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Deep-sea sharks are highly vulnerable to exploitation as they are long-lived, late maturing and low 
fecundity species. There is an urgent need to protect deep-sea sharks from fishing even if taken as 
by-catches in relative small quantities.  
 
Council Regulation (EU) No 1367/20141 lists a number of deep-sea sharks subject to zero TACs. The 
main commercial species are considered depleted while the stock status of other species is unknown. 
Considering the nature of these stocks and comparable advice2 for less vulnerable elasmobranches, 
where scientists have advised that any permitted landings will probably generate additional mortality 
compromising stock recovery, for precautionary reasons the measures currently in place are deemed 
appropriate. To improve the scientific knowledge on these vulnerable stocks, better estimates by 
Member States of discards and fishery-independent data under the data collection framework3 are 
required.  
 
A Commission study on the reduction of deep-sea sharks' by-catches in the Portuguese longline black 
scabbard fishery4 gives useful information of possible measures to improve further the selectivity on 
this fishery.  
 
The landing obligation does not yet apply to fisheries targeting deep-sea species. Exemptions to the 
landing obligation, for example to cater for unavoidable by-catches of deep-sea sharks, may only be 
considered under the conditions established in article 15 of the Common Fisheries Policy basic 
regulation5 
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