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Subject: The practical application of the Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme (REFIT)

In many cases the main obstacles in the path of European economic growth and the creation of
employment are EU regulations, which are bureaucratic, seriously interfere in the competence of the
Member States and impose unjustified administrative and financial burdens on citizens and
businesses. Excessive EU interference can be seen in agricultural policy, food law, animal welfare and
environmental protection.

Therefore, | agree with the new Commission’s simplification objectives. REFIT is a wise initiative
which can produce tangible results if the Member States, the EP, and the interest groups of the social
parties and economic players are adequately involved. For instance, close and continuous cooperation
with the COPA-COGECA is essential on agricultural policy, food safety, animal health and
environmental issues relating to farming.

Concerning the practical implementation of the REFIT programme, could the Commission answer the
following:

1. What is the exact schedule of the simplification and rationalisation of a given regulation? In
which phase will interest groups, the Member States and the EP be involved?

2. How does the Commission intend to provide the parties involved with feedback about their
proposals?

3. Who will be responsible for assisting the Commission and taking from the parties involved in
connection with certain simplification dossiers?
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