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Subject: Breach of privacy on Facebook

According to a recent report of a European regulatory body drawn up by the University of Leuven and
published last February, the US company Facebook is acting in violation of European law on data
protection. The report says that its policies around third-party advertising on the social network and the
information it obtains from profiling users do not meet the legally valid requirements and fail to offer
adequate control mechanisms to prevent the content generated by Facebook members from being
used for commercial purposes.

Furthermore, the report considers that Facebook extracts information ‘improperly’ from users’ mobile
devices by way of their location, for example, without requesting their legitimate consent.

In these circumstances, does the Commission consider that Facebook may be acting in violation of

Directive 95/46/EC on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and
the free movement of such data?
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