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Question for written answer E-000083/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Julia Reda (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Enforcement of copyright and usage rights 

The European Commission acts in a variety of ways as the issuer of publications. The choice of the 
terms under which their content may be reused by third parties also varies substantially. Many, but not 
all, of the Commission's publications are covered by the Commission Decision of 12 December 2011 
on the reuse of documents (2011/833/EU). Reuses that do not comply with these terms are generally 
an infringement of applicable copyright, in respect of which proceedings may be brought either under 
civil law on the instruction of the rights holder or, less commonly, under criminal law by the authorities. 

1. What were the actual costs, the course and the outcome of all individual steps taken out of court 
or in court by European Commission institutions against the prohibited use of Commission 
content in the last five years? 

2. What findings have been obtained from the individual technical, organisational or other measures 
taken by the Commission with the aim of identifying permitted and prohibited uses of its published 
works? 

3. When issuing published works, what specific steps does the Commission take to ensure that they 
are not encumbered with restrictions on use or terms of reuse in respect of which the 
Commission, at the time of initial publication, has no interest in bringing proceedings or no 
capacity to bring proceedings in the event of non-compliance? 


