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All actions under Horizon 20201 must comply with Article 19 (2) of Regulation 1291/2013, which 
requires that research and innovation activities carried out under Horizon 2020 shall have an exclusive 
focus on civil applications. 
 
Several mechanisms have been put in place to ensure that EU funds are not used for activities other 
than those with an exclusive focus on civil application or that could be contrary to international law. All 
projects, most of which are of a collaborative nature involving participants from a number of different 
countries, are selected on the basis of excellence. Eligible proposals are evaluated by a panel of 
external independent experts. If a project raises ethical questions, it also undergoes an additional 
ethical review2. The ethical evaluation of these projects includes an assessment of the possible dual-
use of the proposed research and compliance with applicable EU, national and international 
legislation, including the European Charter of Fundamental Rights. Proposals involving security issues 
can also be subject to additional review. The European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) may carry out 
investigations to verify the use of EU funds in case of sufficiently serious suspicions of fraud or 
irregularity. 
 
In July 2013, the EU adopted the ‘Guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities in the 
territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by 
the EU from 2014 onwards’3. The participation of Israeli entities under EU funded projects is checked 
in accordance with these Guidelines.  
 

                                                      

1  Horizon 2020, the EU Framework for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) 

2  The Ethics Appraisal Procedure concerns all activities funded in Horizon 2020 and includes the Ethics 
Review Procedure, conducted before the start of the project, as well as the Ethics Checks and Audits. 

3  OJ C205, 19/07/2013 


