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Edouard Martin (S&D) and Virginie Rozière (S&D) 

Subject: TTIP and the hierarchy of rules 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) raises a number of questions which, so 
far, remain unanswered. In particular, the TTIP is often presented as a ‘new-generation’ agreement. 
The aim is not only to reduce customs barriers, but to bring the rules closer into line, and even 
harmonise them. 

Questions of this agreement’s position in the hierarchy of the legal order of the European Union, and 
of the role of the European Parliament in this context are, therefore, in the spotlight. 

A reading of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and the precedents of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union shows that ‘conventional’ international agreements do not take 
precedence over European law. 

– Will the same apply to the new-generation international agreements such as the TTIP, which 
looks more like a ‘single market’ agreement?  

– In case of a clash of laws between the TTIP and European law, which will prevail?  

– Furthermore, what is the envisaged role of the European Parliament, as joint legislator, in the 
negotiation, adoption and monitoring of ‘new-generation’ international agreements?  

 


