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Question for written answer E-003661/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Ignazio Corrao (EFDD), Laura Ferrara (EFDD) and Dario Tamburrano (EFDD) 

Subject: Law No 247/2012 on the lawyers' code: possible violations of Community principles in 
Italy 

Article 21, paragraphs 8-9, of Law No 247/2012 on the Italian lawyers’ code states that anyone 
included on the professional register must also be registered with the Cassa Nazionale di Previdenza 
e Assistenza Forense (lawyers’ pension organisation) and pay social security contributions, 
irrespective of earning capacity, on pain of being removed from the professional register. 

Even if they are not earning, young lawyers have to pay about EUR 850 a year, for recognition of just 
six contribution months a year. 

This is clearly discriminatory because it impedes competition and creates a professional elite that is 
generally open only to the richest, not necessarily the best, lawyers, driving thousands, especially the 
youngest, who are on lower incomes out of the profession. 

Does the Commission think Italian legislation is in breach of the principle of free competition, as 
governed by Articles 101 and 102 of the TFEU, and impedes access to the profession and the free 
movement of services, as governed by Articles 106, 55 et seq of the TFEU? 

Does it think Italian legislation is in breach of Article 21 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union, which prohibits any form of discrimination, including discrimination on the grounds of 
wealth? 

Lastly, is it thinking of standardising the regulations governing access to social security for lawyers in 
all the EU Member States? 


