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Question for written answer E-005603/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Glenis Willmott (S&D) 

Subject: Mango ban 

In March 2014 the European Union banned imports of mangoes (and some other produce) from India. 
The ban came into force at the beginning of May, coinciding with the high season for the mangoes. 
The ban was proposed because the fruit was repeatedly found to be infested with pests, despite 
previous warnings that plant health measures had to be improved. 

My region of the East Midlands of England is particularly affected by the ban, due to our strong links 
with India. Of course restricting invasive pests is vital, as they can cause a huge number of problems. 
However we must also consider the important economic consequences of imposing a lengthy ban. 

The ban will be reviewed before December 2015. What measures are being taken to ensure that India 
improves phytosanitary measures as soon as possible? Does the Commission take the view that a 
decision could be taken any sooner, so that the ban could be lifted in time for next year’s high season? 


