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Subject: Minimum dimensions for clams and protection of the fishing industry

Under the terms of Regulation (EC) No 1967/2006, the fishing and sale of marine organisms smaller
than the sizes specified in said regulation and its appendices are prohibited.

In particular, the above-mentioned regulation prohibits the fishing, transportation and sale of clams
which measure less than 2.5 cm.

This restriction could well cause serious damage to the European clam fishing industry and also
exposes it to the risk of sanctions in the event of non-compliance.

In this context, can the Commission answer the following questions:

1. On what criteria was the decision to set a minimum size of 2.5 cm for fishable clams based?

2. What steps has the Commission taken or does it intend to take to protect European fisherman,
since they will inevitably be less competitive than their counterparts in third countries, who are not

subject to the same restrictions and who can export their products, amongst others, to the
European market?
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