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Subject: The Commission's social economy unit 

We have learned that the unit dealing with the social economy within DG Internal Market, will be Unit 
F2, which will be called ‘Clusters, Social Business and Social Entrepreneurship’. Unfortunately, there 
is no reference to social economy in the title. Social business does not represent the diversity of the 
EU social economy, but only a small part of our sector. 

As the ‘Rome Strategy’ – containing the conclusions of the conference ‘Unlocking the potential of the 
social economy for EU Growth’, organised by the Italian Presidency of the Council – stated: social 
economy includes cooperatives, mutual, foundations, associations, as well as newer forms like social 
enterprises. 

Social economy integrates all these forms of enterprises based on the ‘primacy of people over capital’. 
The social economy is deeply rooted in the European and economic landscape and contributes to 
important EU objectives such as employment creation, social cohesion or social innovation. In 
addition, social economy enterprises have proved to be more resilient to the economic crisis than 
other types of enterprises.  

Will the Commission be able to: 

1. Confirm this information? 

2. Put back social economy in the name of the unit?  

3. Work more closely with its Expert Group on Social Entrepreneurship? 


