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Question for written answer E-007646/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Portuguese pensioners in France 

Portuguese pensioners living in France have to go to their embassy or consulate every year in order to 
obtain a survival certificate proving that they are still alive, a document required for pension purposes. 
The process can be expensive and complicated for elderly people with reduced mobility when the 
consulate or embassy is a long way away. 

However, French pensioners living in Portugal can have their certificate made out at the parish council 
offices in their place of residence. 

Portuguese emigrants have approached the Portuguese and French authorities several times in order 
to get the procedure changed and hence made easier for pensioners, but their efforts have been 
unsuccessful. 

This case shows that some EU citizens are manifestly being treated differently from others. 

What information does the Commission have, therefore, on the above situation and on practices or 
solutions employed in the same connection in other Member States? 


