Question for written answer E-000752/2013
to the Commission

Rule 117

Nessa Childers (S&D)

Subject: Transparency register

According to the terms of the inter-institutional agreement of June 2011 on the establishment of a
Commission/Parliament Joint Transparency Register, the register shall be subject to a review no later
than two years following its entry into operation.

1. Can the Commission clarify when this review is scheduled to take place and what the process
will be?

2. Will the Commission commit itself to fully involve and consult Parliament and its committees in
this regard?

3. How does the Commission intend to ensure that Parliament’s opinions and suggestions for
improvement can fully be expressed and taken into account in the forthcoming review of the
current system, in particular as regards the recommendations made in the resolution presented
by Parliament in May 2011 for a mandatory register requiring detailed financial disclosure,
including the names of lobbyists'?

4. What will the Commission do, in accordance with the wishes of Parliament as expressed in its
May 2011 resolution, to overcome the obstacles identified in the past to making registration
mandatory?

5. Reports by NGOs have documented serious shortcomings in the current register, noting that a
large number of companies and lobby groups remain unregistered and that the financial
information provided in the register is imprecise and unreliable. This points to the need for major
changes in line with Parliament’s May 2011 resolution, which calls for a mandatory register with
more detailed financial disclosure requirements. Can the Commission confirm that such changes
will require amendments to the interinstitutional agreement between the Commission and
Parliament? Will the Commission, in the context of the review, initiate a discussion with
Parliament and its committees on the changes needed to be made in the interinstitutional
agreement?

' European Parliament resolution of 8 May 2008 on the development of the framework for the activities of
interest representatives (lobbyists) in the European institutions (2007/2115(INI)), OJ C 271 E , 12/11/2009 p.
48.
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