
1040085.EN PE 542.634 

Question for written answer E-009100/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Glenis Willmott (S&D) 

Subject: Labelling of meat from stunned/non-stunned animals 

It is widely agreed that pre-stunning animals before slaughter is the most humane option, which is why 
under EU law all meat must come from pre-stunned animals. However, the law gives countries the 
option to allow for slaughter without stunning for religious reasons. 

The majority of halal meat comes from animals which are pre-stunned before slaughter, but a small 
minority of halal, and the majority of kosher, meat does not originate from pre-stunned animals. Whilst 
it is important that Muslim communities have access to halal meat, and Jewish communities can 
purchase meat slaughtered using the Shechita method, consumers must be given the choice. 

During the negotiations on EU labelling rules in 2011, a vast majority of MEPs supported amendments 
to label meat from animals which have not been pre-stunned before slaughter. EU governments 
refused to agree at that time, but the Commission committed to addressing this issue under animal 
welfare laws. 

We are still waiting for action. I would like to see all meat labelled either ‘pre-stunned’ or ‘not pre-
stunned’. This would avoid singling out any type of meat, while giving animal welfare-conscious 
consumers the information they need. 

When can we expect proposals from the Commission to deal with this issue? 


