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to the Commission 
Rule 130 

José Blanco López (S&D) 

Subject: Football violence in Europe 

A supporter of Deportivo de La Coruña FC died last Sunday in clashes before the start of the league 
match between the club and Atlético de Madrid, in which hard-core Alcorcón and Rayo Vallecano fans 
were also involved. This is the ninth fatality in Spain since the 1980s as a result of football-related 
violence. 

Unfortunately, this is not an isolated event. Over the last decade serious football-related incidents have 
taken place from Sweden to Greece, by way of Germany, Belgium, the United Kingdom and Italy, 
some of them resulting in the death of fans. 

Article 165 of the TFEU empowers the EU to support, coordinate and supplement the action of 
Member States in the area of sports policy by promoting cooperation between bodies responsible for 
sports, and by protecting the physical and moral integrity of sportsmen and women and fans. Similarly, 
the own-initiative report on the European dimension in sport (2011/2087(INI)) calls for supporters who 
have displayed violent or discriminatory behaviour to be refused access to stadiums. 

Is the Commission aware of these events and if so what does it think of them? Has it censured them? 
What initiatives to eradicate violence in football are being promoted at EU level? 

 


