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Question for written answer E-008314/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

José Blanco López (S&D) 

Subject: Regulation on the removal of shark fins on board vessels 

Since the coming into force of the European Commission’s proposal of November 2011 to amend 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 on the removal of shark fins on board vessels, the long-line 
fishery sector has been complaining about the unnecessary extra costs incurred as a result of this 
measure in storage, handling, processing and marketing. They now say their situation is catastrophic, 
with many applications for scrapping of vessels.    

While still in favour of effective control to enforce the ban on shark finning, which consists of cutting off 
the shark’s fins and discarding the rest of the body, the costs incurred under the present legislation are 
disproportionate, even more so when the regional fisheries organisations (RFOs) do not apply it 
uniformly, and it has even been criticised by the ICCAT. 

In the EU this regulation affects 2 775 crew members and over 11 000 jobs on land, with annual costs 
amounting to around 10 million euros.    

Does the Commission consider it opportune to revise the current regulations so as to enforce the ban 
on shark finning or, failing that, to prevent the current situation of unfair competition in the sector by 
promoting uniform legislation in this area on the part of the RFOs and the       

ICCAT? 


