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Isabelle Thomas (S&D) 

Subject: Consequences of the revision of the multiannual financial framework for 2014-2020 

When it presented its proposal revising Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 laying down 
the multiannual financial framework (MFF) for 2014-2020, the Commission stated that payments 
would be automatically shifted back to 2017 and 2018 in accordance with the n+2 and n+3 rules 
specific to the programmes affected by the revision. 

The Commission expects that the staggering of projects, and therefore of the submission of invoices, 
over time, and the possibility of taking projects implemented as from 1 January 2014 into account will 
ensure that no excessive backlog of invoices builds up in years n+2 and n+3. Experience with previous 
programmes, however, teaches that invoices are often submitted just before the automatic 
decommitment deadlines, in this case in late 2017 and late 2018. 

What additional steps does the Commission plan to take to prevent the number of unpaid invoices 
from reaching unmanageable levels in 2018? 


