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Question for written answer E-008861/2015 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Julie Ward (S&D), Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL), Alfred Sant (S&D), Nessa Childers (S&D), Ana 

Gomes (S&D), Marc Tarabella (S&D), Anneliese Dodds (S&D), Klaus Buchner (Verts/ALE), 

Ángela Vallina (GUE/NGL), Afzal Khan (S&D), Keith Taylor (Verts/ALE), Lidia Senra Rodríguez 

(GUE/NGL), Siôn Simon (S&D), Edouard Martin (S&D), Marina Albiol Guzmán (GUE/NGL), 

Stelios Kouloglou (GUE/NGL), Curzio Maltese (GUE/NGL), Jude Kirton-Darling (S&D), Fernando 

Maura Barandiarán (ALDE), Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL), Matt Carthy (GUE/NGL), Martina 

Anderson (GUE/NGL), Liadh Ní Riada (GUE/NGL), Sofia Sakorafa (GUE/NGL), Ernest Maragall 

(Verts/ALE), Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE), Pascal Durand (Verts/ALE), Ivo Vajgl (ALDE), Anne-

Marie Mineur (GUE/NGL), Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE), Pablo Iglesias (GUE/NGL), Tanja 

Fajon (S&D), Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) and Javier Nart (ALDE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Israeli military training in the occupied Palestinian territory 

On 4 May 2015 a coalition of Palestinian organisations wrote to the Commission regarding 
unprecedentedly large Israeli military exercises in the Jordan Valley, in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. These exercises seriously affect communities in that region, and the designation of large 
areas of the occupied Palestinian territory as military closed zones and firing zones leads to violations 
of human rights and international law.  

The EU has previously expressed grave concern at Israeli policies regarding Area C, including military 
training, which amount to forced population transfer and undermine the viability of the two-state 
solution, as also noted by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Given the 
VP/HR’s statement on the new Israeli Government on 7 May 2015: 

1. Is the VP/HR aware of the increase in military training in the Jordan Valley and the fact that these 
military exercises lead to human rights violations? 

2. Will the VP/HR publicly condemn Israel’s policies regarding Area C, including the military training 
and other measures that could make the continued presence of the Palestinian population in Area 
C unsustainable? 

3. What effective measures will the VP/HR adopt to comply with the obligation of third states to 
ensure the respect of the IV Geneva Convention and peremptory norms of international law by 
Israel? 

 


