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Question for written answer E-006217/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Inclusion of prostitution and drug trafficking in the calculation of GDP 

It has come to light that Eurostat has recommended to national bodies that countries should include 
prostitution and drug trafficking in the calculation of their GDP. 

In its report on sexual exploitation and prostitution and its impact on gender equality, adopted on 24 
September 2013, Parliament regards prostitutes as victims for whom Member States must provide 
protection, assistance and the chance to reintegrate into society; those who profit from prostitution and 
the clients who fuel the exploitation of prostitutes are regarded as the criminals. 

In light of this report, the 1949 UN Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, ILO Convention No 29 on forced or compulsory labour, 
Article 2 of which defines forced labour, and the Council of Europe Convention on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings, can the Commission provide the following information: 

1. Is it aware of Eurostat’s recommendations, and what view does it take of them?  

2. Does it believe that the recommendations fall in line with the principles adopted in the 
aforementioned documents? 

 


