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Question for written answer E-002066/2015/rev.1 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Fernando Maura Barandiarán (ALDE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Organisation of an international forum in occupied territories 

On 31 January 2015 the heads of State and Government of the African Union (AU) issued a 
declaration urging the Swiss organisation Crans Montana to suspend its forum arranged for March in 
Dakhla in the Western Sahara. They also called on the AU, African civil society and all international 
bodies not to take part in the forum, on the grounds that the holding of an international forum by an 
occupying power in an occupied town in a non-autonomous territory constitutes a clear breach of 
international law, especially when that occupying power has failed to comply with numerous UN 
resolutions on the right to self-determination of that territory. 

In the light of this stance, 

1. Does the VP/HR consider that holding an international forum in an occupied town may constitute 
a breach of international law? If so, what measures will the Commission implement to ensure not only 
that EU institutions and partners do not participate in such a serious breach of the law but also that 
such a breach does not occur? 

2. Will the EU institutions support in any way the declaration adopted by the heads of State and 
Government of the African Union in Addis Ababa on 31 January 2015? 


