
1047931.EN PE 548.409 

Question for written answer E-001243/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL) and Liliana Rodrigues (S&D) 

Subject: Forcible recovery of unpaid tolls in Portugal 

If a taxpayer does not pay a toll to a private motorway concessionary in Portugal, the case is referred 
to the Tax Authority, with the possibility of withholding tax refunds and seizing bank deposits, wages or 
other assets. 

The concessionary firm and the tax authority treat each unpaid toll as a separate case, which means 
that the amounts to be paid increase exponentially. 

Under Decree Law 25/2006, for example, a taxpayer with 20 unpaid tolls would face 20 forcible 
recovery cases with 20 fines amounting to 10 times the value of each toll plus 20 administrative 
charges. Taxpayers wishing to challenge the decision would have to lodge 20 appeals and pay 20 sets 
of court fees. 

Such penalties are clearly out of all proportion to the harm suffered by the concessionary firm. 

The time limits for taxpayers to lodge appeals are inappropriate and do not have any suspensory 
effects. The charging of fines and administrative costs is suspended only in the event that motorists 
bring the case to court, which means that appeals have to be lodged individually, each incurring a 
court fee of between EUR 204 and EUR 612. 

Does the Commission believe that Decree Law 25/2006 on the charging of tolls in Portugal is 
compatible with European legislation? 


