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Question for written answer E-000952/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Sorin Moisă (S&D) 

Subject: EU citizens' views on existing or future investor-state dispute settlement mechanisms 

Given the heated public debate on investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS), has the Commission, in 
addition to the public consultation, considered commissioning a Eurobarometer study to assess the 
general attitude of EU citizens towards the principles which underlie ISDS? 

On the occasion of such a survey, options to improve ISDS could also be tested with EU citizens, 
including the limitation of its applicability to small and medium-sized enterprises, to cases of denial of 
justice or to cases in which national courts do not provide a resolution to a dispute within a reasonable 
period of time. It would also be interesting to assess whether citizens would be more open to 
supporting a state-to-state dispute settlement system, a system with permanent arbitral courts or a 
permanent and visible (and therefore more accountable) arbitral court for each major bilateral free 
trade agreement that the EU might conclude. 

 


