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Question for written answer E-007409/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Eleonora Evi (EFDD), Marco Zullo (EFDD), Rosa D'Amato (EFDD), Fabio Massimo Castaldo 

(EFDD), Ignazio Corrao (EFDD), Laura Ferrara (EFDD), Dario Tamburrano (EFDD) and 

Piernicola Pedicini (EFDD) 

Subject: Italian Legislative Decree No 1/2015 on the re-development of the city and area of 
Taranto and ILVA S.p.A. 

The government bill converting Italian Legislative Decree No 1/2015-AC2984 (DL) into law – 
containing urgent provisions on the activities of undertakings of national strategic interest at risk of 
bankruptcy, particularly ILVA S.p.A., and for the re-development of the city and area of Taranto – was 
approved on 3 March 2015. 

The decree in question establishes provisions for those undertakings deemed to be of national 
strategic interest to be placed under extraordinary administration, through a series of amendments to 
Italian Legislative Decree No 347/2003. One of those amendments grants immunity from any criminal 
liability for the original ILVA company, while its assets will be transferred to a newly formed legal entity 
for the duration of the extraordinary administration period. 

Injured parties, therefore, may only bring action against the individuals concerned, or else file an 
application before Milan’s insolvency court which oversees the extraordinary administration 
proceedings – in short, a counterparty against which one could launch a civil action no longer exists. 

In light of the fact that three prominent medical and epidemiological experts – Biggeri, Triassi and 
Forastiere – have confirmed that ‘steel industry emissions have previously caused and continue to 
cause […] illness and death amongst the human population’, can the Commission please answer the 
following questions: 

1. Can it indicate whether immunity from criminal liability and, as a result, denying victims the 
chance to obtain compensation, is in violation of the ‘polluter pays’ principle – as established by 
the precautionary principle and the principles of preventing environmental damage and protecting 
the environment laid down by the TFEU and Directive 2004/35/EC? 

2. Can it reveal whether the decree in question stipulates that ILVA S.p.A. shall bear the cost of 
remedial measures, in accordance with Article 8 of Directive 2004/35/EC? 


