Question for written answer E-009542/2014
to the Commission

Rule 130

Bill Etheridge (EFDD)

Subject:
Greater Birmingham

The EU, through the Cities 2020 programme, is encouraging the formation of greater metropolitan areas through ‘integrated territorial initiatives’. One such case in the UK is that of Greater Birmingham, which will include the existing metropolitan boroughs of Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

1.
What incentives, financial or otherwise, does the EU provide to encourage the formation of such combined authorities?

2.
Would any of the existing authorities within the proposed Greater Birmingham area lose any of their current financial benefits provided by any of the EU funding streams should they not join the Greater Birmingham authority? 

3.
Is the Commission aware of any current deals between any of the stakeholders in the formation of the Greater Birmingham area?
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