
1038303.EN PE 541.790 

Question for written answer E-008364/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg (S&D) 

Subject: Compliance with EU law of Polish list of events of major importance for society: 
Audiovisual Media Services Directive 

Under Directive 2010/13/EU on audiovisual media services each Member State may draw up a list of 
'important events'. The Commission must then check that the list is in keeping with EU law. There are 
concerns that competition could suffer if an overly liberal approach is taken to deciding what is and 
what is not important. Events on the list are subject to requirements that restrict broadcasting choices 
(for example, programmes must be broadcast nationwide and free of charge). Private broadcasters, 
which are run on a commercial basis, may have to avoid broadcasts of this kind because they are 
unprofitable. This will place public broadcasters in a privileged position because they will have no 
competition. 

Poland has a vibrant private television market to which everyone has access, so giving the public 
broadcaster sole access to the public for certain events could distort competition. 

When drawing up lists of important events, national regulatory authorities should follow the guidelines 
laid down by the Commission and take account of the specific features of the national market, in 
particular where that market is dominated by private broadcasters which do not receive any state 
subsidies. 

The commercial broadcasters who have contacted me believe that the Polish list notified to the 
Commission in August 2014 is too broad in scope and that it will distort competition on the internal 
market if it is approved. 

What is the Commission's interpretation of the criteria on which the importance of an event is judged? 

Would the approval of the list in its present form not distort competition on the internal market? 

Does the Commission take account of the specific features of each country's market (cultural 
diversity) when determining whether such lists are in keeping with EU law? 

 


