  generates around 600 000 direct and indirect jobs. However, poor management, weak 
monitoring, overfishing, and illegal fishing threaten this critical resource. The Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishery Index 2019 ranks Senegal at the 27th place (out of 
38 countries in Africa) and at the 78th place (out of 152 countries) worldwide.  

Sustainable management of wild fisheries is a high priority for the Senegalese government and 
the Rapporteur believes that the sectoral support allocation under the new Protocol should 
support the following priorities: 

- promoting the sustainable management of fisheries in Senegal, with particular attention to 
small-scale local fisheries; 

- stepping up monitoring, control and surveillance activities;    

- promoting the development of scientific capacities in order improve data collection on 
fishery resources. 

Your rapporteur takes the view that the Protocol has the potential to promote the responsible 
and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources in the Republic of Senegal in the interests 
of both Parties. For this reason, your rapporteur is proposing that the protocol be approved.
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The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend approval of the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the 
Protocol on the implementation of the Agreement on a Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
between the European Union and the Republic of Senegal (2019-2024).


