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Question for written answer E-008165/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Angélique Delahaye (PPE) 

Subject: Russian embargo: European farmers 

The Russian embargo is having disastrous consequences for European farmers. While the 
Commission reacted rapidly by making a package of EUR 125 million available for fruit and 
vegetables, supplemented recently by a further EUR 165 million and a better distribution of funds 
among the Member States, there are still unanswered questions. 

1. The withdrawal price for these products is far too low and in many countries does not cover the 
cost of production. Accordingly, this measure cannot be used in some Member States. What does 
the Commission propose to do about this? 

2. As for promotion measures, it is proposed that these should be jointly funded by producers. This 
measure is hard to understand for producers who are the victims not of a health or market crisis 
but of a diplomatic crisis. Promotion measures under the new CAP are more favourable to 
farmers; is it possible to bring forward their implementation, and if so how soon? 

3. Is the Commission also considering the possibility of removing the de minimis ceiling for aid? 
Owing to the various crises, the ceilings of EUR 200 000 for businesses and EUR 150 000 for 
farms have already been reached. 


