
1036698.EN PE 540.125 

Question for written answer E-007728/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Glenis Willmott (S&D) 

Subject: Food waste and 'use by' dates 

Regulation (EU) 1169/2011 requires food to be labelled with a ‘best before’ date regardless of its shelf 
life. Approximately 90 million tonnes of food is wasted every year in Europe, and the Commission 
website acknowledges that confusion around ‘best before’ and ‘use by’ dates is a key reason behind 
this waste. It is estimated that 15 % of food waste is due to confusion around ‘best before’ labelling. 
Additionally, the English understanding of ‘use by’ is not clear, as it may be understood to refer to the 
end or beginning of the day, which leads to highly perishable food being thrown away while still safe to 
consume. 

1. Given the large amount of food waste within the EU, does the Commission believe that ‘best 
before’ dates are serving a useful purpose? 

2. Would the Commission consider replacing ‘use by’ with ‘use by end’, which refers specifically to 
the end of the day, to ensure that consumers are eating food that is safe to eat, while reducing 
food waste? 

 


