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Question for written answer E-010757/2014/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

José Blanco López (S&D) 

Subject: Pensioner prescription co-payment 

A survey published by the Galician Health Service has recently revealed that 19 % of Galician 
pensioners who have to pay part of the cost of the medicines prescribed by their doctors do not pick 
up their prescriptions from pharmacies. For other users the percentage is 16.5 %. 

This situation comes against a background of widespread cuts in the Galician public health system 
which has seen its budget cut by a total of over EUR 1.2 billion in the period 2009 to 2014. This is 
leading to an unprecedented deterioration in health care with, for example, an increase in the waiting 
list for surgery from 71 days to over 81 days in the same period, that is mitigated only by the dedication 
and professional competence of the healthcare personnel. 

1 Does the Commission think that this unacceptable situation is in line with the specific 
recommendations made to Spain? 

2 Does the Commission not consider the deterioration in the healthcare system to undermine the 
right to health? 

3 How can the Commission promote equal access to healthcare? 


