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Question for written answer E-007487/2015/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Josep-Maria Terricabras (Verts/ALE), Ernest Maragall (Verts/ALE), Ramon Tremosa i Balcells 

(ALDE), Ernest Urtasun (Verts/ALE), Francesc Gambús (PPE), Javi López (S&D) and Jordi 

Sebastià (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Linguistic discrimination at the Spanish Consulate in Brussels 

On 6 March 2015 a Spanish citizen went to the Spanish Consulate in Brussels to hand in a written 
witness statement to be sent to a court in Sabadell (Catalonia, Spain). When he handed in the 
statement, however, he was informed by a member of the diplomatic staff that it could not be accepted 
or sent to the court as it was written in Catalan, an official language in Catalonia. When he protested, 
the citizen was ejected from consulate building by a security guard. 

Article 33 of Catalonia’s Statute of Autonomy establishes that, in dealing with the Administration of 
Justice, each individual has the right to use the official language of his or her choice (Catalan or 
Spanish) in any judicial, notarial or registration procedures, without having to endure defencelessness 
or undue delay due to the language chosen, and without having to provide any type of translation. 

1. Could the Commission state whether there are any EU funds or programmes designed to raise 
public awareness of linguistic diversity in Europe? 

2. How successful has the Commission been in promoting linguistic diversity in the EU? 


