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Subject: Transparency of EU funding received by the Palestinian Authority

EU funding of individual Palestinian political organisations is substantial. However, information about
the basis on which financial assistance is provided is not freely accessible; nor are details of the use
made of the funding. There are indications that funds have been used in a way which does not accord
with the EU’s purposes and does not pursue objectives geared to promoting peace. Funding has
been provided to political organisations actively involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. Such activity is
not likely to improve the preconditions for a lasting settlement to the disputes. Lastly, it is not clear
whether the funding has been used in the way intended by the EU.

The Commission has previously stated that the reason for secrecy was general security. What
evidence does the Commission have that such secrecy is functioning in the intended manner and
remains necessary? How does the Commission ensure that the funds it provides are not used in the
wrong way, given that, for example, secrecy makes it harder for the media to carry out monitoring?
How is EU citizens’ right to be informed about EU administration respected with regard to the funding
granted to the Palestinian Authority?
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